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ABSTRACT

The study"was conducted on. the Sunflower outgrowers in Ngetta Suo County in LIra district. The

purpose. of the study was' an analysis of .contributions of'.sunflower oilseeds to the livelihood of

the.Outgrowers of'Mukawano industry in.Lira district, The specific-objectives were to; determine

the 'sunflower production activities. for the out.g!ower~, 10 find out. the benefits of sunflower
oilseeds to the. livelihood of sunflower outgrowers, and establish :the challenges faced by
sunflower-oil seed growers of'Mukwano industry.

The study employed a descriptive research design and used both qualltative and quantitative

approaches. Primary data was collected using questionnaires, interviews of key technical persons

and observations. Secondary data was collected by reviewing IFAD .reports, district statistical

abstracts, district action plans, journals, and other sources of Iiterature. Data was coded, entered

and analyzed using .Statistical Packages for Social. Sciences (SP.S~). version 16.0 to give.

descriptive statistics inform of frequencies, mean, and mode and: inferential statistics done

including C:hi 'Square. A total of.80 respondents were interviewed of which 70 respondents were

from outgrower community 111Ngetta sub county and IO respondents Were technical persons

such, Mukwano work' official and 'Other oil seeds processing organisations .and the district

environmental officers.

The finding from the. study 'indicates that women dominate. sunflower growing activity 'by 60%·

compared to 40% for the men .. Sunflower. growing was seen to he major: occupation .and source

of income, Also-the finding indicates sunflower o.i1seeds production is an important economic.

activity with a potential of improving livelihood outcome by 83% among sunflower outgrowers.

Lack of storage and storage facilities was found to be the major problem-whereas low market

price. and late. provision of sunflower seeds to. outgrowers were seen as the most difficult

challenges to handle by farmers. However, the Mukwano Company Limited: and other

.organizations were seen. to extend their .support to.sunflower growers,

In conclusion, 'sunflower oilseeds contribute much .more to -the livelihood of outgrowers of
Mukwano.Oil Seeds Company. However, most farmers 'were constrained with high cost of-seeds
compared to: the: market ..price 'and lack 'of storage and' storage facilities due' to Iimited support
rendered affecting the quality of'products and profit :ofth,.efarmers.Therefore, it is recommended
that sUPPQt.t informs of training on post 'harvest handling, proper crop management practices be
provided. to sunflower oil .seeds outgrower fanners in Ngetta Sub County.

xlii



CHAPTE:R ONE~INTRODUCTION

1.0 Intrnduction

This- chapter includes the background to the ·S1:4dy, problem statement, objectives and research

question, the scope, significant 'and justification of the study, and finally the conceptual

framework of the.study .

1..1Background

Sunflower. was introduced to Ugandain 19.20s.. Its production has since increased and is 'now a

major cash crop in East and North Uganda -,Sunflower was produced in northern and eastern

Uganda as subsistence and commercial crops for eight decades. Oil seeds sector was first built

around cotton, flourishing in the 1950s and 19608 when sunflower were also introduced, but

'declining in. the 19705 and i9805 wheri imported palm oil took .the majority of domesticmarket

share. Production in the eastern and northern parts of Uganda was also affected by political

instabilityand.rebel activities in the f980s and .1990s. (Vellema et a1., 2011 )~.

Since fhe start of the 2000s; political stability has returned to northern Uganda and .major

investments have been made by the public and private .sector such as the establishment of

Mukwano Oil Seed Company and contractual farmers in .Lira district in 2001. The resulting

.growth in the sector l~, to moreservice.provision to farmers .through the private sector, NGOs or
gbvenunent programmes.

Sunflower became a traditional crop grown by mostrural farmers .for locally processed oil in

Lira district, Mukwano Oil Seed Company began sunflower scheme with contractual farmer and

outgrowers, aimed at improving the livelihood of the farmers through increasing their income

.and meeting foodneedsand thus contributingto poverty reduction (FAO 2013). Topay, Lira is

the leading producers Of sunflower oilseeds in the whole Uganda as farmers .massively joined

this schemesince it offersreadymarket, it.is.easy to 'cultivate compared to other cropsand offer

high productivity due to the introduction and supply of hybrid ,sunflower oilseeds, to farmers ..

Sunflower oil seeds are major livelihood of the local people in Ngetta Sub County, Lira district

and now-sunflower is widely grown as: cash CfClP.S in tira district However, outgrower farmers

1
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