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ABSTRACT
This. study was conducted in Kyabigambire sub-county, Hoima district, to assess the factors

hindering commercialization of indigenous chicken by rural households with peculiar emphasis

on identification of the management; social and the economical limiting aspects to

commercialization of indigencus chicken. Probability sampling was used to .select 100 farmers

from 4 parishes. fhen two villages fromeach parish and 10 households per village,

The study found out that, the major mana~em~nt factors hindering commercialization of local

chicken .include lack of appropriate hOtising(80%), poor bird health management

(88%);.lnudequate feeding (55.9%) While economic factors Include poor transportation means

.(5G%)~ limited markets for POUlll'Y ami PQLJlt,ry prod~cts(10%), price fluctuations. (100%) ..The

major social factors noted were low education levels (45%) and limited land (61.8%).

For commercialization of indigenous chicken to occur, farmers-ought to organize themselves into

cooperatives or associations to take advantage of discounts when purchasing feed.

Administration ofregular disease prevention mechanisms. and appropriate vaccination program

would undoubtedly reduce disease outbreaksand the Ugandan Government needs to resource the

commercialization programme, especial! y in formalizing the market instead of fanners relying'

on the free market.
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CHAPTER. ONE:1NTRODUCTION

L,lBACKGROUND

Indigenous chickens are found everywhere in most smallholder African households. Generally,

they are raised in free-range and/or backyard systems in traditionally 'extensive husbandry

(Mupeta, 2003): The indigenous chickensare reared in small numbers, and their significance is

ucknowledged by.farmers at household level asreported.by (Natukunda et al, zou; Despite the

small flocks reared by rural families, the contribution ·of this traditionalpoultry 'sector to most

African countries' national egg and meat production is. substantial (Sonaiya, 2007). They provide

most of the meat and all eggs in villages and 20% of' urban and peri-urban demand (Melewas,

T989; Minga et al., 19'96). They also provide eggs and meat tor fanners,' own consumption, are
sold to earn money, serve as savings, investment, insurance, and serve in traditional medicine

(MJozi;.2003). Thus, ih mostAfrican 'urban areas, the indigenous chicken eggs .and meat are .more

expensive than the; intensively reared poultry. Thi$.. is because the former are considered free of

untibiotics, hormones and other harmful chemicals (Adebayo &Adebla,. 20q5).

In ather parts of the, world, especially in ASIa, 'China, TilaiI~li.d and Taiwan, the indigenous

chicken 'are 110t only kept for home consumption but are heavily conunerciaIized to the level of

broiler poultry production. For' Africa, a continent whose people are among die poorest in the

world, majority of 'the rural farmers have seemed not to practice commercialization of the

indigenous chicken (Ouma, 2.011). The government of Uganda has .made deliberateefforts to

commercialize agriculture through market and trade Iiberalisation, However, this initiative has

remained Jow (Ruhangawebare, ,2010). Commercialization would enhance food security and

improve, household incomes.

There are several exogenous . factors that could hinder commercialisation and these include -.

population change, availability of )lCW technologies, infrastructure 'and market creation, and

macroeconomic. -and 'trade policies, A study conducted by' Martey et .al., (101 1) analysing the
promction of commercialisation 'of smallholder fanners in Ghana, found, out that output price;

farm size, households' with access to extension services, distance to' market .and market

mtormation significantly limited the extent ofcommercialisation.

1
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