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Abstract  

Land degradation in Uganda is becoming a major constraint to growth and 

development of rural livelihoods. The socioeconomic impacts of agricultural land 

use to the degraded Nalwekomba wetland ecosystem were investigated in three 

riparian parishes that highly depended on the wetland for a livelihood. These 

parishes were purposely selected and a sample of 130 households were randomly 

selected. Results showed wetlands are under threat of over-exploitation due to 

agriculture land uses. Majority of the respondents were willing to leave the 

wetland. There is a need to design strategies for alternative livelihood options for 

wetland dependent communities to achieve Sustainable Development Goals.  

Keywords: Land Degradation; Livelihood; Wetland system 

 

General introduction 

 

Wetlands resource degradation continues to be one of the most pressing issues 

globally. Wetlands are among the most important ecosystems on the earth‘s surface 

(Muhimbo, 2022; Fois, et al, 2022; Mugumya, 2018), though have witnessed a 

drastic loss in their acreage. The drastic loss of wetlands is due to anthropogenic 

activities in many parts of the world (Adeeyo, et al., 2022). 

However, in East Africa, wetlands are steadily converted to agriculture for food 

security reasons (Ondiek, et al., 2020). Major weaknesses identified for wetland 

degradation are the ignorance of people about the benefits of wetlands and the weak 

implementation of frameworks and policies that currently exist (Adeeyo, et al., 
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It is concluded that the benefits accrued to cultivation of Nalwekomba wetland 

ecosystem and its catchment has left it vulnerable to agents of soil erosion and 

flooding (figures 3 & 4) due to low levels of water infiltration which has made it 

become seasonal in nature. This has greatly impacted on River Nile, a trans-

boundary river and source of livelihood to ten countries in the Nile Basin in Africa.  
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