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ABSTR.ACT

The study gives the analysis 'of the predicted impact of landslides in the study area. the
analysis-was done by finding out the majortriggeringcausal factors. of landslides, theleading

'impact so far suffered from. previous landslides and the recommendations towards landslide

risk mitigation "inBududa district on the slopes' of Mount Elgon.

Both individual interviews and Focus group discussions were conducted at different

administrative points in the' study area using art interview guide consisting' of both -open

ended and closed ended questions. Open elided questions' were designed so as to obtain the

amount o-f valuable assets in the sub county and closed ended. were designed '~Oascertain the

major causal factors and 'major 'impact suffered through their observations relating to

landslide phenomenon ofthe past.

Rainfall was found to be the major triggering factor of "landslides in the area whereas

destruction of-agricultural fields was the highest impact so.far suffered the past landslides

Fanners recommended reforestation and construction ofresettlement schemes in the flatter

areas around Bududa sa as· ro enable them access their plantation than resettling them in

distant areas where they are afraid of Iosing their cultures and traditions which they are

addicted to..
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1.0 CHAPTER ONE: GENERAL INTROiiuCTION.

1!1 Introd uction

Landslides are among the most widespread geological hazards that threaten human lives

worldwide in the .mountainous regions' of the world. (Guzzetti et al., 1999) also noted that

Landslides are. among the most .hazardous .natural disasters. Government and research
institutions: worldwide have attempted for years to assess landslide hazard: and risk ·artd to

portray its spatial distribution,

Past experiences. have 'shown that several rypes of landslides are often induced by

earthquakes. The 2009 Padang earthquaketriggered oyer thousand of landslides; killing 400-

600 people and :3 villages were: completely demolished 'by landslide and rhariy others were

damaged(Arifianti et al., 201·1 ),.

A landslide or a land ·..slip is a geological phenornenon.waich .includes a:wide range of ground

movement; such as rock falls, deep. failure of slopes and shallow debris flows, which cart

occur in offshore.coastal and onshore environments (http://en.wlkipeclia.org/wild/Landslide):

Although the actionofgravity isthe primary driving force for a Iandslideto occur, there are

othercontributing factors affecting the original slope stability like extensive accumulation of

rains and according-to some-sources lightening: Thi.IS landslides occur when the stability of a

slope changes from. 'Stllble}Q unstable condition.

Landslide hazard refers to the natural conditions of an area potentially subject to slope

movements. It is defined as the probability of occurrence of a landslide of a given magnitude,

in'a pre-defined period of time, and in a given area (Varnes and IAEG·, 19&4). The definition.

incorporates the concepts of spatial ~ca.tion ("wheJe.")~ magnitude or intensity ("ho\\' large"),

and frequency of occurrence C'when", or "how often").

According to Guzzetti (2003), he referred. a Landslide hazard as "the probability of

occurrence within a specified .period. of time and within a given area of'a potentially

damaging phenomenon", Thi.s definition of landslide hazard incorporates the concepts of

location (where a landslide will occur), time. (when; or how .frequently a Iandslide will occur)

and magnitude (how large, or.how fast thelandslide willbe).

Mainly Landslides describe processofpieces of land flowing or falliqg downwards from a

• high point on the cliff to the lower ends of the steep slope of either a. mountain 01' coastal

bank of a lake, river or ocean where such. places .or steep slopes have loss/weak rocks with

i
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