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THE SUMMARY
Forthelastfewyears,therehasbeenverypoorperformanceatPrimaryLeavingExaminationsinthesub-

countyofLiraPalwo.Thetrendofperformancehasbeenpersistentlypoordespitetheschoolsusingthesa
menationalsyllabusandprescribedinstructionalmaterials. Thisstudywascarriedtoestablishthecauses
ofthepersistentpoorperformance. Thestudyusedamixedapproachandacross-

sectionalsurveydesign. Thefocusofthestudywasonthehome-relatedcausesandschool-
relatedcausesofpoorperformanceatPLElevel,aswellassuggestingpossiblestrategiestoovercomethec
auses.DatawasanalysedusingMicrosoftofficeexceldataanalysispackage.

Thestudyrevealedthatthereareanumberofhomeandschool-
relatedfactorscausingpoorperformance,andtherefore,thestudyconcludedthatsincetherearealotofho
meandschool-
relatedfactorsleadingtopoorperformance,alotneedstobedonebyvariousstakeholdersinordertooverc
omethecausesofpoorperformanceinPLEbypupilsinLiraPalwosub-
county,andthewholecountry,throughaneffectivecoverageofsyllabi,goodteachermotivation,effectiv
eparents’involvement,aswellastimelyandsufficientinstructionalresourcesandfavourablehomeands
choolenvironment. Theresearcherrecommendedthekeystakeholdersineducationsuchasministryofed
ucationandsports,districteducationoffices,directorateofeducationstandards,inspectorateofeducatio
n,schooladministrators,teachers,andparents,tousethefindingtodeterminetheextenttowhichsupervis
oryrolesarebeingexecuted,andmakenecessaryadjustmentsforimprovement,reflectandrealisetheirro
leinthechildren’seducation,andexecutethemeffectively,makedecisionsrelatedtoparents’involveme
ntintheacademicperformanceofpupilsaswellasteachers’commitmentandabsenteeism,whiletotheot

herresearchers,thestudyrecommendsthatsimilarstudiesbecarriedoutinotherareas.
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APPREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

Primary Leaving Examinations

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.
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CHAPTERONE
1.0Introduction
Thischapterpresentsthebackgroundtothestudy,statementoftheproblem,aimandobjectivesofthestud

y,purposeofthestudy,researchquestions,significanceofthestudyandcontextofthestudy.

1.1BackgroundtotheStudy
Throughouttheglobe,educationhascometoberegardedasavehiclethatpromotesocial,economicandpo

liticaldevelopmentaninvestmentthatopensnewhorizon,ameanstoempowerbothmenwomen,andpro
videsforactiveparticipationindevelopmentprogrammesandprojects. Itisimportantbecause, itinstilsk
nowledgeskillsandattitudesthatarecompatiblewithsustainabledevelopmentinallaspectsoflife(Max
wel,2004).

Educationisavitalinvestmentforhumanandeconomicdevelopmentforanynation. Itisacrucialsectorint
hat,beingamajorinvestmentinhumancapitaldevelopment,itplaysacriticalroleinlong-
termproductivityandgrowthbothatmicroandmacrolevels(Cavalevu,1979).Educationatalllevelsandi
nallitsformsconstitutesavitaltoolforaddressingvirtuallyallglobalproblems.Educationtakesplaceasal
earningprocessconductedininstitutionsoflearningreferredtoasSchoolsaswellasinstitutionsofhigherl

earning(Universities,PolytechnicsandCollege)(Adeyemi,2014)

Toachievequalityeducation,worldgovernments,throughtheirvariousstakeholders,strivetoensuretha
tthereisgoodperformanceatalllevelssuchasPrimaryLeavingExaminations,UgandaCertificateofEdu
cation,andUgandaAdvancedCertificateofEducation. Thegovernmentdoesthisthroughtheefforttopro
videadequateinstructionalmaterials,effectivesupervision,timelyandregularfollowuponimplementat
ionofgovernmentpolicies,innovationsandotherprogrammesineducation. Thevision2030whichaimst
oturnUgandaintoamiddle-
incomeeconomybytheyear2030isanchoredinthenationaleducationsystem.Forthisreason,examinati
onsareviewedasanimportanttoolforachievingtheseobjectives. Theassessmentofstudent’sattainment
inlearningisthereforeanintegralpartofanyeducationalprocess(Bongonko,2012).Thus,thousandsofst
udentsinboth,primaryandsecondaryschoolssitfornationalexaminationseveryyear.Primaryschoolsst
udentssitforPrimaryLeavingExamination(P.L.E)attheendof7years.Surprisingly,therehasbeenaloto
fvariationintheperformanceofpupilsintheexaminationsamongandwithinschoolsinthecountry.Thisi
sreal,despitethefactthatthesepupilsfollowacommonsyllabusandareofcomparableabilitiesandhavest

udiedtogetherinthesameclassthroughout,perhapsbothinprimaryandsecondaryschools.
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