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Thew are millions of .people earning their .living by collecting, .sorting and recycling waste,

objects, products or materials thrown away in their community. Despite their' tole; there- is

limited data onwhothey are. and their operations henceusually-not recognised-as contributing. to

the formal solidwaste management system. However. 'organized informal recycling -activities

have positive' effects en the environment, reduce the Costs of waste management systems' <indo

prov ide income opportunities fox:.large, numbers of poor people ..

this study was 'conducted .inKawempe division and results. will support efforts for recognition

'and integration ofthe informal waste sector as key stakeholders in solid Waste.management. The'

rnain. objective was to explore. the opportunities and challenges inherentin.themodel of inclusive

waste management system arid determine the driving 'factors for successful informal sector

integration. Specific objectives included establishing the. organizational. structure of the, informal

waste sector and describing its. 'operations. and investigating the barriers arid factors hindering
successful .informalsector integration;

The survey employed questionnaires, interviews, observation and secondary data to collect data.

Analysis. was.done through descriptive statistical comparisons and Inferential statistics. Resulting

responses were compared fOJ dependency using charts 'and conclusions drawn based.on whether'

the 'observed patterns in rhedata followed the already investigated and confirmed findings about

'the informalsector .. ",'. '.

Results revealed that' the informal solid waste .sector in Kawernpe Was. dominated by youths,

single' and mostly males characterised by low levels of education and income: Most joined. I'oT

employment, 'work on a daily basis collecting and sorting mostly plastics fiom streets and

communal bins and sell them to..private companies for recycling. They' are open to formalising

their activities with no difficulty withprivatization and modernisation of the waste sector though

not organised. Government recognizes their role and ihey· are. mostly affected by society

perceptions and challenged by accidents arid shortage. of: waste. collection containers. l'l~e

informal solid waste sector and. their activities ill .Kawempc ure . still not well researched and

documented and. any efforts to adoptan ·inc.lusive.\vaste management system would. be limited by

such inadequacies ..

xlil



Fostering an-inclusive )II(1~lelIIanc/gemelll system:
A case all Integrationof the i7lfol'l!lal,seCto(iIJ(ojoi:mili solid li'(fste managetnent ill' Kaweutpe, Uf{GIIC/a

CliAPrER ONE:

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Ll Background of the study

There' are millions 'of people earning their hying by collecting, sorting and recycling waste,

objects, products or materials thrown away in their community. Tons of material is diverted, from

landfills arid rec:yciing reduces ernissionsZf times 1110re than incineration does (Telhrs'lilsthut0,

2008), Gunsilius (201.2) specifies that, 1n:reality, fhere are very few and very limited statistic data

reflecting this phenomenon, Medina (1007) estimates that.more than 2% of the.population in the

under-developed -and developing statesis involved in, informal' waste -eollectiorr activities, W.it11.

the declared purpose to provide the minimum livinglevel. .iia et, al 0009) state that it is, difficult

to estimate: the size Of the informalsector where: officialcensu sand stari sties (local ann 'iip'tiona J)

do, not reflect this phenomenon, which makes the 'access to certain data impossible as. regards the

part; size-and contribution of informal' recyclers-at communitylevel.

Accordingto UN Habitat, waste pickers supply most 'or' all Of the solid waste colleetion 'iI.1 many

Cities in developing countries with low costs to municipal budgets,

But waste pickers' Iivelihoods are threatened as cities privatize solid waste management oradopt

approaches like incineration, Waste pickers often face, discrimination and harassment by
authorities end the public. They can even be, ignored in.public policy processes.

Katusiimeh et al. (2013) consider.that there is !'l dynamic connection between. the actors ill tile
formal sector and those hi the informal sector, which is seen at the levels of production,

distribution and consumption of goods and services. According to Wang, Hail? and Li (2008)

even though informal practices 'have positive contribution to urban waste management, -they also

bring about social problems: T6 obviate such wobl~ms the informal system should be

stream lined.

Waste' 'is everyone" s problem and it impacts on the daily experience ofallpeople of the City,

And, i( is, one of the pressing challenges facing Kampalatoday especially in realisation that the

only available landfill is getting filed up at an alarming rate..

1
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