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ABSTRACT

......._ ...

This-study sought to evaluate the current Ievels.of knowledgeand attitudes ofcommunity towards

woodland 'degradation .in KakoogeSub County Nakasongola district. Specifically, this study

focused on: establishing the causes of woodland degradation, examining the effects of woodland

degradation, assessing the. conservation measures put III place to protect woodlands and the

constraints faced in achievingthem.and finally to document measures that can be put. in place to
ensure woodland conservation .in.the Sub County,

The study used across sectional descriptive survey design with both qualitative and-quantitative

'approaches. The study was conducted in three. randomly selected parishes of Kakooge Sub

County, The samples used in the study consisted of households and key informants ..The data

was collected using questionnaires and oral interviews. The data was collected and analyzed

using SPSS 16,0 and. correlations.

Findings of the study indicatea significant relationship between the level' of knowledge and

community attitudes on woodland degradation. There' is a significant relationship between
community attitudes and the level 'of knowledge ·and woodland conservation measures. When

people have knowledge and positiveattitudes they can easily conserve the woodlands and that

there was a relationship between community attitude and level of knowledge oftheconstraints 'Of

woodland degradation. and conservation measures: Knowledge .. of the constraint helps the

community people .to work out solutions for them while the reverse .discourages even. the Uttle,

effort.

The study recommends community sensitization, provision of seedlings for reforestation

'program, demonstration projects about woodland conservation measures, provlde fertilizers and

'improved methods of agriculture' practices to reduce pressure on land.The study also

recommendsthat there should be bylaws. and regulations taught to the people and enforced that

safe guard the Woodlands like burning, and cutting trees indiscriminately.The' study finC}.IIY·

recommends.government should come in to assist the local people to overcome the constraints

. that limit woodland degradation by providing input. For example termites that. eats up-trees and

x



tree seedlings to mention but a few by providing chemicals, which might be. expensive for the
local community.
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CHAPTER ONE: INtRODUCTION

Ll Background

Woodlands are central to the three pillars Of sustainable development; economy, society and

environment, In. Uganda, forests cover about 24%- of-total land. 81 % of these EIre woodlands.

Wcodlands.are a. major source of charcoal and firewood, major grazlng areas and occasionally

cleared Jot a~ricultl1ra.l expansion, (Namaalwa-and Sankhayan, 2005).1t is .the mostsigniflcant

type pfforest and trees found 'rrr the tropical world, Forests make a significant contribution to the.

development ora. country at various levels. Hewlett (2000) reveals that woodlands are vital to the

rural poor people's Iivefihoods.because they are-close tothe communities. Muiner (2000) reveals

thataround 1890 forests and woodlands covered about r08000sq. km of Uganda and as of 2002

this coverage bad shrunk to approximately 49000sq km (MWLE 2002). The woodlands are the

most degraded resources in the area. According to the IFPRt (2003) people easily access

woodlands because forests are Q.fteilconstrained by conservation eoncerns. Woodlands have low

conservation value because they cover large areas of the country and are mote accessible (0 the

local people. The)" ate found on the private at customary owned. land therefore people' almost

own these trees and have a feel ing that they can utilize them any time.

Estimates of annual. deforestation rates vary from 55 sq. km to 700sq km-2000 sq. 'km pCI' year

(fA 0 2QQO).Acc01'ding to .MoFPED (I 994) 'the primary cause.of deforestationand consequently

woodland degradation is conversion to agricultural land since '70% of the forest .and woodland

areas are on private and customarily owned land. The UNEP .report of 2065' projected that food'

demand. ·is expected' to irierease by 50% .by the 'year 2015 and· more than .110% by the
yeal'?050.fhe 'will lead an increase in agricultural landdemand and with theslow technological

development and absorption in agriculture ,it will lead to 'a 27% increase in demand for

agricultural land by the. year 2015 'and about 42% increase. by the year 20S0..this increased

demand ofland to provide food. will directly affect tree population coupled with facts that there

low agricultural 'output per unit area, lack .of ·~lternat'ive energy sources p.oHc;:y failures, high

demand' for 'construction materials to mention bur a. few.at slow rate of deforestation,

allcustornary and privately owned forests and woodlands could be depleted within the next 6.2

years (state ofenvll'onmehtrepoI12Q0412005j.
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