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ABSTRACT

The study was done to. determirie the impacts of tobacco grosving on food and income security of
the peaple of Aii-vu sub-county, Terego county, Arua district. Data collected included the size of
land people allocated for growing tobacco and food crops, food crops grown in-the area before
tobaceo became prevalent, incoine that people attain from tobacce growing in relation to food
crops and costs incurred. to grow tobacco up to when it's sold in compatison to food crops.
Simple random sampling was used fo select the farmers, a total of 72 respondents were
interviewed. Six parishes were selected from the sub-county, two villages were sampled from
‘each of the parishes selected.and six respondents were selected from each village. The study used
interview guides, questionnaire answering by respanderits, documentary analysis and direct
observation tc collect data, The data collected was analyzed usirig at Univariate level
(construction of frequencies) using EXCELL and SPSS. '

From the study.it was found out that 62.4% of the land was devoted to tobacco growing and
37.6% was devoted to food crop growing. And 81.6% of the food crops. disappearing were the
major and the staple food crops in the aréas. Using thie analysis on the gross reveiue and the
casts, it has been found out that tobacco growing is a profitable venture if well plasined though
these' profits cannot fully sustain all the riecessary household requirements. The monoculiuie
form of farming and too much use of chemicals to grow tobdcco destrov the soil and limits

growing of other crops especially food craps.

Based on thie-study the recommendations made were: to solve the problem of food insecurity in
Ali-vu sub-county: both the-largé and smill seale tobacco fariners should at least give half of
their land for food crops if they cannot give three quarter of their land for food crops and they
use the other part for tobacco only to get income to cater for small needs. This will lead to
increased productiofi of food which can easily be used to supplement 6n income as food is made
available unlike tobacco which only brings income but cannot be eaten as food, improved and
resilient seeds and planting materials for feod: crops should be provided by the government to the
people since tobideco degrade thé soil so much, regulation of tobaceo prices by the government,
providing technical know-how for the farmers to manage both tobacco and food crops in &
sustainable manner, improvement on infrastructural (acilities to enhance easy iransportation and

maiketing of both tobacco and féod crops and provision of metedrological information te the

b




farmers in order to deal with bad climatic conditions backed up by provision of water sources.

These will increase the income of the people of Ali-vu sub-county with enough food.

Key words: Tobacco growing, food crop growing, food insecurity, income insecurity,

sustainable or optimal allocation of resourées.
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CHAPTER ONE: GENERAL INTRODUCTION
1.1 I‘_nt’roﬂixc’tion

This chapter covers back ground to the study, problem statement, general objective of the study,
specific objectives of the study, research questions, justification, conceptual frame work, and

report layout.
1.2 Background to the study

Uganda’s economy is heavily dependent on agriculture just like any other African countries with
cash crop praduction for export and local consumption and over §0% of the labour force of the
coumiry and 85% of its poor people are direct’ly or indirectly engaged in agriculture, live in rural
areas and depend on agriculture for livelilhood and as source of income (NEPAD,
2004).According to the state of environmental report 2010, agricultural sector in Uganda is
composed of crop and animal production, forestry and fisheries and the associated trade and
processing industries (MAAIF, 2009), Agriculture continues to dominate the Ugandan economy

‘though at a continually declining level,

The main cash crops of Uganda include coffée, tea, cotton, tobacca. In Uganda tobacco is
currently grown in areds such as Arua and Maracha, Yumbe districts in westnile, Gulu, Lira,
Masindi, Hoima, Mubende and Rukungiri (Onzima and Birikunzita, 2001). Tobacco was first
introduced in early 1920%s and it has risén today to become a major source: of revenue for many
rural homes and the government of Uganda inform of taxes collected from tobaceo companies,
Tobacco iolds an unparallel position among crop: plants. (Akelturst, 1968). Tt is ane of the very
few crops entering world market entirely on leaf basis aid plays an important part in
international trade. It is most widely grown éomnj’e_rcial. nen-food ‘plant in the world {Taylot;
1927). As tdbdeco control mieastirés confinue to gain momentum around the world, various
stakeholders have expressed concern that these policies are likely to have serious negative effect
on the economies of tobacco producing: countries. The world health organization framewerk
convention on Tobacco eontrol (WHO FCTC) is to curtail tobacco consumption to the greatest

extent possible. For-individuals and nations involved in tobacco production and marketing, this is




2. Research on the comparison of tobacco growing as an enterprise with other enterprises

petty businesses, boda bodad riding, mechanical works, tailoring, carpentry and others

fr-'é_u_ﬁ' a farm management and agriculiural economics point of view,

3, R(_:'l-:ating the variable tobacco growing with food and income security in order to identify
its _i'mpact oh the welfare of the people.

4. The effects of tobacco growing on the soil health in the sub-county in relation to growth
of food crops.

5. The impact of tobacco growing on forést resources in Ali-vu sub-county.
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