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':f\:BSTRACT
This study was conducted on three landing sites r on communities surrounding river Nik in
Namasagali sub county Kamuli district. Thepurpose of the study was to assess the impacts of
different fishing 'gears on fish production on the waters of upper Victorian Nile. The specific
-objectives were to find out the different fishing gears; to quantify the-different species caught b.y
the different fishing gears and finally find out-how different fishing .gears were being us.ed the
fishermen of the three landing site Kamuli district, Uganda.

the. study employeda descriptive research design .and used. both qualitative and quantitative
approaches. Catch assessment and frame survey data werecollected in the indentified three sites
in Kamuli waters of the upper Victoria Nile ..In addition to the secondary datawere sued from .

.Results 'indicated that at least some fisher used the.' rightgillnets as compared to illegal ones. in
Kamuli district, The fact remain that others were using gasket traps .of gillnets below the right
sizes. Besides that 60% ofthefish sampled wereNile perchas compared to their fishes then
followedby the.Nile tilapia,

This implied that if this, fisheries was well managed by both the fishermen and. the fisheries.
officers who. are the technical cadres .in this area their of hope for the fisheries resources to
rejuvenate the increased production will be observed.

ix



CHAPTER :ONEi INTRODUCTION

1.Q Introduction

Globally, fish industry developed around fishing ports at a 'time when landi~s were,

plentiful and. there was little concern 'about environmental impacts (low production)

(fAO? 1997). Nowadays, Fisheries in. developing countries 'are experiencing serious

over-harvesting stress and often consequent collapse of fish resource stocks: due to.

many market and policy failure situations sueh as .poor management: thus useofillegal

fishing gears and.open access conditions and increase in the population (Andrew et al.

2007; Sterner, 200~). Thus fisheries resources have registered known production

decline levels from 8:2.6 million t9I:1,l).,eSin2011 to 79;7 million tonnes in 201'2of fish

due to, .the increasing fishing effort hence need for' protection, by- Iaw to promote

sustainable .exploitation and utilization (FAO, 1Q13)

Africa is -rich in inland lakes most of which have important fisheries which- provide

food, employment and income. the lakes also serve as 'sources. of water, avenues for

transport; and some of them are water reservoirs .for hydro-power ,generation. Most'

inland Iakes in .Africa such as Victoria, Albert; Edward, Tanganyika, Malawi and

TUrkana are ~bil~,the most 'important lakes in,the world. Lake Victoria is the .second

largest lake: in the world while Tanganyika, is, the second deepestlake in the world,

Lakes Malawi, Tanganyika and Victoria have the, highest fish species diversity Inthe

world. Sustainable.management of the fisheries of these lakes 'is. Therefore, of great

natienaland international importance, Most ofthe lakes ~C' sharedbetween more {han

Q:Qe,country 'and their management poses a, challenge because the fisheries are

managed under national jurisdictions. There is therefore need for 'a mechanism to
facilitate management of each of the lakes: harmoniously (Bassa ,?O11);

1

Uganda "has 'a .potentially high .and substantial fisheries resources COmprising of

capture fisheries and aquaculture, it produces 4% of'theglobal inland fish production

(FAO, 201()). AOQut.17%' of the.country's surface.is 'covered by Rivers and lakes,

Victoria, Kyoga, Albert, George, Edward and. other 160 small lakes, Fish is' the

second country's most important export 'accounting 6% 'of the 'total earning:
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