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ABSTRACT 

 

Globally, maize production has reached unprecedented levels, exceeding 1 billion metric tons 

yearly, and now accounts for 86% of total cereal output, cementing its status as the most widely 

produced and consumed staple cereal. Despite the contribution, In Uganda, maize production 

has remained stagnant with consumption demand above domestic supply in many areas of the 

country. This makes it important to analyse the socio-economic and institutional factors that 

influence input use for increased productivity among smallholder farmers of Kamuda sub 

county. A sample of 133 farmers was randomly selected and analyzed using SPSS 20. 

Descriptive findings showed that most farmers were actively farming, had small plots, were 

youthful, female, married, and educated up to primary level. Regression analysis identified 

significant relationships between improved maize use and socio-economic factors, including 

family ties, age, marital status, maize prices, credit, income sources, and infrastructure policies. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

1.0 Introduction  

1.1 Background  

Globally, maize production has reached remarkable heights, capturing 86% of the cereal market 

and breaking the 1 billion metric ton barrier annually, a testament to its widespread 

adoption.(Danile, 2023). In Sub Saharan Africa and Latin America, maize production, 

consumption and international trade examine the changing trends in Global Supply and 

Demand about 40% (Work Bank, 2022). Uganda's National Development Plan II (NPA, 2020) 

recognizes maize as a strategic commodity, crucial for food security, nutrition, and economic 

growth. Small-scale farmers primarily cultivate maize for subsistence and income generation, 

while its export potential has gained significance in recent years. 

The African Agricultural Survey (2020) reports that 52% of farmers planted maize in the first 

season, increasing to 57% in the second season. Uganda's 2020 maize production totaled 

around 3.5 million MT, cultivated on approximately 2.0 million hectares. 

This, however, is all fuelled by proper input use, which is still challenge in Uganda leading to 

decline in maize production. According to, (2023) it shows that Input utilization in maize 

production still remains low, where by only 12% of the famers use all the inputs country wide. 

In addition, 25% of households use improved maize seeds. African Agricultural Survey, (2020). 

 However, in the area of study, the commonly used local maize varieties is local yellow maize 

and local white maize, Improved maize varieties is Longe varieties. However, the study was 

based on improved maize seeds that is to say Longe varieties. Although many efforts have been 

put in place for instance combination of technology advances is done to increase yields. (Njogu, 

2019), there is need to analyse factors influencing the use of inputs that is why my research 

was based on solving factors that influence input use in Kamuda Sub County. 

1.2 Problem statement  

For many decades, the agricultural sector remains the largest provider of Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP), contributing 20% to 50% to developing countries and 15% to 30% to 

developed countries (World Bank Group, 2024). Despite the contribution, In Uganda, maize 

production has remained stagnant with consumption demand above domestic supply in many 

areas of the country like in Kamuda sub county. 
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