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ABSTRACT
Cassava farming is one of the agricultural enterprises contributing to the increased supply of food

and household income of the farmers. The aim of the study was to assess the profitability of cassava
production among smallholder farmers in Lira City West division and it targeted 80 cassava
farmers in the parishes of Odokomit, Ober, Bar-Apwo, Amuca, Omito, Ojwina. A structured
questionnaire was used to collect field data which was later entered in Microsoft excel and
analyzed using SPSS. The majority of the respondents (67.5%) were married with 78.8% of the
families having fathers as the household heads. The study also indicated that the majority of the
respondents (67.5%) had inherited the land used for cultivation. In terms of education, 41.25 per
cent had acquired tertiary education followed by secondary education (35.0%). The average age
of the respondents was 44 years and the average household size was 6.35 heads per household with
an average of 3.56 children. The most grown variety of cassava was Bao with 31.3% (n=31.3)
followed by NAROCASS 1 which was grown by 19.2% of the farmers and Nyaraboke with 18.2%.
On average, farmers have experience of 9.14 years in cassava production and allocate 1.44 acres
of land for farmland with an average number of 5.15 laborers. During production, various costs
were incurred but these were categorized into variable and fixed costs. The total average variable
costs incurred throughout the production cycle per acre was UGX 310,272.20 and the total fixed
costs was UGX 426,741.67 giving a total of UGX 737,013.87 for overall cost incurred during
cassava production per acre. The total revenue obtained per acre was UGX 1,932,500 giving a
gross margin of UGX 1,195,486 which was 62%. Conclusively, the study revealed that cassava
production is a profitable venture that can be used to increase the farmers’ income. However,
increasing access to land to both males and females can help to increase production thus an increase

in the farmers’ income as well.
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CHAPTER ONE
1.0 INTRODUCTION
This chapter presents the background, statement of the problem, objectives, research questions,

justification, significance and scope of the study.

1.1 Background
Cassava (Manihot esculenta Crantz) belongs to the family Euphorbiaceae, which is characterized

by lactiferous vessels composed of secretory cells(Lokko et al., 2007). Cassava is a perennial
woody shrub with an edible root, which grows in tropical and subtropical areas of the world.
Cassava originated from tropical America and was first introduced into Africa in the Congo basin
by the Portuguese around 1558 (BENESI, 2006).

The total worldwide cassava production in 1961 was 78.5 million tons grown on 9.6 million
hectares, of which Africa contributed about 44%. By 2017, world cassava production had
increased to 322 million tons grown on 26 million ha of land. Although Africa accounts for more
than 58% of cassava production and more than 75% of land area cultivated for cassava, the average
fresh root yield of cassava is 8.9 t ha—1, which is far lower than the world average (11.9 t ha—1)
and the yield observed in Asia (13.3 t ha—1) (Amelework et al., 2021). Cassava is grown in more
than 105 countries; Nigeria, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Brazil, and Indonesia are the
leading cassava producers. Cassava fresh root yields under smallholder farmer conditions have
been estimated about 1-10 t ha—1. However, fresh root yields can potentially reach 75-80 t ha—1
through the use of high yielding, best adapted cultivars and improved crop management practices.
Cassava production has shown a steady growth for the last six decades. The most dramatic increase
in Africa and Asia were observed from 1996 to 2017. Cassava production in Latin America, on
the other hand, showed more moderate increases. The large increase in cassava production can be
attributed partly to an increase in area harvested in Africa as farmers recognize the economic
importance of the crop and partly due to a substantial yield gains in Asia due to new improved
cultivars and improved agronomic practices. Currently, about half of the world production of
cassava is in Africa and it is cultivated in around 40 African countries. Around 70 percent of
Africa's cassava output is harvested in Nigeria, the Congo and Tanzania. Throughout the forest

and transition zones of Africa, cassava is either a primary staple or a secondary food staple (Nweke,
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