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ABSTRACT

Pastoralism is coming tndet growing pressure from mining-related activities, wildlife
conservation, infrastructure and crop fatming often linked to changing land fenure systems.
This study aimed at assessing the environmental and social impacts of mining-related
activities  on Pastoral livelihoods. The data for this study c¢omprised of both primary data
_gathered through a household semi-structured questionnaire using Kobo toolbox. and google
forms; and secondary data sourced from peer reviewed articles; geospatial information was
sourced from Uganda Bureau of Statistics; all these data were entered, analysed using
Microsoft Excel, SPSS and QGIS. The results enhanced understa'ndin_g of natural resource
use conflicts that have fuelled environmental and social inpacts. Traditionally, pastoralists
use planned_grazi'ng patterns to create ecological balance as well as balance the nutrient needs.
of their livestock. Unfortunately, the dawn of extractives (mining-related activities) in
Karamoja -and especially in Rupa Sub-County has created a dire shift in: pastoral grazing
patterns. For example, in Naput grazing area, livestock no longer takes a turn to the East
grazing routes as they have been largely occupied by huge industrial and commereial mining
companies including MIA Marble, Sund belt and Hima Cement. These mining companies
have taken up major water sources and fenced off some grazing resources such as salt leaks
and nutritious pastures thus reducing the quality of pasture and.consequently shrinking of”
grazing space as informed by the chi-square test results (p=0.025<0.05). This has at times
created conflicts between pastoralists and mining companies. Moreover, the security
installations. in' mining companies such as the use of huge foreign dogs scare away
pastoralists and their livestock. This study also found out that across pastoralist communities,
the main climate variabilities and changes that have been -perceived include more eiratic and
reduced rainfall, rise in temperatures and prolonged/ frequent droughts. These changes have
therefore meant that pastoralists move longer distances more frequently and increased
administration borders, competing land uses that have accelérated natural resource usé
conflicts, have exacerbated this. In conclusion, this stidy underscores the need for joint fand
use pl'anning avenues amongst the wvarious land users; to reduce natural résources use
conflicts; government, mining companies and civil society actors oughit to prioritise more
investment in water for production actoss cattle cortidors; and informs. development of

policies to govern rangeland use alongside competing land uses.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of Stady

Karamoja remains one of the poorest regions in Uganda, experiencing slow rates of
development coupled with economic hardships, and is among the most prone to civil conflict
and social unrest. Yet, the région is one of the most richly endowed regions in Uganda in
terms of mineral resources. For instance over 50.different minerals are known to oceur in this
region, including gold, silvér, copper, iron, gemstones, limestone and marble (Consultant et
al.; 2015).

Recently, Karamoja sub-region has become the new mi-nin_g- hub in Uganda, and the discourse
on the mining is resounding some of the typical features of a resource curse (M. B. Mosebo,
2017). Thus, attracting twenty foreign and domestic companies presently have exploratory
and/or mining rights in the egion, These numbers of mining companies are expected to rise
with prowing demand for metals and minerals, favorable long-term trends in global
commodity prices and increased exploration. In spite of its rich mineral potential, the
commercial viability of large scale mining (LSM) and artisanal and small scale' mining
(ASM) and the full range 6f ¢conomic contributions and benefits of mining in Karamoja

remain unclear (Alliance for Responsible Mining, 2018).

The mining sector has had additional éhvironmental costs that have increasingly beécome a
burden to-a region that is poor, vulnerable, and heavily dependent on livestock as a viable
livelihood option. There has been virtually no comptehensive investigation of the economic
contribution of mining in Karamoja an estimate of the economic, environmental and social
costs and benefits of both Large Scale Mining (LSM) and Artisanal and Small-scale Mining
(ASM). This is not surprising since Uganda has had a history of policy, legal and regulatory
constrairits in the mining secfor dating back to-at least 1964 (UNEP, 2012).

The (Institute, 2016) describe experiences in -countries -such as Norway, Canada and
Botswana suggest that extractives can indeed be effectively managed to contribute to
sustainable economic growth. As such, extractives could be an asset if the necessary
regulatory frameworks and policies are in place, coupled with visionary and accountable

leadership. The huge potential benefits notwithstanding, éxtractives are also associated with a

1
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