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ABSTRACT

The study investigates the effects of the schema theory on teaching listening
comprehension and how this theory can help language teachers teach listening
effectively in Jeressar high school. The schema theory is effective in the way that it
guides the teacher on how to prepare for the lessons on listening which enhances the
learner’s listening comprehension through helping them build up background
knowledge which will be useful to their understanding. Most learners face troubles in
listening to a foreign language and often complain to their teachers that they could
not understand, and plead them to speak in their native language. On the other hand,
some teachers try to help their students to become effective listeners but they report
that they don’t know what goes inside learners’ heads during listening.



Chapter |

Introduction

Due to the importance of listening comprehension in language acquisition, it is
vital for a second or foreign language teaching curriculum to have in its core listening
activities. "Research suggests that listening is prerequisite to other language skills",
Cheung (2010). Acquiring good listening skills in second language facilitates the
developments of the other three skills: speaking, reading and writing since
comprehension should precede reproduction. In addition, listening is a highly
integrative skill which can integrate easily with other skills. For example, it can
integrate with speaking when making role play, or with writing, when writing a

paragraph or an opinion about the listening topic.

Besides its importance, listening comprehension is challenging for both teachers
and learners. Most learners face troubles in listening to a foreign language and often
complain to their teachers that they could not understand, and plead them to speak in
their native language. On the other hand, some teachers try to help their students to
become effective listeners but they report that they don’t know what goes inside
learners' heads during listening. In fact, listening is a complex skill that involves many
processes. According to Rubin (1995), "for second/foreign language learners, listening
is the skill that makes the heaviest processing demands because learners must store
information in short term memory at the same time as they are working to understand
information”. When listening, learners try to recall their background knowledge
(schemata) along with their linguistic knowledge in order to comprehend what is being

said. This is the field of schema theory.

Schema theory is one of the important theories of learning that affects
perception and learners' memory. "According to schema-theorists. we comprehend
something only when we can relate it to something we already know", Carrell (1983).
However, throughout the researcher's nine years’ experience as an English supervisor,
she has noticed that many teachers ignore the impact of their learners' background and
its role in comprehension. They have their students begin listening immediately to
recordings or listening materials without preparing them with suitable pre-listening

activities. Others do the worst by changing listening activity to reading one,
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