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THE SUMMARY 

Forthelastfewyears,therehasbeenverypoorperformanceatPrimaryLeavingExaminationsinthesub-

countyofLiraPalwo.Thetrendofperformancehasbeenpersistentlypoordespitetheschoolsusingthesa

menationalsyllabusandprescribedinstructionalmaterials.Thisstudywascarriedtoestablishthecauses

ofthepersistentpoorperformance.Thestudyusedamixedapproachandacross-

sectionalsurveydesign.Thefocusofthestudywasonthehome-relatedcausesandschool-

relatedcausesofpoorperformanceatPLElevel,aswellassuggestingpossiblestrategiestoovercomethec

auses.DatawasanalysedusingMicrosoftofficeexceldataanalysispackage. 

Thestudyrevealedthatthereareanumberofhomeandschool-

relatedfactorscausingpoorperformance,andtherefore,thestudyconcludedthatsincetherearealotofho

meandschool-

relatedfactorsleadingtopoorperformance,alotneedstobedonebyvariousstakeholdersinordertooverc

omethecausesofpoorperformanceinPLEbypupilsinLiraPalwosub-

county,andthewholecountry,throughaneffectivecoverageofsyllabi,goodteachermotivation,effectiv

eparents’involvement,aswellastimelyandsufficientinstructionalresourcesandfavourablehomeands

choolenvironment.Theresearcherrecommendedthekeystakeholdersineducationsuchasministryofed

ucationandsports,districteducationoffices,directorateofeducationstandards,inspectorateofeducatio

n,schooladministrators,teachers,andparents,tousethefindingtodeterminetheextenttowhichsupervis

oryrolesarebeingexecuted,andmakenecessaryadjustmentsforimprovement,reflectandrealisetheirro

leinthechildren’seducation,andexecutethemeffectively,makedecisionsrelatedtoparents’involveme

ntintheacademicperformanceofpupilsaswellasteachers’commitmentandabsenteeism,whiletotheot

herresearchers,thestudyrecommendsthatsimilarstudiesbecarriedoutinotherareas. 
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CHAPTERONE 

1.0Introduction 

Thischapterpresentsthebackgroundtothestudy,statementoftheproblem,aimandobjectivesofthestud

y,purposeofthestudy,researchquestions,significanceofthestudyandcontextofthestudy. 

1.1BackgroundtotheStudy 

Throughouttheglobe,educationhascometoberegardedasavehiclethatpromotesocial,economicandpo

liticaldevelopmentaninvestmentthatopensnewhorizon,ameanstoempowerbothmenwomen,andpro

videsforactiveparticipationindevelopmentprogrammesandprojects.Itisimportantbecause,itinstilsk

nowledgeskillsandattitudesthatarecompatiblewithsustainabledevelopmentinallaspectsoflife(Max

wel,2004). 

Educationisavitalinvestmentforhumanandeconomicdevelopmentforanynation.Itisacrucialsectorint

hat,beingamajorinvestmentinhumancapitaldevelopment,itplaysacriticalroleinlong-

termproductivityandgrowthbothatmicroandmacrolevels(Cavalevu,1979).Educationatalllevelsandi

nallitsformsconstitutesavitaltoolforaddressingvirtuallyallglobalproblems.Educationtakesplaceasal

earningprocessconductedininstitutionsoflearningreferredtoasSchoolsaswellasinstitutionsofhigherl

earning(Universities,PolytechnicsandCollege)(Adeyemi,2014) 

Toachievequalityeducation,worldgovernments,throughtheirvariousstakeholders,strivetoensuretha

tthereisgoodperformanceatalllevelssuchasPrimaryLeavingExaminations,UgandaCertificateofEdu

cation,andUgandaAdvancedCertificateofEducation.Thegovernmentdoesthisthroughtheefforttopro

videadequateinstructionalmaterials,effectivesupervision,timelyandregularfollowuponimplementat

ionofgovernmentpolicies,innovationsandotherprogrammesineducation.Thevision2030whichaimst

oturnUgandaintoamiddle-

incomeeconomybytheyear2030isanchoredinthenationaleducationsystem.Forthisreason,examinati

onsareviewedasanimportanttoolforachievingtheseobjectives.Theassessmentofstudent’sattainment

inlearningisthereforeanintegralpartofanyeducationalprocess(Bongonko,2012).Thus,thousandsofst

udentsinboth,primaryandsecondaryschoolssitfornationalexaminationseveryyear.Primaryschoolsst

udentssitforPrimaryLeavingExamination(P.L.E)attheendof7years.Surprisingly,therehasbeenaloto

fvariationintheperformanceofpupilsintheexaminationsamongandwithinschoolsinthecountry.Thisi

sreal,despitethefactthatthesepupilsfollowacommonsyllabusandareofcomparableabilitiesandhavest

udiedtogetherinthesameclassthroughout,perhapsbothinprimaryandsecondaryschools. 



24 
 

References: 

 

Agnohotri,P.K.,&Wanna,A.L.(1994).SecondLanguageAcquisition:Social-

CulturalandLinguisticAspectsofEnglishinIndia.NewDelhi:Sage. 

Allen,E.,&Valette,R.(1997).ClassroomTechniques.ForeignLanguagesandEnglishasasecondlangu

age.SanDiego:HarcourtBraceJovanorich. 

Chiodo,J.&Byford,J.(2014).DotheyReallyDislikeSocialstudies?AStudyofMiddleSchoolandHighS

choolStudents.JournalofSocialstudiesResearch. 

Creswell,J.W.(2005)EducationalResearch:Planning,ConductingandEvaluating 

EFAGlobalMonitoringReport.(2015).EducationforAll2000-

2015:AchievementsandChallenges.UNESCOPublishers. 

Estey,K,(2005).CausesofLowAcademicPerformanceofPrimarySchoolPupils:GhanaCapeCoast. 

FAO-

ILOReport(2011).GoodPracticeGuideforAddressingChildLaborinFisheriesandAquaculture:Polic

yandPractice.December2011. 

ILO.(2013).WorldReportonChildLabor:EconomicVulnerability,SocialProtectionandtheFightAga

instChildLabor.InternationalLaborOffice.Geveva. 

Kapoli,I.J(2001).TheImpactEnglishlanguageasamediumofinstructiononthetrainingandperformanc

eofsecretaries(unpublishedmasterthesis).UniversityofDaressalaam. 

Ligeve,S.N,Poipoi,M.V&Maragia,S.N.(2011).TheInfluenceofParticipationinFishingActivitieson

AcademicAchievementofPrimarySchoolPupilsinSuba&HomabayDistricts,Kenya.AnInternational

JournalofAcademicResearchinProgressiveEducationandDevelopment.July2012,Vol1,No.3.pp1-

11. 

Little,D.&Dellangela.T.(2018).Teachersmissdays;poorkidsmissout.Educatorsatsomestrugglingsc

hooltakemosttimeoff.Analysisshows.ChicagoTribune(September25.2008). 

MalekelaG(2003).EnglishasamediumofinstructioninpostprimaryeducationinTanzania.Isitafairpoli

cytothelearners?InBrock 

Maxwell,S(2004)LaunchingtheDFIDconsultation“NewDirectionsforAgricultureinReducingPove

rty”. 



25 
 

Miller.R.T.Mumane.R.J,&Willett,JB(2008).DoTeacherAbsencesImpactStudentAchievement?Lo

ngitudinalEvidencefromOneUrbanSchoolDistrict."EducationalEvaluationandPolicyAnalysis30. 

Muhammed,A.Yinusa&Akanle,O.B.(2008).Socioeconomicfactorsinfluencingstudentacademicper

formanceinNigeriasomeexplanationfromalocalsurvey.Retrievedon19/9/2012fromhttp;//www.med

welljournals.com/abstract. 

Nyamubi,J(2003).AttitudinalandmotivationalfactorsinfluencingperformanceinEnglishlanguagea

mongTanzanianschoolstudents(unpublishedmaster’sthesis). 

NzyimaM.P.(2011).Relationshipbetweenparentalinvolvementinchildreneducationandtheiracadem

icperformanceinpublicprimaryschoolsinDagorettidistrictunpublishedMedprojectNairobi;universit

yofNairobi. 

PamelaE.D.(2015).TheindirectroleofparentalexpectationsandthehomeenvironmentUniversityofM

ichigan;retrievedon18/9/2012fromhttp://www.mcmahon.info/parenteducationincome.pdf. 

RayCampbell,ZandQerro,M(1997).LanguageCrisisinTanzania.Daressalaam 

Ray,R.(2011).ChildLabor,ChildSchoolingandtheirInteractionwithAdultLabor:Empirical. 

Tyler.J.H.(2003).UsingStateChildLaborLawstoIdentifytheEffectofSchool-to-Work. 

UNESCO,(2005).ChallengesofImplementingFreePrimaryEducationinKenya,Experiencefromthe

DistrictsNairobiKenya. 

Wills,J.&Sandholtz,M.(2009).Constrainedprofessionalism:Dilemmasofteachinginthefaceoftest-

basedaccountability.Teacherscollegerecord.111(4)–10651114. 

Zahyah,(2008).Therelationshipbetweenaspectsofsocio-

economicfactorsandacademicachievement.Retrievedon12/9/2012fromhttp://www.Ukmjurfpend/j

ournal2008/7doc. 

 

 

 

 


	Obua 1.pdf
	Obua 2.pdf

