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ABS'I'HACT

The topic of the study focused on the contributions of'Igogero wetland to the people in Bugiri district

more .especially those living adjacent the wetland. It also focused on how community interacts with

lilt wetland Ihr theirlivelihoods and the management of the wetland, The objectives of the study were

I U LlSSCS:~.the socio economic benefits of Igogero swamp to. the people of Bugiri district, to find out

the most C01l11110n economic activities carried out from the wetland, to examine eCOl10111ic benefit

trom the wetland, to find out how different organizations have influenced wetland utilization, and to

discover the different communityactions towards the wetland management and sustainability.

l,Fugero wCII.<.IIKJ cuts across two districts, that is, Iganga district and Bugiri districts and to the

western pari of Bugiri district. Igogero swamp crosses Buwunga, Buyanga, and Nabukalu sub

countie-. II is also called Igogero-Ngombwa: it is accessible from the JirljU Tororo road between

Bulaba and BUSQwi:\, It covers anarea of363 km2.

Data co llection lor the study involved use of quantitative and qualitative methods. Quantitative data

oj tile eighty respondents was. collected using a semi structured questionnaire at the household.level.

'I'his questionnaire was administered to the household head 01' to a.household member that was active.

in the wetland utilization. Information gathered by the semi-structured questionnaire included socio>-

economic characteristics of respondents, information on livelihood benefits and information on:

auiiudes and practices ofrespondentson wetland conservation, management and ownership,

(\,,'l:orcling IQ the findings, it was discovered that most people leaving near the wetland have benefited

111\11'(.' from the system'. People. who own land grow rice and other crops like tomatoes, maize, and

This wetland also directly support many people arid provide goods and services to the world outside

111(' wetland. People living close to the wetland lise. wetland soils for agriculture, catch fisb IDI'

cousumptiou, and cut tI'C(,!S for timber and fuel wood and wetland reeds to make mats and 10. thatch

roo ts. Th(~YGraze ,\nI1110Is like COWSl goats and sheep, Clay mining is; also a common activity carried

(liil from the WetIand employing many people in the district.

xl



('IIAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
This chapter presents the background of the study, the statement of the problem, objectives of the

study i.e. speci fie and overall objectives. The chapter also includes the research questions, the scope

of the study and the significance and the justification of the study. Not only that, but it also

comprises ofthe conceptual framework, and the organization of the study.

1.1 Bar cground of the study

Uganda's wetlands which occupy about 13% of. the total land area have since the mid

IlnOs t xpcrienced large-scale drainage for agriculture, industrial development, sand and clay

mining ..md other human activities. This state of affairs led Government to ban further large-scale

drainage and seek advice on how best to manage the resource on a long-term basis. Subsequently,

the arionul Wetlands Conservation and Management Programme was created in 1989, with

tvchnical assistance lrorn the International Union for Conservation of I ature (lUCN).

!~:13ed on the Department of Environment Protection. the Programme was designed to assist

~tl .. erruncnt Llt:!\clop a national policy {or the conservation and sustainable management of

\\ ciland s and acquire the technical capacity needed to implement the policy. Although wetlands

arc often inaccessible, and therefore seen as wastelands, there is a growing recognition that

they provide <I wide variety of goods, services and attributes important to our well-being Goods

include: Water, Sand, gravel and clay Soils, Livestock, Fish ,Crops, Fuel, Timber, Building

nuuerials, Crall materials, Medicines, Wildlife. Wetland services include; Erosion control, Flood

protection. Water purification, Groundwater recharge, Climatic effects, Recreation, and Wildlife

habiuu. The attributes include; Biodiversity and Cultural significance. Wetlands are classified into

sV" .onal and permanent wetlands. Wetlands provide many substantial benefits not only to local

·,t'. iciy. but also to the nation as a whole. They are recognized globally lor their vital role in

sustaining a wide array of biodiversity and providing goods and services and as important sources

tl! othc: natural resources, upon which the rural communities depend.

III Bugrri district. wetlands provide a wide range of tangible and non-tangible benefits to various

couununuics. The tangible benefits include water for domestic and livestock lise and support

.I~I icul.urc ill terms or irrigation, provision of handcrafts. building materials. and toed resources

such <IS fish. yams, vegetables, and medicine. The non-tangible benefits include Ilood control,

purification of water. and maintenance of the water table, and microclimate moderation.

1
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