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ABSTRACT
The aim of the study was to assess the driving factors of the use of indigenous technical
knowledge among the small holder maize farmiers in Buwagi parish-Budondo sub-counity,
Jinja district. The objectives of the study included: to identify the major ind'ig__enous
knowledge practices used in‘maize production, to 'identi_fy-the- benefits of using IK: practices
on maize production, to identify the challenges faced by small holder farmers while using
ITK on maize production. A review:of related research-on Indigenous Technical Knowledge
on rhdize production is presented to determine how other scholars have investigated 1TK in
relation to agricultural practices.A cross- section survey desighn was used to collect both
quantitative and qualitative data which invoive random selection of participants from a
sample size of 39%using a pre-tested structured questionnaire asdata collection instruménts.The
data c()'ﬂect_i(m methods included:questionnaires, observationand focus discussion. Data
analysis, data presentation and interpretation. were described through the use ofSTATA
software to investigaté the relationship and association among variablesand data was
analyzed- basing on the stafistics from the guestionnaires and interviews -of the respondents,
and also presented, analyzed and interpreted according to the objectives of the study.The
summary of findingsshowed that ITK plays an important rofe in enhancing maize production
among. the small holdetr maize farmers in many forms like it preserves soil, it ensures health
c;fops,' ensures food availability, reduced costs of production, increased product

priceshowever most of the farmers are affected by the challenge of low yields as being the

:most affecting -cha’ll’enge thoughthere are many other difficulties faced while using

indigenous techriical knowledge which included: composite manure being bulky to carry.
time consuming in collecting items, materials delay to decompose, its labor intensive,
delayed production of results. no c)rganiZed classes, and its claimed to be out dated, and

others.Its therefore recommended that farmersshould do research on new farming methods

-other than. traditional or in.digeh()us.- farming methods through formation of farmers

cooperatives to help educate or train them on other farming methods as well as practicing.

crop rotation, use bush burning and bush fallowing, mixed farming in order to keep the s0il

fertile hence high maize yields.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1Backgroundto the Study

Indigenous knowledge refers to the knowledge that local community accumulates over
generations living in a given environment,IK ¢an also be termedas traditional knowledge,
"in'd'ige'nous knowledge system, traditional environmental knowledge, local knowiedge, rural
people’s knowledge, indigenous technical knowledge or indigenous agricuttural
knowledge(UNEP), (Tabuti & Damme, 2012).

Globally, indigenous knowledge is used by the local communities. for decision making
relating to- food security, human and animal health, education, natural résources management,
and other activities.Traditiohally in practicing indigenous knowledge, farmers applied green
manures, practiced crop rotation, composting, mulch their crops using local materials like:
coffee husks while others use local pesticides to control pests. Farmers also use multiple

cropping as a form of intercropping (Mutekanga, 2018)

The Main sources. of ITK are from intetactions ‘with the elderly, parents, grandparents,
relatives and friends. ‘Other commons sources of 1K -ar_e.ih_rough visits where one finds a

technology being applied and picks interest in it{Akullo et al., 2007)

Many years ago, indigen’ous knowledge has been used by rural pebple.éspe_cially in Latin
_Ain'eric_a, Asia and Africa to sustain their livelihoods -and maintain their cultiral
identitys(Asy'ari, 2015). Indigenotis knowledge is an impottant part of lives for rural
comimunities in Africa especially for the poor who depend directly on natural resources for
their livelihoods. This knowledge is a key element for their social capital and an asset for
survival. IK is used to produce food, provide shelter and 1o make the rural people achieve
control of their own lives. Agricultural activities have been pro’ducti\'fe, sustainable -and
ecologically sound, due to the utilisation of IK in developing countries (Tandi et al., 2010).
Local knowledge is important in achieving sustainable agriculture, especially regarding food
security. It is therefore imipottant for future agricultural research {(Hart & Mouton, 1998) .
Indigenous knowledge is majorly used as a basis for decision making in agriculture. The

agricultural sector is the backbone of mary countries in Africa.
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