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ABSTRACT

The study examined the socic-economic impact of cage fish farming to the people in the
community around Lake Victoria: a case study of Rippon landing site in Jinja district. This was

done by looking at the community’s involvement in cage fish farming.

The research involved cross sectional designs that included. different respondents at different
time over one topic of study. This enabled the researcher to capture information basing on the

level of income and the perception towards cage fish farming.

The researcher also used the qualitative research approach that involved the use of questionnaires

and direct observation, analysis and presentation.

A selected sample of 71 respondents was used to provide information about the study and data
analysis was done using excel then imported to SPSS (version 16) that enabled information of

frequeney tables.

Research findings indicated that 45.1% of the respondents were involved in fish trading, 31%in
other business, 16,9% in fish farming and 7% in other farming. This shows that fishing activity
domihates the landing site due to the presence of Lake Victoria. At the same time, all the
respondents named cage fish farming as the most common fish farming method around Lake

Victoria and Nile tilapia dominating the species reared.

The findings also indicated that 73% of the respondents were involved in'cage fish farthing and
27% were not involvéd in cage fish farming. This shows that most people at the landing site-atre
benefiting from cage fish farming through employment, food, income, infrastructural

development, skill acquisition and expansion of other businesses.

The findings on the problems affecting cage fish farming included; insectirity, pests and diseases,
accidents, feeding difficulties, predation, high mortality, harsh climate and its harmful effects
included e water and air pollution, reduced fishing grounds for fishermen resulting into conflicts,

and interference with water transport.
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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 INTRODUCTION
This chaptet introduces the topic, covers the background of the study, the problem statement to
‘the study, objectives, hypothesis, research questions to the study, significance or justification of

the study and the conceptual frame work.

1.1Background of the study

The: global population reached seven billion people in October 2011 (Robert, 2011). Thus,_ the
world is faced with the challenge' of meeting the rapid demand for food production as a way to
respond to the problems of hunger amongst the poorest populations, and ensure food security.
Moreover, food production must be undertaken in ways that are environmentally and socially

sustainable (Godfray et, 2011) and this calls for-aquaculture production systems.

Aquaculture: also known as aqua farming is the farming of fish, molluscs, aquatic plants, algae
and other organisms.

Aquaculture involves cultivating' fresh water and salt water populations under controlled
conditions and can be contrasted with commercial fishing, which is the harvesting of wild fish.

Mari culture refers to aquaculture practiced in marine environments and in under water habitats.

Aquaculture originated about 4000years ago (Beveridge and little, 2002). It is also considered an.
efficient way to produce food, as well as being economically important. This activity, as well as
other production activities, negatively affects the environment at varying levels of intensity,
dependifig on the way in which the cultivation is practiced (extensive, semi-intensive or
i_ntensive).. Among the methods of intensive cultivation, fish cultivation in net cages or p‘ond's- has
become one of the most widely practiced in recent years because.it is one of the best alternatives
for reducing fishing pressure on natural fish stocks( Marengoni,2006) and has a hypothetical fast
return in investment (Agostinho et al, 2007). Fish farming in net cages is an excellent alternative

for fish production in water bodies where traditional fish farming is not viable (Schmittou, 1993).
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