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ABSTRACT

This research project was conducted on the local communities in villages of Bususwa, Bugulu,
Bulumira in Bwiiza parish and Kabaganda, Kabanyoro and Mutukula in Namasagali parish of
Namasagali Sub County ih Kamuli district. The research was carried out in the month of April
2017. The inain objective of the study was to assess the impacts of charcoal production on the

environment: A case study of Namasagali Sub-county, Kamuli District.

The research project employed descriptive and explanatory research designs that were used to
collect data on the quantity of charcoal produced, tree species used and their impacts. on the
environment. The data was collected using questionnaires, observation, and review of existing
literature -for Kamuli District such as Kamuli District Environment Action Plan (201072015),
Kamuli District -Statjstical Abstract, Land conflict mdpping tool, journals, and websites. The
collected data was edited, coded and entered into Microsoft Excel and analyzed using SPSS

(Statistical Package for Social Scientists) version 16 to give descriptive and inferential statistics.

Findings showeéd that the area faced impacts such as little rainfall, too much sun shine, paor food
yields, loss of tree cover o a wide area and poor tree regeneration. The tree species most used
for charcoal production were indigenous including Muyembe (Mangifera indica), Muvule
(Milicia excelsa), Gasiya (Cassia spectabilis), Musita {dlbizzia coriaria), Fene (drfocarpus
heterophylla), Mugayile (Ficus Naialensis). The average number of charcoal bags produced

monthly by each producer was 32. The charcoal producers who carried more production were

xvi




youth aged 21-40 years to eam income. However, the traditional kiln used in charcoal
production was wasteful. Also, the tools used were rudimentary and techniques used in felling

trees for charcoal production wereé characterized by many accidents.
It is recommended that the local people in the area be sensitized on the importance of sustainable

charcoal production, impo‘r_tanté_ of tree planting, need to observe laws and regulations

‘concerning tree usage, and provided with other alternative sources of livelihood.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction
This chapter includes back__groun'd of the study, research problem, the research objectives,

research questions, conceptual framework, justification and significance of the study.

1.2 Background of the study

Charcoal production has become one of the major economic. activities done in rural areas of
Uganda. The rural communities carry out charcoal production to supply urban areas that
highly consume the charcoal. According to Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Action Study
on Sustainable Charcoal in Uganda (2013) , Kamuli district ranked fifth in supply. of
charcoal to urban areas like Kampala with over 178,165,336 tons per year. The consumption
of ‘charcoal nationally incréased from 15.4 percent in 2002 t6 22.9 percent in 2014 (UBQS,
2016). This increase means that charcoal is viewed by househiolds as a reliable, convenient
and accessible cooking fuel with a stable price. The price of a 70kg bag of charcoal; ranged
from 30,000 Shs in rural areas to. 70,000 Shs in urban areas. Prices were in-agreement with
those. cited .in Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Study ‘on Sustainable Charcoal {2013} in

Uganda and are still the same in 2017,

In most disteicts of Uganda, charcoal production is considered as one of the quick paying
livelihood activ'it'y. This coupled with the increased demand, has resulted in massive tree
cufting and its associated environmental impacts. These impacts include extensive loss of tree
cover, increased runoff in low land and hilly areas, loss of soil fertility, increased

temperatures, fow rainfail, poor crop yields, loss of medicinal and sacred trees, high wastage
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