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ABSTRACT 

The study was carried out with the aim of finding out impacts of climate change on protected 

areas for tourism destination development a case study of QENP national park in Kasese district. 

The objectives for the study were; to find out the role human activities on, protected areas for 

tourism destination development to find out the impacts of weather patterns on protected areas 

for tourism destination development and to find out the impacts of temperature changes on 

protected areas for tourism destination development. The researcher applied both qualitative and 

quantitative techniques in designing the research. A total of 45 respondents participated in the 

study and were selected using convenience sampling and random sampling method. The data 

was collected using questionnaires and interviews and presented using tables, graphs and pie 

charts for easy analysis. The study cited human activities, weather patterns and temperature 

changes as a source of climate change in Queen Elizabeth national park. The study also 

highlighted negative and positive effects of tourism activities on climate change, It relied on 

content analysis from the existing studies, and the outcome revealed that tourism activities on 

tourism destinations sites is responsible and contributes to climate change . It was however 

recommended that since tourism activities contribute to climate change the government should 

lay strategies in order to improve on the sustainability and growth of the tourism activities and 

tourism destinations for protected areas. It was also recommended that the government develops 

different strategies such as climate impact assessment strategies for tourism destinations, 

formation of tourism associations for wildlife and antiquity for investors to invest in the sectors 

while mitigating climate and others to promote the industry. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

                                            BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

1.0 Introductions 

This chapter contains the following: the introduction, study background, problem statement, 

study purpose, conceptual framework, study significance, and definitions of key terms. 

1.1Background of study. 

The study will look at the impacts of climate change as independent variable on the development 

of tourism destinations as dependent variable and how each of the variables complements to each 

other in the findings and results. 

According to (UNWTO 2023), tourism destination refers to "the places where tourism activities 

take place and a person can travel to and stay outside their usual environment for not more than 

one consecutive year for leisure, business and other purposes." 

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) defines climate 

change as a shift in the climate that may be detected over a long period of time, usually decades 

or more, by changes in the average temperature or other indicators. This includes variations in 

temperature, precipitation patterns, sea level rise, and other aspects of the climate brought on by 

human activity, like deforestation and the use of fossil fuels. 

Globally the Palenque in Mexico a Mayan archaeological site in North west of Mexico 

Archaeological monuments zone known as Palenque’ as the Pre-Hispanic City and National Park 

of Palenque tourism destination has thrived due to the adoption of climate sustainable measures, 

like green lodging and construction of eco-friendly infrastructures according to Mexico’s 

National Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI, 2023) tourism contributed 10.7% of the 

total GDP in 2022. Of this value, accommodation services accounted for 28.3%, followed by 

transportation at 19.3%; restaurants, bars, and nightclubs at 15.3%; production of handicrafts and 

other goods at 10.6%; tourism trade at 7.8%; sports and recreational services at 1.1%;.The local 

communities around the attractions Cancun, Riviera Maya, and Los Cabos, Sustainable tourism 

development has been adopted as a policy and planning approach to seek and make minimal 
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