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ABSTRi\CT

".

Tills research. was carried. out to.assess ·the fishery status' bf river 'Nile a case study of

upper Vi ctori aNile in. Namasagali sub- county, Kamuli districtwith specific 'objectives;

to determine the relative indices of fish catches in relation to the fishing gears and its

impacts, to determine the fish species composition and size structure of the fish catches.

to determine the effort of boat size on the catches in. .i:.b~ upper Victoria Nile. The study

involved the. use of both frame survey and catch assessment survey data sheets .The.

Frame survey captured all the important. characteristics of the fisheries and facilities

'supporting' the fisheries and thus provided a strong baseline for future reference of

.management interventions for the river. CAS for -each of the selected landing. sites the

'names' of major fish landings were sampled along. with the records of the number of

.active boats at each landing. The For each sampled .boat the following

information/records were made: Date of sampling, boat type, number of days the
fisherman goes "outfishing per week, whether day or.night catch, type of propulsion,

number of crew per boat, gear type, size and numberper boat, types of sped es caught per

gear, gear size and fishing methodtotal weight of individual fish species. per gear, gear

.size: 'fishing method ..ami the total length each species wert; measured. The fishermen

provided infortnation 011 the price (Shs/I<g) of different fish species at the landing site.

The data was collected for .the period of two months and it was analyzed using the excel

data base-in tabular forth and graphical form.for-easy interpretation. In the study interms

of species diversity, on the commercial basis most fishers harvested the. following fishes

'usin~ gillnets and. other gears; Synodoniis afrofisheries.. Labeo species, Momyrus

Kanume, Clarias gariepinus are going under extinction as' It is shown by their average

weight per boat type code sampled .:compared to other fish species, 90'.83% of Lales

nilottcuswes found-to be harvested whenthey are immature: Annual.estimates indicated

that 3,409.7 tormesand income 0[-24,291,981 Uganda shillings from all the' landing sites.

This. income is very low that-need management intervention on the fisheries sector.
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CHAPTER-ONE:
.lNTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of-the study

A river IS a course of water that originates in the mountains and flows downwards

untilit reaches the sea, On its perpetual journey, river water crosses land, hills and

plains ..River Nile." with an estimated length ..of OVer 6800 km .. is the IOi;lges't river

flowing from south to north over 3.5 degrees of latitude (FAQ, 1997). It was long

thought that Lake Victoria was its ultimate source, the lake itself is fed by rivet's that
.arise further south, the most important of which is the Kagera, Until recently, it was

'believed that its tributary, the Luvironza that springs it) Tanzania at 4 (I -S 'Was the

'Nile) ultimate source. The Nile is the only permanent riverthat.manages to cross-the

Sahara, the largest desert in.the world, and.reach the Mediterranean-Sea, yet its early

beginnings are in 'a .Montana equatorial climate .andit traverses. a 'series 'of climatic

zones before reaching, its delta. Its basin orientation is unique amongthe major rivers

in the world. in that it runs almost perfectly from south to north, discharging at .310 1'1.
Each climate zone which.it crosses shows considerable variabilityin precipitation and

run-off (Carnberlin, :.2009)"but over more than half its length it receives le~s than 150

rnm of .rain per annum! Its 'basin is relatively narrow 'and small (3..1'2 'x' '106 km2)

compared to that of most 'oth~r large rivers of the world (the Congo? ca 4: x I06 km2

according to Bailey, 198'6; the Amazon, ca 7 x .106 km2 according toSioli, ('1984).

Rivers are the most important freshwater 'resource for 'man. Social, economic and

Political development has, In the past and present. been largely related' to the

availability and distribution of fresh waters contained in. 'riverine systems. The

function of the rivers include: Rivets attracts tourist attraction, 'water' 'for home and

industrial. use; source' of fish, ease means. of-transport; rainfall formation, generationof

hydroelectric power, research areas among many functions.

1.

Rivers play 'an 'important rolein fishery development, as major sources of fish for

rural households and to ''Some extent for industrial processing, hydropower- dams,

irrigation and fish farming; since they .can be- used for cage fish farming, rivers carry

the nutrient rich 'waters most especially from the watersheds into the' ocean whereby

they contain the. organisms that the marine fish feed .on, also rivers acts as the

breeding grounds for the andromous fishes which migrate from sea waters to fresh
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