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ABSTRACT

A study 1o assess the major defects affectitig quality of cattle hides during slaughter was’
conducted (rom Mareh to April 2016 al Soroti municipal abattoir in Soroti district, to  identify
defects inflicted on hides of cattle during slaughter: causés of defects on hides during slaughter
and to establish the refationship between deféets and grading of hides. Seveity five (73) cattle,
their hides and fificen flayers were used in the study. Data on defects on hides, causes on defects
and grade of hides were collected and analyzed using SPSS version 16, The resulis were:
presented using pie charts, graphs and tables. Seventy three (97.3%) hides had one or more
defects. The major defects were: flay cuts (49.3%), incorrect shape (3.3%), bruises (28%). and
veininess (70.6%) while others were: gouge marks (96%) and dirt (85.3%). Majerity of flayers
had enough experience -in flaying: 16-20 vears (26.7%). 11-15 years (43%). 6-10 years {20%,).
Whereds none had any training on flaying and handling of hides. Major causes of defécts were:
inhumane. slaughter, lack of taining of the fayérs, use of un~recomniended facilities and
equipment. The hides recovered were: 50.6% (grade: 1), 28.0% (grade 11} and 21.3% {rejects),
The study concluded thal the quality of hides during slaughter were mainly aflected by (lay cuts
which end up lowering the grade of the hides and the money paid o the farmers. It was
recommended. that abaitoir should put in facilities for humane slaughter, carry oul rigorous
rraining on faying methods and procedures while emphasizing the need to replace equipment

sueh as-worn.out Aay knives and provide electricity 1o improve of quality hides.



CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

“According to Jabbar ef al. (2002), Livestock contribute up 10 28% of the Agricultural Gross
Domestic Produttion (GDP) of sub-Sabharan Africa with the’ major products such as milk, meat.
eggs. ‘wool. hides and skin and it is one of the main ¢component of agricultoral indusory in
Jganda contributing 9% of the total GDP and 18% as agricultural GDP (UBOS, 2011: Mbabazi
and Mahmud. 2012). Livestock does not only provide food and income but also social
security/insurance and  gerves as mobile banks, wealth accumulation and social esteem
(Ruhangawerbare, 2010), Over 85% of the Uganda’s population lives in rural areas in which

agriculture is the major conwibutor 1o their livelihoods.

Globally. it is estimated that cautle hide production grew by 70% between carly 80s and late 90s,
with two tliird taking places in developing couniries, In this period the share of Africa remainéd
around 10% (Ratik, 2002). Acedrding to Leach and Trevor (2009), the production of cattle hides
was-projected to increase in developing countries and expected to be equivalent to'75% of global
production of cattle in 2010: In Uganda, livestock production stands at 12.8 million cattle, 14.0
million goats and 3.8 sheep. In 2000 and 2001 alone 27.992 tons of raw hides and skins were
exported worth US $ 54.4 million (Temsch & Merchich, 2002; UBOS 201 1). Footwear industry

alone: u subsectar of lédther is-emploving over 1600 and ivis not producing to its full capacity.

However, the huge resource potential of cattle populations of the cotintiy are constrainéd and
threatened by compound effect of various defects of pre-.. peri- ‘and post-slaughter origins
(Leach, 2002 Okuni ef af., 2011, Peri-slaughter defects of flay cuts and bruises caused by
unskilled flayers, use- ol inappropriate (laying tools, and inhumane slaughter are amony these
threats resulting in serious -economic losses to the tanning industry and the country as @ whole

(Yacob, 20133

In Uganda. 80% of the hides are rejected based on quality grounds but mostly due to poor
flaying. The Uganda Leather dnd Allied Industries Association (ULAIA) in 200072001 reported
that belween 50% and 80% of Uganda cattle: hides weie rejected because ot poor faying and
putrefiction. LILAIA also estimated that losses due 1o {lay damages in Uganda viries between

60-80% in raw hides (King, 2002),
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