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ABSTRACT

The impacts of surface gold mining on land use systems and livelihoods of the people of Buteba,
Busitema-and Sikuda sub counties in Busia district was the case study. Gold mining activities
spur a myriad of benefits to the communities around yet with great impacts to people’s lives and
to the environment. The study objectives included: -to establish the economic contribution of
gold mining to the livelihoods, establish the social and environmental jmpacts of gold mining.
around the area and to suggest _po_ss'ible measures to influence government intervention for

sustainable development of the area.

The study was cross sectional where by both qualitative and quantitative approaches were used
to collect data. To efficiently conduct the study, the researcher targeted 60 respondents located in
the 3 sub cowities to make a moré scientific justifiable sampling frame. Simple random sampling

and purposive sampling techniques were used.

The data collected through interviews and self administered questionnaires was coded using
EXCEL, then taken to STATA 11 and SPSS 16 for analysis which facilitated the formation of
frequency tables, graphs and pie charts.

The researcher found out that most livelihoods living in these communities derive their
livelihood from agriculture, the study also indicated that surface gold ‘mining contributes to

incomes; people have been able to put up shops and also pay school fees for children at school.

Conclusively it's evident that surface mining has had some negative impacts on the livelihoods
of the people and the environment through deaths recorded, accidents, diseases, environmental
challenges like soil erosion, tree cutting (deforestation) etc. Other complications realized are as a
result of use of mercury during the process of amalgamation to produce the gold though this is
long term.

The researcher therefore recommends that for a further improvement in the livelihoods of these
communities, government should come give a hand in terms of improved mining methods which
also put in consideration environmental coriservation for sustainability; this should also follow _

stake holder analysis and public sensitization.

Xii




CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 General Intreduction
This chapter introduces the study topic, background, problem statenient, objectives, and research

questions of the study, conceptual framework, justification and scope-of the study.

_ 1.2 Background. of the study

Throughout history, gold has been mined and refined to meet the needs of people and economies.
globally. Tts chemical and physical properties have caused it to be one of the most sought affer
minerals on the planet. Tt has beeii the focus of many epic historical conflicts, and the cause of
much controversy. Because: of its scarcity: and distinct qualities, gold has a very high monetary
value and has often been used as currency. The searcity of gold is due to the extraordinary
geological processes required to produce it and the difficulty in extracting and refining gold-ore.
These processes are ofen time consuming, destructive to the landscape, and harmful to the
natural. habitat- surrounding the mining area. As a result mining gold ore is expensive and
coritroversial in many patts of the world, An exceilent example of the tremendous efforts and

struggles associate with mining is the California Gold Rush in the Sierra Nevada.

Uganda ‘was known 1o produce cobalt, columbiwm (niobium) and. tantalum, gold, iron ore, steel,
tin, and tungsten. Uganda also produced such industrial minerals as gypsum, kaolin and other
clays, lime, salt, tale, and vermiculite, and such building materials as cement, limé‘sto‘ne:, and
‘pozzolanic materials,

" Uganda’s gross domestic produict (GDP) increased by 5.9% in 2004 after rising by 4.7% in2003.
The GDP was $44.7 billion based on purchasing power parity, and the pet capita GDP based on
purchasing power parity was about $1,700. In 2003, construction accounted for 10% of the GDP;
rmanufacturing, 9%; water and electricity, 1%; and mining and quarrying; 1% (Uganda Bureau of
Statistics, 2004, International Monetary Fund, 2005).

In July 2004, the Parliament of Uganda authorized the Government to borrow $42.3 million from
the African Development. Fund, the Nordic Development Fund, and the World Bank Group to
finance the Sustainable Management of Mineral Resources Projeet, which would assist Uganda

in increasing production and tax revenues from its mining sector (Mutumba, 2004).
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