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ABstRACT
The study focused on kid mortality with a purpose of determining the: prevalence and, causes' of
kid mortality in Arapai S\IP County. 4 Parishes were 'covered in. the study that involved ~5 goat

farmers.selected at random to whom questionnaires Were: administered h~ the author .observation

and inspection of the farm premises were' also be done.-,

Data was entered and analyzed in Statistical Package for Social Scientists. Point prevalence by
'was calculated as the number kids that died within 6 months. divided by the total number of

individuals sampled and multiplied by 109. The study revealed the. kid mortality rate and also:

·obServ~d the major causes of kid mortality 'and 'about 2.5~ kidswereconsidered.

The-results revealed that 'the. overall mortality tate is .38;l oro. It was also 'observed that infeetious

causes were the major causes ofkidmortality inArapai Sub COll111)<

The main infectious cause of.mortality was.pneumonia (33%).Thls study also revealed that 49%

of'thegoat owners wereaged between 3,1~50,,18-3.b yeats (44%), ::>5p years (7%).

Sniall East African goats Were mostly kept 00:.,9.%), followed by 2:1.8'% crosses, Mubende

(1.,8%), and Saanens 1,8%.

Finally. the study contains recommeadations where maintenance of .good health through

application of appropriate disease control prevention by routine vaccination oJ' vaccinatable

diseases and regular tick. control and, deforming construction of prope; and 'i!1'i.)rdable'.kip houses

coupled with maintenance of cleanliness ill these structures to reduce on the hygiene related

diseases,

ThIS study. also contains conclusions where mojar attention should be: ()11 the facets of goat

husbandry, whichis crucial to the overall health of the herd. The farmer must be in tune with.

various factors that affect the health of the kids', nutritional and. housing factors .must be

considered.



CHAPTER ONE: INTR..OD~rCTloN

1.1 Background

-Goats make up a..great potential resource ln Africa because they are' more numerous than sheep,

the-majority of goats in the tropics are found iil part-time, low output, scavenging systems, in

herds of 5 to 10 animals. They are nevertheless very important .as a source of meat and for

religious purposes. as' well as .savings. Savings mean that goats. provide a way of generating

capital-and maintaining, acceptable cash flow according.to Fielding, (1987).

In Uganda, stakeholders like NARO and NAADS encourage most farmers especially those

Jiving. in rural areas' to engage in goat production mainly because' the)! .are yeti hardy in terms of

diseases and drought tolerance. In the study conducted by Donkin, (199$).. indigenous goats

wereshownto have genetic resistance to heart water, an. important .tick-born.disease.

the advantages of farming with these adapted animals are tolerance to heat stress and water
deprivation during drought periods as well as resistance to the many tropica! diseases and

parasites found In Africa (Maree .and Casey, 19~3, Ramsey et (/1.., 1994). they .are generally

raised extensively em communal 'lands with minimal veterinary mid other management inputs

(stewart, 1.997),.

1

However, the ¥qat kids are more susceptible and perishable stage cfa goat flock and any effort

made to ensure .their survival is bound, ~6increase productivity and economic returns (Lebbie

and Manzini, 1(89). The death of kids before tIley are weaned is perhaps the single biggest

cause of loss experienced by goat farmers, The predisposing factors may be. a .lack 'of colostrum

atbirth, poor mothering. poor nutrition of. the dam leadingto low milk production, dirty housi ng

and pel) areas which allow build up. ofinfective agents, dirty water' and failure to vaccinate the.

dam appropriately (Peacock, 1996).

High-mortality among kids and slow growth among those thai survive are the major consttairits

to production. Diseases, 'inadequate nutrition .and :poor management are the main underlying

causes of the high mortality and Jow growth rates, especially among young ..animals (Lebbie and

I
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