
i 
 

 

DETERMINANTS OF YOUTH INVOLVEMENT IN AGRIBUSINESS 

PROJECTS IN BUKASAKYA SUBCOUNTY, MBALE DISTRICT. 

 

 

BY 

MUYETI EMMA 

BU/UP/2017/275 

BACHELOR OF AGRIBUSINESS 

EMAIL: emmanuelmuyeti@gmail.com 

 

 

A RESEARCH REPORT SUBMITTED TO BUSITEMA UNIVERSITY IN 

THE PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE AWARD OF THE DEGREE OF 

BACHELORS OF AGRIBUSINESS OF BUSITEMA UNIVERSITY 

 

February, 2021 

 

mailto:emmanuelmuyeti@gmail.com


ii 
 

Factors influencing youth involvement in agribusiness projects in Bukasakya 

Sub County, Mbale District. 

 

 

 

Muyeti Emma 

BU/UP/2017/275 

 

 

Bachelor of agribusiness 

 

 

 

A research report submitted to Busitema University in the partial fulfilment 

of the award of the degree of bachelors of agribusiness of Busitema University 

 

 

February, 2021



i 
 

DECLARATION 

I Muyeti Emma do hereby declare that this research report on factors influencing youth 

involvement in agribusiness projects in Bukasakya Sub County, Mbale District is my original 

work and to my knowledge it has not been submitted before to any university or institution of 

higher learning for any award. 

Signed................................................. 

MUYETI EMMA 

REG. NO. BU/UP/2017/275 

Date................................................. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ii 
 

APPROVAL 

This research report has been submitted for examination with my approval as the candidate’s 

university supervisor. 

Signed.................................................. 

Dr Magumba David (PhD) 

Date................................................ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iii 
 

DEDICATION 

This work is dedicated to my lovely father; Mr. Wamusi Julius, mother; Kwaga Sophie, brother; 

Eleazar, and sisters; Esther, Elisheba, my uncle and aunties, cousin brother Geoffrey, my friend 

Josephine Nanseko, Aguti Judith and also to all those who have supported me physically, 

materially and financially to see that my work is completed successfully. May the almighty GOD 

bless them abundantly? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



iv 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

I am grateful to the Almighty God for giving me the opportunity to undertake and complete this 

study. I would like to extend my sincere and heartfelt appreciation to my supervisor Dr 

Magumba David for his invaluable support and unending encouragement. Many people 

contributed directly and indirectly during the process of organizing this research report special 

thanks goes to my family members I owe them much for the support both morally, spiritually 

and materially for the success of this report. I specially thank my father Mr.Wamusi Julius for his 

support and encouragement extended to me during my research. 

I acknowledge with deep joy Bukasakya sub county, Mbale District where I carried out my 

research especially to the Sub county technical staff, parish chiefs and the people in the area of 

study who worked with me for the success of this research study. 

I owe gratitude to Madam Asero Diana the head of department Agribusiness and extension and 

other lecturers for their support during the time of study may the Lord bless you much. 

Finally; I extend thanks to all my friends especially Nanseko Josephine, Jehosheba A, Lynn Ruth 

Kimono, Aguti Judith, Ochom Geoffrey and Aunt Beatrice Kalenda for the spiritual, financial 

and material support extended to me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



v 
 

Table of Contents 

DECLARATION ....................................................................................................................................... i 

APPROVAL .............................................................................................................................................. ii 

DEDICATION ..........................................................................................................................................iii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ........................................................................................................................ iv 

Table of Contents ...................................................................................................................................... v 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS (ACRONYMES) ................................................................................... viii 

LIST OF TABLES .................................................................................................................................... ix 

LIST OF FIGURES ...................................................................................................................................x 

ABSTRACT .............................................................................................................................................. xi 

CHAPTER ONE ....................................................................................................................................... 1 

1.0 Introduction ..................................................................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the study ........................................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Statement of the problem ............................................................................................................... 2 

1.3 Purpose of the study ........................................................................................................................ 3 

1.4 Specific Objectives .......................................................................................................................... 3 

1.5 Research questions .......................................................................................................................... 3 

1.6 Significance of the study ................................................................................................................. 3 

1.7 Justification ..................................................................................................................................... 4 

1.8 Scope of the study............................................................................................................................ 4 

1.9 Conceptual Frame Work of the Study ........................................................................................... 5 

CHAPTER TWO ...................................................................................................................................... 7 

LITERATURE REVIEW ........................................................................................................................ 7 

2.0 Introduction ..................................................................................................................................... 7 

2.1 Access to credit and youth involvement in agribusiness projects ................................................ 7 

2.2 Attitude towards agriculture and youth involvement in agribusiness projects .......................... 8 

2.3 Access to agricultural extension services and youth involvement in agribusiness projects ..... 10 

CHAPTER THREE ................................................................................................................................ 13 

MATERIALS AND METHODS ........................................................................................................... 13 

3.0 Research approach ........................................................................................................................ 13 

3.2. Operational design: ...................................................................................................................... 14 

3.3. Observational design: .................................................................................................................. 15 

3.4. Statistical design: ......................................................................................................................... 15 



vi 
 

3.5. Data presentation: ........................................................................................................................ 15 

3.6. Ethical consideration: .................................................................................................................. 15 

3.7 Environmental consideration ....................................................................................................... 15 

3.8 Problems encountered: ................................................................................................................. 16 

CHAPTER FOUR................................................................................................................................... 17 

RESULTS ................................................................................................................................................ 17 

Response rate ...................................................................................................................................... 17 

4.1 Response Rate ............................................................................................................................... 17 

4.2 Gender of respondents .................................................................................................................. 18 

4.3 Respondents by age ....................................................................................................................... 18 

4.4 Access to credit and youth involvement in agribusiness projects in Bukasakya Sub County . 19 

4.4. 1 Access to credit influences youth involvement in Agribusiness projects ............................... 19 

4.4.2 Youths are given priority when in need of financial help from financial institutions ........... 20 

4.4.3 Youths in my area have benefited in youth livelihood projects .............................................. 21 

4.4.5: Do you agree that there has been sensitization of agribusiness projects in the area? ...... 22 

Regression analysis ......................................................................................................................... 23 

4.5 Youth attitude towards agriculture and their involvement in Agribusiness projects in 

Bukasakya Sub-county ....................................................................................................................... 24 

4.5.1 Youths in my village are interested in agriculture as source of income ................................. 24 

4.5.2 Youth attitude towards agriculture is due to lack of career direction in schools .............. 25 

4.5.3 Youths perceive that agriculture is for informal people or illiterates .................................... 25 

4.5.4 Youths dislike agribusiness due to low prices of agricultural produce .................................. 26 

4.6 Agricultural extension services and youth involvement in Agribusiness projects in Bukasakya 

Sub County .......................................................................................................................................... 28 

4.6.1 There are always seminars and workshops organized by the Sub County leaders ............... 28 

4.6.2 Youths need trainings in growing high quality crops that can attract them to agribusiness 

projects ................................................................................................................................................ 28 

4.6.3 Lack of extension services have demoralized youths to engage in agribusiness projects .. 30 

4.6.4 There is always awareness on prospects of agribusiness projects by Sub County Community 

Development Officers (CDO) ............................................................................................................. 30 

4.6.5 Regression analysis ................................................................................................................ 31 

4.6 Youth involvement in Agribusiness projects in Bukasakya Sub County, Mbale district. ....... 32 

4.7.1 Regression analysis ................................................................................................................ 34 

CHAPTER FIVE .................................................................................................................................... 35 



vii 
 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ......................................................... 35 

5.0 Introduction ................................................................................................................................... 35 

5.1 Summary ....................................................................................................................................... 35 

5.2 Conclusions .................................................................................................................................... 37 

5.3 Recommendations ......................................................................................................................... 38 

5.4 Suggestions for Further Research ................................................................................................ 38 

REFERENCES ....................................................................................................................................... 40 

APPENDIX I ........................................................................................................................................... 44 

QUESTIONNAIRE ................................................................................................................................ 44 

APPENDIX II ......................................................................................................................................... 46 

Budget for the research project ............................................................................................................. 46 

APPENDIX III ........................................................................................................................................ 47 

Table determining sample size from a given population ...................................................................... 47 

APPENDIX IV .......................................................................................................................................... 1 

Work plan for the research ...................................................................................................................... 1 

 

  



viii 
 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS (ACRONYMES) 

CDO                                          Community Development Officer 

CFC Common Fund for Commodities 

CSA                                           Central Statistical Authority 

FAO  Food and Agriculture Organization 

GDP Gross Domestic Product 

GPS                                             Geographical Positioning System 

IYI                                              Individual Youth Interviews 

MAAIF Ministry of Agriculture Animal Industry and Fisheries 

MDG                                          Millennium Development Goal 

MFPED                                      Ministry of Finance Planning and Economic Development 

NDP                                            National Development Plan 

OWC Operation Wealth Creation 

UBOS Uganda Bureau of Statistics 

UBoS Uganda Bureau of Statistics 

UNHS                                        Uganda National Household Survey 

UNIDO United Nations Industry Development Organization 

YLP Youth Livelihood Program 

EPRC                                          Economic Policy Research Centre –  

NAADS                                       National Agricultural Advisory Services 

NARO                                          National Agricultural Research Organization 



ix 
 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 3.1 Presents Summary of study population, sample size and sampling technique for 

respondents. ................................................................................................................................. 14 

Table 4.1 Influence of Credit access factors on youth involvement in agribusiness projects.

....................................................................................................................................................... 23 

Table 4.2 Influence of Attitude Factors on youth involvement in Agribusiness projects. ... 27 

Table 4.3 Influence of Extension Services on Youth Involvement in Agribusiness projects.

....................................................................................................................................................... 32 

Table 4.4 Showing Youth involvement in Agribusiness projects in Bukasakya Sub County, 

Mbale district. ............................................................................................................................. 32 

Table 4.5 Showing views of respondents on intervening variable (n=117). ........................... 33 

Table 4.6 Influence of the Intervening Variables on Youth Involvement in agribusiness 

projects. ........................................................................................................................................ 34 

 

 

  



x 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure1.1 Conceptual framework................................................................................................ 6 

Figure 4.1 Gender of respondents. ............................................................................................ 18 

Figure 4.2 Age of respondents.................................................................................................... 19 

Figure 4.3 Access to credit influences youth involvement in agribusiness projects .............. 20 

Figure 4.4 Youths are given priority when in need of financial help from financial 

institutions ................................................................................................................................... 20 

Figure 4.5 youths have benefited from youth livelihood projects .......................................... 21 

Figure 4.6 sensitisation about agribusiness projects ................................................................ 22 

Figure 4.7 youths interested in agriculture as my source of income ...................................... 24 

Figure 4.8 Youth attitude towards agriculture is due to lack of career direction in schools 25 

Figure 4.9 youths perceive that agriculture is for uneducated or informal people .............. 26 

Figure 4.10 youths dislike agriculture due to low prices of agricultural produce ................ 27 

Figure 4.11 seminars and workshops always organized by sub county leaders.................... 28 

Figure 4.12 Trainings in growing high quality crops that can attract agribusiness projects

....................................................................................................................................................... 29 

Figure 4.13 Lack of extension services has demoralized youths in agribusiness projects ... 30 

Figure 4.14 there always awareness on prospects of agribusiness projects by CDOs .......... 31 

 

  



xi 
 

ABSTRACT 

This study investigated factors influencing youth involvement in agribusiness projects in 

Bukasakya Sub County, Mbale District. The purpose of the study was to find out the factors 

influencing youth involvement in agribusiness projects in Bukasakya Sub County, Mbale 

District. The study sought to find out the influence of credit access, attitude and extension 

services on youth involvement in agribusiness projects in Bukasakya Sub County, Mbale 

District. The study is significant since agricultural sector is the back bone to the country’s 

economy, and particularly a source of livelihood to residents of Bukasakya sub county, Mbale 

District. The study was conducted through a descriptive survey research design. Data was 

collected from 151 respondents using questionnaires and interview techniques. Quantitative data 

was analysed using SPSS computer software (Version 20) to generate frequencies and 

percentages.  Qualitative data analysis was done through thematic content analysis. The study 

employed self- administered questionnaires to 113 youths and four parish chiefs.  The number of 

respondents who were interviewed included 31 parents, 1Sub County chief, 1 agricultural officer 

and 1 community development officer. 

The findings revealed that although youth can contribute significantly to socio-economy 

development through agriculture, they continue to face constraints such as lack of access to 

credit, lack of career direction in schools and lack of training in growing high quality crops. The 

study concludes that poor youth involvement in agribusiness projects in Bukasakya Sub County 

is due to limitation of access to credit, career direction and trainings in growing high quality 

crops. It is recommended that financial institutions should be flexible with collateral security 

when lending money to youths. Agriculture being the back bone of Uganda’s economy should be 

made compulsory subject at all educational institutions and there should be regular trainings on 

agribusiness projects at all Sub Counties to avert the poor youth involvement in agribusiness 

projects in Bukasakya Sub County in Mbale District. 

 


