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ABSTRACT
This study assessed the impact of gender mainstreaming in environmental conservation initiatives
in Lwemiyaga sub-county, Sembabule district using a cross-sectional data collected from 60
(sixty) respondents in (4) four villages. Data was collected on the demographic information of the
respondents, factors influencing gender mainstreaming in tree planting project, effects of gender
mainstreaming in the community tree planting project, and strategies that can be employed to
ensure effective gender mainstreaming in community tree planting project in Lwemiyaga Sub
County Sembabule district. Simple random sampling using the lottery method was used to select
respondents from the community. Descriptive analysis was used to come up with descriptive
statistics inform of tables and (SPSS) version was used as the statistical package for analysis to
determine the difference in the perspectives of men and women considering the chi-square test.
The results from descriptive analysis showed that, 50% of the respondents were men, and 50%
were women ensuring equal participation in the study, 60% of men and 40% of women knew the
meaning of gender mainstreaming. The results further showed that 96.7 % of the men and 100%
of women were aware of the tree planting project in the area and among these, 56.7% of the men
and 53.3 of the women were involved in the project. It was found out that inadequate tools and
equipment, inadequate experience and inadequate funds were the major challenges that affect both

men and women in the pursue of equal participation in the community tree planting project.

Furthermore, 93.3% of the men and 86.7% of the women believed that gender mainstreaming had
positive effects in community tree planting projects, government and NGOs were the major
providers of interventions that promote gender mainstreaming in the community tree project in the
area. It is recommended that both men and women should be actively involved in decision-making
processes, project planning, and implementation, prioritizing the inclusion and empowerment of
vulnerable groups is crucial, and collaboration between government entities, NGOs,
environmentalists, and community project leaders is essential for effective implementation of

gender mainstreaming in community projects.

xii



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background to the Study:

Gender mainstreaming in environmental conservation initiatives has gained significant attention
in recent years as scholars and policymakers recognize the need to address gender disparities in

environmental conservation efforts.

Gender mainstreaming is an approach that aims to integrate a gender perspective into all stages of
policy development, implementation, and evaluation, with the goal of promoting gender equality
and addressing gender disparities. In the context of environmental conservation, gender
mainstreaming involves recognizing and addressing the different roles, needs, and priorities of
women, men, and gender diverse individuals in relation to environmental issues and policies. For
example, gender mainstreaming in environmental conservation involves ensuring that women
have equal access to resources and decision-making processes related to natural resource
management. It also involves considering the differentiated impacts of environmental degradation
on women and men and taking actions to address these disparities. (UNEP, 2016)

Gender refers to the social and cultural roles, behaviors, expectations, and identities that society
assigns to individuals based on their sex. It encompasses a range of characteristics, including but
not limited to biological sex, gender identity, gender expression, and gender roles (WHO, Gender).
Gender is a social construct that varies across different cultures and societies, and it can influence
how individuals experience and interact with the world around them. Gender roles are the set of
societal expectations, norms, and behaviors that are considered appropriate for individuals based
on their gender. These roles are often culturally determined and can vary across different societies
and time periods. Traditionally, gender roles have assigned certain tasks, responsibilities, and
privileges to individuals based on their perceived gender. For example, in many societies, women
have been expected to take care of domestic chores, while men have been expected to be the
primary breadwinners. (WHO, 2021).

Community engagement is key for successful environmental conservation as gender
mainstreaming can enhance community participation by recognizing the diverse roles and

responsibilities of men and women. Various studies have explored the link between gender
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