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SUMMARY 

Reader-response theory focuses on readers’ responses to literary texts. Proponents of reader-

response theory believe that literature has no objective meaning or existence; rather, readers 

bring their own thoughts, moods and experiences to whatever text they are reading and get out of 

it whatever they happen to base on their own expectations and ideas. In addition, Oral literature 

evolved from oral tradition, and was composed by illiterate raconteurs and transmitted by word 

of mouth from one generation to another. It is a collection of oral materials of high quality and 

was composed verbally through creative use of imagination by an artist in non-literate societies. 

Mbunda (2006) defines oral literature as a verbal art of essentially non-literate societies 

composed extemporaneously before a traditional audience and transmitted from one generation 

to another by word of mouth.  

However, Rock high school, Tororo vividly helped me in conducting this study since it consisted 

of students of different backgrounds and cultures. This qualitative study was to explore how oral 

literature is taught using the reader response approach in secondary schools. The population 

consisted of the students and teachers of English and literature. The sample consisted of about 20 

students randomly selected and 3 teachers purposively selected within the population area. 

Interviews and observations were used during this qualitative research study. 

Regarding the ethical considerations, the researcher provided the respondents with the necessary 

information concerning the main purpose of the research in relation to the research objectives 

and she was in position to keep the privacy and would not disclose the confidentialities of the 

respondents. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the background of the study, statement of the problem, purpose of the 

study, scope of the study, research objectives of the study, significance of the study, research 

questions, research hypothesis, and limitations of the study. 

1.1. Background of the study 

Theorists of the Reader-response theory like Richards in the principles of literary criticism; 

practical criticism (1924) and Louise Rosenbatt (Literature as Exploration) contend that the 

theory focuses on the activity of reading a work of literature because basing on this school of 

thought, the literary text has no life of its own without the reader since the reader brings 

something to the text that completes it and that makes each reading different.  In fact, reader-

response theorists believe that even the same reader reading the same text on two different 

occasions will probably produce different meanings because so many variables contribute to our 

experience of the text. In the same way, Reader-response critics turn from the traditional 

conception of a work as an achieved structure of meanings to the responses of readers as they 

read a text. By this shift of perspective, Kelly Griffith (2002) in writing essays about literature 

contends that a literary work is converted into an activity that goes on in a reader's mind; that is, 

a reader's experience and the text. It is through this interaction that meaning is made. Proponents 

of this school of criticism believe that literature has no objective meaning or existence; rather 

readers bring their own thoughts, moods and experiences to whatever text they are reading and 

get out of it whatever they happen to base on their own expectations and ideas. 

As far as the teaching of literature involves different activities in which students use English, it 

may also play an important role in generating output, that is to say spoken or written production 

in English. Swain (2000) argues that students also need to practice using a language in order to 

learn it, and that there are several ways in which they can learn from the language they produce 

themselves. Output can, for instance, help students notice the ways in which their linguistic 

proficiency may be improved. The teaching of literature can consequently contribute to the 

development of students’ English skills in numerous ways (Swain, 2000).  

Finally, there are also certain scholars who argue that working with literature may also promote 

students’ cultural competence. Collie and Slater (1987, as cited in Parkinson & Reid Thomas, 
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