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ABSTRACT
In the study the impacts of the wastes dumped in Nyaruteme wetland in Ntungamo district and
some parts of Bushenyl where considered covering six neighboring villages with objectives of
assess the impacts of waste dump"ing'on Nyaruteme wetland, ‘ident'ifying wastes dumped into the
swamp, activities done in the wetland and impacts of dumping wastes into the wetland, data was
obtained through questionnaire interviews , observations and referenceto available information

and analyzed with stastical packages.

The study revealed that there is high level of dumping wastes int¢ the wetland. due to
reconstruction of the road, growing population, ignorance of people about the dangers of waste
in the wetland, no costs imposed on people who dump wastes, nearness of the wetland to the
road, lack of strict laws ‘governing the area and no. specific gazetted dumping wastes and
activities like crop growing , cattle keeping , brick making, fishing, weaving activities, and
urbanization are major driving forces land degradation due to increased levels of soil erosion ,
there are low levels of responses to Nyaruteme dEgradﬁtion and limited awareness. towards
sustainable use and management of the wetland resources, gender and age are relevant factors in
determining the nature of activities carried out in wetlands with male and age group of 19-25
taking a great percentage of participants .,Activities in wetlands are independent of whether one

owns land-ornot .

Based on the study, the following recommendations were made; need to educate peoplé about
dangers resulting from dumping wastes into the wetland, establishing waste collection points;
encouraging people to’ carry out community works , fiéed to sensitize and change attitude of the
community towards énvironment and natural resources. , corisider gender equality in use and

‘management of natural resources to.avoid gender conflicts,

xil




CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction
This cavered background to the study, statement of the problem, objectives of the study,
research hypotheses/Questions, conceptual frame work, signification/ justification of the

study, scope of the study.

1.2 Back ground of the study

Nyaruteme wetland s located in Itojo Sub-county, Ntungamo District, approximately: 15
kilometers (9.3 miles) by road from Ntungamo Town and the bigger part is in Bushenyi
district.

Nyariiteme ‘wetland provides to the local ‘communities around Ntungamo district and of
Bushenyi district e.g. the provision of food, drinking water, building materials, etc. in
addition, Nyaruteme wetland plays an important rolé in water regulation, purification and
sanitation. In Uganda wetlands represent one of the vital natura) resources it is endowed
with; and dlthough the overall economic value of wetlands in Uganda has not yet been
quantified, (Emerton et al, 1999,) estimates the purification function. The value of all
wetlands and their associated ecosysteni services has been estimated at’ US$14- billion
annuially (Groot, 2006) . The National Environment Act, Cap 153 states that it 1§ an
offence to reclaim, dump, alter or remove afiy stracture fixed in, on, under or over any
wetland and also introduction of exotic plant or animal and other materials in the

wetland(state of environnient).

Yet many of these services such as the recharge of ground water, water purification or
aesthetic and cultural values are not immediately obvious when one looks at a wetland.
Planners and decision makers at many levels are frequently not fully aware of the

connections between wetland condition and the provision of wetland services and the

1
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