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-i
ABSTRACt

Solid waste management is 'both an urban and rural problem. Every person Is a potential
generator of solid waste.and thus, a contributor to this problem. The rate.of.solid waste. generation
is increasing, at a. v.ery high rate: arid' this is due to -the increasing rate of urbanization and
population growth rate. Poor solid waste' management results into, environmental degradation
.dUe to. wastes such as polythene bags 'which 'are non-hie degradable.and 'it also affects human
health.

Thestudy was carried out in the central division of Iganga Municipality with the major aim .of

,generatin~ information on the most .cost effective techniques. that can. be applied in Iganga

municipality to ensure.efficient. soJid wastemanagement, The main objective ef the study was to

assess and evaluate the economic implication (if poor solid waste management in l~al1ga

municipality. This. is to ensure that people attach economic value to the wastes from their

households or business enterprise. The, specific, objectives of the 'study 'included; establishment-of

the types of wastes generated by the business enterprises, institutions and households, some of

the challenges.faced by the municipality as regards to solid waste management, the techniques of

solid. waste management and the willingness. to pay' for cost effective solid waste management

viii

Data was obtained by use of questionnaires, face to face interview and observation. Data was

analyzed using Excel .and SPSS, bar graphs. and pie charts were used to present the results

because they' are easy to interpret and understand,

Polythene is the, major solid waste type generated, rnajority of the residents store their solid

wastes ill nylon sacks. There is, limited utilization of the solid wastes generated because of

residents' ignorance about the benefits ot solid .waste sorting, Residents' willingness to pay for

effective 'solid 'waste management is low and the municipal council' were considered not to be.

effective by most of the residents.
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" CAAPTER ONE

i.n INTRQDUCTION

1.1. Back ground .of study

1.1, 1 , Dcfiiii~ion of solid waste

According-to Harris et al (2001) a materialisonly a waste if.itis useless but as soon as i~is'
usable it becomes 'a, resource, The European Ui'!:iCni.(2008) defines solid waste.as any substance

or pbjeqi which the holder discards, intends to discard or is required to discard. Municipal solid

waste refers to waste In solid' state generated by human' activities: in municipal centers and

residential. It includes .both organic and inorganic solid' wastes.

).1.2. Global perspective of municipal solid waste generation, composition. and
management

Municipal solid 'waste is the abridgment of the solid waste generation from domestic',

commercial .and construction activities' by persons that is collected .and treated by the

municipalities (chen et al, 2'010). EXponential growth, of population and urbanization and the:

'deve-lopment of social economy coupled with the improvement of the living standards have

resulted' into an increase if! the amount of municipal solid wastes generation throughout the

world. On average the developed countries typically generate 521.95-759'.il<g per .person per

year-and 109.5':S25:6kg per person typically by developing countries. (Mugaga, 2(JQ6). According

toHoornweg (1999) recent estimates suggest that. the municipal.solid waste generation 'globally

exceeds 2bil1ion tons. per year.. which is a potential threat to the environmental dilapidation.

Therefore municipal solid waste management (MSWM) seems to be, one of the key topics for

environmental protection. in present daY$ and also in the.future.

"',
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