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Abstract

This study sought to analyze the characteristics of sunflower farmers, their knowledge, attitude,

perceptions and skills with the gross margins of sunflower production and processing in

Bunabutye sub county Bulambuli District. A total of 80 sunflower cultivating farmers were

randomly selected were 63 farmers sold sunflower grains immediately after harvest and 17

farmers processed there sunflower before selling. The study investigated the characteristics of

the farmers based on the cropping pattern, season, use of inputs and farm size among others. A

semi-structured questionnaire was used to collect data. In analyzing, descriptive statistics were

used for characterizing farmers, mean was used to analyze scale Likert questions which were

answering the questions on knowledge, attitude, perceptions and skills whilst gross margin

formula was used for gross margin analysis. The results revealed that all (100%) the respondents

who participated in the study were sunflower farmers with an average of 3.6 years in production

who mainly planted local varieties of sunflower. They also grew sunflower in different

location/gardens with a mean of (1.736) and most farmers had garden sizes of 2 acres and below

with beans as the most inter cropped with sunflower. The study further revealed the high

knowledge by farmers on sunflower drying, and many farmers were neutral on knowledge

concerning sunflower varieties and marketing whereas farmers had low knowledge on quality

and use of input. It was also got that farmers had a very high attitude on sunflower production,

information sharing and moderate on farmer groups, transformation of sunflower to increases

profits and credit helping to boast production, there was low attitude on farmers investing in

sunflower chain and paying for training sessions. Farmers perceptions were high on sunflower

being grown for sale and sunflower production being cheap but moderate perceptions on

sunflower production seasons and low perceptions on sunflower market. The study results

further revealed that sunflower production and processing was profitable however, the level of

profitability was higher for processors as the profits were four times more.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the study

Globally sunflower is among the four most important oilseed crops. It is native to America, but

at world scale, it became available for commercial production after some years(Khan et al.,

2018). The evolution of sunflower crop at global scale has been quite remarkable going from

10million tones for 9.6metric hectares in 1975 to 52mnT for 27 metric hectares in 2018, its seeds

contain around 44% oil and 16% proteins, sun flower is both an oil and protein species. It

competes on both vegetable oil markets led by palm oil (Inovia, 2020).

Sunflower was the third oil seed produced oil crop in the world with 45mnT per year in the

period 2014-2018 representing 9% of the global oil seeds production preceded by soya bean

(60%) and rape seed (12%). Sun flower was produced on large scale in a limited number of

countries where two thirds of the production was concentrated in Europe, the other major

producing countries were Argentina, china, united states and the south eastern part of

Africa(south Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia) (Bertucci et al., 2018).

The oil seed industry has been ranked high on the government agenda due to its poverty

reduction potential. In particular, sunflower, the main oil seed produced in north-eastern Uganda

(a post-conflict zone), had the potential to transform the lives of some 12 million people

Sunflower has been maintaining its competitiveness on oilseed markets in the previous decades,

this is through continuous innovation in genetics, production markets and growing segmentations.

(Inovia, 2020).Many opportunities will be opened in future for sunflower through a bio refinery

approach and a diversification of uses of oil (for food, food industry, biofuels, biomaterials),

proteins (for feed, including aquaculture, food, potentially biomaterials, and even cellulosic

fraction. The plasticity of sunflower has made it a crop relatively adaptable to different kinds of

agricultural policies and resulting agricultural systems

Vegetable Oil Development Project (VODP), which specifically focused on the oilseed sector

was launched in partnership with IFAD to increase household income among smallholders by

revitalizing and increasing domestic vegetable oil production. VODP was instrumental as it
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