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ABSTRACT

A .study to assess the: major defects affecting quality of cattle hides ·dUl'in~ slaughter was

conducted 1"1:0111 March ro April 2016 at Sorori municipal abattoir iii Soroti district, [0 idemi fY
defects inflicted on hides of cattle during slaughter; causes of defects all hides during slaughter

and 10 establish [be relationship between defects and grading of hides. Seventy five (75) cattle;

their IIides. and 'fifteen tl.a~rs. were used in the study. Data: 011 defectson h ides, causes on defects

and grade of hides were collected and. analyzed using srss version 1·6. The results were

presented using pie charts, graphs and tables, Seventy three (97,3%) hides had one or more

defects. The major defects were: flay cuts (4'9;3%,), incorrect shape t).3<l!.i), bruises (28%). and

veininess (70.6%) while others were: gouge marks (96%) and din (85..3o.-:p)'.. ..ivlajority of tlayers

had enough experience ·in flaying: 16-20 years (2'6.70/0). 11-15 YCaJ's (45.%). 6-10 years (2Q%),

Whereas none had all}! training 011 flaying and handling of hides. Major causes of defects were;
inhumane. slaughter, Iack of training of the (layers; use of un-recornniended facilities and

equipment, The hides recovered were: .50.6% (.gl:a,(1e I), 28.0% (grade. 1.1)'and 2.1.3% (rejects).

The study concluded thaj the quality of hides during slaughter WCI:e Inairlly affected. by tlaycurs

which end up lowering the grade of the hides and the 1110ney paid to the farmers. It was

recommended that abattoir should put in facilities for humane s!allgh~er:, c~ri} out rigorous

\rainhig on liayiqg methods' and procedures while' emphasizing the need to replace equipment

such ns.wom.outIlay knivesandprovide electricity.toimprove of quality hides.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

J . .I 13aCl,grollnd

. According to Jabbar et al. (2002); livestock contribute lip to 28% or the Agricultural Gross

Domestic Production (GDP) of sub-Saharan A frtca with the major products such as milk, meal.

eggs. wool. hides and skin and it is Olio of the. main component of agricultural industry in

Uganda coutributiiig 9% of the total GDP and 18% as agricultural GDP (UBOS, 2011 ~Mbabazi

an~i Mahmud, 2012), Livestock does not. only provide food and income but also social

security/insurance and serves as mobile banks, wealth accumulation and social esteem

(Ruhangawerbare, 20W). Over 85% of the Uganda's population lives in rural areas In which

agriculture is the major contributor to their livelihoods.

Globally, ir is estimated that cattle hide production grew by, 70% between early 80s and late 90s,

with two third taking p laces in: developi lig countries. In til is period the share of A frica remained

around ] 0% (Rafik, 2002). According to Leach and Trevor (2009), the production of cattle hides

was projected to increase in developing countries and expected to be equivalent to 75% of global

production ofcattle III 20 10: In Uganda, livestock production .stands at 12.8 mi Ilion cattle, i4.0

million goats and 3..S sheep, In :WOOand 2001 alone 27,992 tons of raw hides ~ll1Pskins were
exported worth US $ 54.4 million (Tcmsch &. Merchich, :2002; uaos ~011) Footwear industry

alone: u subsector or leather is employing over i6t)O and it is not producing to its full capacity.

However, the huge resource potential of cattle populations of the cotinO'Y are constrained and

threatent~d by compound effect :01,' various defects of pre-, peri- 'And post-slaughter origins

(Leach, 2002: Okuni el al., 2011). Peri-slaughter defects of nay ellis and bruises caused by

unski lied [layers. use or inappropriate flaying tools, and inhumane slaughter are among these

threats resulting in serious economic IQSSCS to the tanning industry and the country as a whole

(Yacob, t.o I3).

ln Uganda. 80% (if the hides are rejected bused on quality grounds but mostly due to poor

flaylng, The Uganda Leather and Allied Indusuies Association (ULAIA) in 200012001 reported

that between 50% and 80% of Uganda cattle hides were rejected because of pO(lr Jlayil1g and

putrefaction. ULAIA also estimated that losses due to flay damages in Uganda varies between

6Q~8{)%in row hides (King, 1002).
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