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This research project was conducted in Ajok moliteny village, Narengemoru parish, Ngoleriet
Sub County, Napak district. The data was collected during the month of July 2024. The main
objective of the study was to assess the tree cover conditions in Ngoleriet Sub County. The study
used a descriptive research design with both qualitative and quantitative approaches. Primary
data was collected using structured questionnaires, and personal observation, and secondary data
by review of existing literature from journals, District reports and books. Purposive sampling
was done to select five key informants and simple random sampling the 50 households located in
Ngoleriet Sub County, Narengemoru parish, Ajok moliteny village interviewed in the study. The
primary data was coded, cleaned and entered in Microsoft excel and the exported to Statistical
Package for Social Scientists (SPSS) for descriptive statistical analysis. Findings showed that the
major drivers of tree cover loss in Ngoleriet Sub County were: Poverty and lack of alternative
livelihood options, population growth and increased demand for resources, lack of awareness
about the importance of trees and weak enforcement of tree cutting regulations.

However due to tree cover loss, there has been an impact on both the environment and the
livelihoods of people. It was also found that the local communities around Ngoleriet Sub County
are not aware of laws and policies regarding environmental conservation and management. This
is due to low levels of education attained as well as low sensitization levels. It is concluded from
the study that the major reasons why people cut trees include need for firewood, construction

materials, income generation and lack of awareness about the negative impacts.

The recommendations from the study include: Strengthening laws and regulation governing
natural resource utilization especially the plant resources, sensitize people on proper use and
management of plant resources , the dangers associated with excessive tree cutting; Implement
laws and policies regarding environmental conservation and management through increased
monitoring and supervision of environmental activities in Ngoleriet sub county by the relevant

stakeholders both at the sub county, district and national leve
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction
This chapter presents the background of the study, the problem statement, general and specific

objectives, the conceptual framework, and the significance of the study.

1.2 Background of the study

Tree cover plays a critical role in sustaining the health and well-being of ecosystems worldwide.
From regulating climate patterns to supporting biodiversity and providing livelihoods for
communities, trees are vital components of our natural environment. The expansion of
agriculture in Brazil causes the loss of vast swaths of tree cover and woody savannas in the
tropics and sub-tropics (Strassburg et al 2017, McNichol et al 2018, and Cecrtis et al 2018).
Consequently, the loss of natural ecosystems in the tropics results in land surface that tends to
warm faster and disperse heat less effectively than a comparable area of intact woody savanna
(Feddema et al 2005, Ban-Weiss et al 2011) However, many regions across the globe, including
Africa, have experienced significant tree cover loss due to various drivers such as population
growth, agricultural expansion, and unsustainable land-use practices. According to the
International Monetary Fund, the East African country has lost over a million hectares of tree
cover, nearly a third of the country’s total. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization,
the rate of tree cover loss in Uganda was 51.1kha per year “’between’” 2015-2020, Somalia
76.8kha, Cameroon 58.0kha. Tree cover loss in Uganda is mainly attributed to rapid population
growth and need for more land for settlement and agriculture, Urbanization, Industrialization and
increased demand for solid biomass for fuel. According to the Uganda National Household
Survey 2019/2020 shows that 73% and 21% of the households in Uganda use firewood and
charcoal for cooking respectively. Tree cover loss has exposed Uganda to a number of hazards
which have had significant impacts o the economy according to the World Bank Statistics on
climate change. In 2021, Uganda lost 49,000 hectares of tree cover, equivalent to 23.5 million
tons of carbon dioxide emission. According to Global Forest Watch, Uganda lost over 23% of its
tree cover between 2000 and 2020. Uganda lost 64.3kha of humid, making up 7.9% of its total

tree cover loss. This research focuses on assessing the tree cover conditions in Ngoleriet sub-

14
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