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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this study was to establish the determinants of adoption of sustainable land.
‘managément (SLMP) in relation to gender using Malongo Sub-County in Mayuge district,
Eastern Uganda as the case study. The Specific objectives were: to establish the different
factors that contribute to land degradation; to assess the effect of farimers™ gender on the
adoption of sustainable land management practices; and to establish thie impact of
sustainable land nianagement practices on agriculture and food production. The researcher
applied both quantitative and qualitative methods of data collection using a sample of 106
respondents. The:study findings are; land use practices earried out in the area include; crop
growing (57.40%), cattle keeping. (24.26%) brick making (7.1 0%) charcoal burning
(8.88%) and mining (2.37%). Households® gender significantly affects the adoption of
sustainable land management practices like reforestation (P=0.0/8), manure use (0.030),
and agro forestry (__0.04)_. The study also found out that, households' age does not
significantly impact on the adoption of SLMP while household's education level
sign_iﬁcantl_y influence SLMP like reforestation (0.029). manure use (0.002) and mulching
(0.025) at 5% level of significance. On the other hand household's farm size significantly
influence the practice of agro forestry (0.020), bush fallowing (0.000) and reforestation
(0.003) at 5% level of significance. Househiold's income size influence the practice of
‘manure use (0.004) and the practice of deep ploughing {0.001) at 5% level of significance.
The study also found out that sustainable land management practices have signilicantly
contributed to increased involvement in agriculture (P=(.013), controlled pesis and
diseases (P=0.001), reduced labor requirements for agrictlture (P=0.000), pieces of land
have being cultivated (P=0.016) and to positive atlitude towards agriculture (P=0.000).
SLM has continued to increase quantities of crop yields produced (}’¥-().-r)(}()) production
of  quality yields (P=0.000) and increase in people’s income as well as !ivél’ihoods
(0.009).. Gender does not influenice the access to agricultural extension services lowever
results indicated that _gender- influence land ownership and partieipation of women and men
in agriculture. The study therefore recommended that;  there should be education and
sensitization of the community about SLM and how it be done effectively. Equal
distribution of gender roles and burdens, Government support through provision ol loans 1o
the local people, Improving on transport systems and Adopting climate mitigation
measures for example Tree planting, energy switching from nonrénewable to renewable
sources of energy among others to combat climate change can help to increase the adoption

and use of SLMP which in turn boosts agriculture and food production in the area.
xil "




CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTFION

1.1 Background

Land is a vital resource for producing food and other ecosysiem goods and services,
(Samandari, 2017b). Ecosystem services include; biodiversity conservation, regulation
of hydrological regimes, cycling so0il nutrlents and storing carbon among others.
Produgtive land .is the most significant geo resource: or natural capital asset that human

beihgs POSSESS. '(Kam’al,: etal 20 15).

Land comiprises all elements of the physical environment to the extent that these
influence the potential for land use (Jouanjean, et al 2014). Thus, land refers to soil,
landforms, geology, climate and hydrology. the plant cover, and fauna including insects
-and microorganisms. The nature of utilization under which land is currently put or the
‘possible kinds of uses under consideration for the future is referred to as Land Use

(Samandari, 2017b),

Most communities depend on land for their survival and sustainability of their
liveliioods through different activities like crop 'g_rowin'g and livestock keeping
(agriculture), charcoal burning among others (World bank, 2016). Agriculture plays
valuable roles'in our day to day life by not only providing us with food bur also by
maintaining a strong economy. On a worldwide basis, most peaple are more involved in
agriculture ‘than in all other oceupations combined {William, 2016). Agriculture is
Ameriea’s largest industry not computers or cars employing more thain 20 million

people in agricutture related jobs (Appleton, 2018).

About 60 percent of Uganda's population is enpaged in Agriculture. Agriculture has
grown at an average rate of 2.8% per year for the last 8 years and it is the dominant
sector in' Uganda's economy (Balafoutis et al.; 2016; Uganda Bureau of Statisites,
2016). This sector grew at-an average of 3.7% over 1990-99 compared to others. The
agricultural sector employs 82% of the workforce, accounts for 90% ot export earnings,

and provided 44% ol the GDP in 1999. Uganda is able to rely on agriculture due to the
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