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ABSTRACT

In Uganda, over 75% of the total losses in cattle are through debility, direct

mortality, morbidity losses in milk ,hides and beef have been attributed to ticks

and TBDs and their control in cattle accounted for 86% of the total animal

disease control costs. The most limiting factors to livestock production

among the pastoralists and farmers in the entire tropic and the cattle

corridor areas have been reported to be ticks, TBDs and other associated

effect.

A cross section study was carried out amongst the 80 respondents in Gweri

sub-county in soroti district in the four parishes to assess the farmer’s

knowledge, attitude and practices about tick control. A structured questionnaire

was used as a tool to collect data which was analysed by SPSS software using

statistical tests such as Chi square and logistic regression and later data presented in

tables and graphs.

The results revealed that (75.0%) of the respondents used Ixodicides as a tick control

method and least number of respondents (25.0%) used manual removal as a tick

control strategy. This study further presented that, level of education and knowledge of

Ixodicides were significant to the method of tick control to be used. However,

insignificant factors such as sex, animal kept, choice of Ixodicides, period of Ixodicides

effect and Place of purchase of Ixodicides had no effect on the method of tick control. I

recommend further studies be conducted on the effect of ticks and the losses

encountered in their management in the same area of study.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION.

1.0Background.

Approximately 80% of the world’s cattle population of 989 million are at risk

of ticks and tick borne diseases (TBDs) with associated numerous health

and economic effects (Rodríguez et al., 1989). In cattle, ticks transmit wide

range of diseases, the most important of which are anaplasmosis,

babesiosis, Cowdriosis and theileriosis(Rodríguez et al., 1989) .These ticks

are not only capable of transmitting infectious agents to livestock but also

directly affect the host due to skin irritation from attachment, blood loss,

bite wounds and sometimes leading to self-trauma and secondary bacterial

infection.

In eastern Africa, several factors encourage persistent infections and carrier

states of TBDs in cattle herds, including production systems and

management practices, inadequate veterinary services, infrastructure,

resources, and bimodal annual rainfall(Byaruhanga, 2017).Inappropriate

control of practices against ticks and TBDs affect the patterns of exposure

to tick-borne infections in cattle and establishment of immunity at individual

or herd levels(Byaruhanga et al., 2015).

In Uganda, over 75% of the total losses in cattle are through debility, direct

mortality, morbidity losses in milk ,hides and beef have been attributed to ticks

and TBDs and their control in cattle accounted for 86% of the total animal

disease control costs(Contreras & Kirunda, 2021). Among all livestock species

reared in Uganda, cattle (Bos indcus) make the largest population and biggest

contribution to income and food security in pastoral communities (Contreras &

Kirunda, 2021).Synthetic pyrethroids mediated by esterbond hydrolysis of the

Ixodicides by a specific CE being members of the carboxy erase (CE) family are

closely(Cossío-Bayúgar et al., 2018).
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