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ABSTRACT

The study examined the impacts of agricultural practices on the conservation of water bodies

focusing on Lake Kwania as the case study. Lake Kwania is' part of a large 'wetland along

the White Nlle (Victoria Nile) between L$e Victoriaand Lake Albert, consists. of aboi.tt..3,4~O

square kilometers (I ,320 sq. mi) ofopen water and abont:2,180 square kilometers (~4.0 sq. 111i) of

permanent swamps, Of this total; Lake Kwania accountsfor 540 square kilometers (210 sq. mil,

about 1(:).percent, .ofthe open water. The overall objective of the study' was to 'assess the impacts

of.agricultural practices on the. conservation of water bodies. The study used both qualitative and

quantitative approaches to collect data, analyze and present it ThG- methods of data collection

used were interviews, questionnaires and field observations. The data was collected from -a

sample of sixty respondents include males and females, the young ones, the youth and the old

(Hie'S" the dat~ was. analyzed using excel and 'SPSS, which facilitated the formation. of pie charts,

barcharts and a Pearson 'chi -square was used' to analyze the relationships between different

variables.

The study found thin agricultural activities of gto\'viri~ crops (inostl_y cereals, tubers, vegetables

and legumes) and rearing animals (cattle, goats, 'pigs a:nd sheep) around the lake has serious

pclluting, batik breaking and other impacts 011 the lake. The use oftractors and ox-plough greatly

contribute to cutting don of trees Which disrupts the hydrological cycle consequently leading to

varying water tables and quality. However the study found that most f~1Il11erSin the area do not

use inorganic chemicals like. fertilizers, pesticides 'and insecticides, thus 'contributing

insignificantly to the pollution. The study also found out that there are stakeholders like NGOs,

District; Local' Councils and 'others who ·ate carrying out .activities .in· the: area to sensitize 41'1Q.

mon itor with enforcement of policies and laws abbot water resource management.

Therefore, there is need {'or:h,?verninent, NGDs; communities around thelake .. and any other

intcrestgioup 10 sea; Oil around table and discuss measures to address-and combat the increasing

encroachment ()Il the wetlands around the lakes of Uganda through policies, Jaws, institutional

capacity strengthening, improve agricultural. extension services to. farmers including better



agricultural methods, crop. varieties; and other measures to.ensure agricultural impacts on water

bodies are mitigated
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