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ABSTRACT

Solid waste disposal and management is both an urban and rural problem and every persor is a
potential generator of waste, consequently a contributor to this problem. To generate waste is onie
thing, the type of waste generated is another and also the way the generated waste is managed or'
disposed of is quite a different issue. This study was carried out in Kamuli Town Council in
Karnuli District in eastern Uganda.

The main objective of this study was to sight see the level of public participation in solid waste
management in Kamuli Town Council, in light of ‘the challenges and prospects for future
management..

The study used a combination of both quantitative and qualitative methodologies in research. It
therefore draws on the cross-sectional study design as explained by Bryman (2004) and also on
aspects of a phenomenological research design as discussed by Blanche et al., (2006).

The findings revealed that the majority proportion of the public in Kamuli Town Council
exhibited concern and an amount of 's“ené‘iti_vity about solid waste though sorting of solid waste is
less adopted. The level of item reuse is equally low in Kamuli Town Council and the people still
think that they cannot do anything to reduce the volume of solid waste they generate. There are
challenges of limited resources to manage the solid waste and illegal dumping in Kamuli Town
Council. However, there are plans for formal disposal facilities, use: of the legal instrument and
awareness-raising as a way to deal with the challenges.

Consequently, because the level of public participation in solid waste management at present in
Kamuli Town Council is low, the best way to start dealing with the problem is for the Town
Council authorities to show the people that they are worth by involving them in the initial
‘planning process.

Xiii



CHAPTER ONE GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.0. Introduction
Uganda like. maby countries in the world suffers from poor waste management. Poor waste
management is increasingly becoming a big problem in many cities in sub-Saharan Africa and
Kamuli is no exception.

This chépter covers the background of the study, problem statement, the general and specific
objectives, research questions, scope of the study, and significance of the study.

1.1. Background

Solid waste disposal and management is both an urban and rural problem. Every person is a
Potential generafor of waste and therefore; a contributor to this problem. To generdte. waste is
one thing, the type of waste generated is another and theway waste generated is managed or
dis’posed- of is quite a differént issue. It has been more often not turned out that the rate at which
solid waste is penerated is far higher than the capacity to responsibly manage it. Waste is
generated by and from different sectors; domestic, commercial, industry and others and in many
instances; the waste management responsibility has been left to the government ot administrative
authorities.

There is-growing consent that the innn_ediate stakeholders in the 1ssue of solid waste (i.e. the
generators of waste) in this case the residents néed to join hands with the authorities in dealing
with this problem that has far-reaching environmental and human health effects.

Uganda is one of the countries in the world that are ranked low in urbarization but this anyhow,
the urban population is growing. Actually, the urban population is growing faster (l.e. at 3.7%)
than the national average which is at 3.4%. The implication of this growth is _ﬂiat-_polluti’on issues
such as solid waste management and the provisiori of adequate safe water alongside acceptable
levels of sanitation coverage will need closer atiention, According to National Environment
Management Authority (NEMA), 2005). As Uganda’s urban areas incfease in number and
expand in geographical and population size, solid waste is expeditionsly emerging as a
significant issue in environmental management,

While there are established guidelines for solid waste management, there is need for clear
legislation and preferably a national policy specifically on solid waste management (NEMA,

2005).

Principally, waste volumes have increased in urban area due to the growing urban population,
concentration of industries, consumption of résidents, and inadequate finance and facilities to
manage waste ¢ollection and disposal as it’s in NEMA 2007:276). This state of affairs has led to
the volume of solid waste generated to go beyond what the available facilities can accommodate.
One of the major factors that have contributed to poor waste collection and management in-
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