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ACRONYMS 

NCTE: National Council of Teachers of English 

IRA: International Reading Association 
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DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

Writing skills: This refers to critical components of the writing process. 

Vocabulary: Refers to the fundamental element used in constructing sentences which is the core 

of effective writing skills.  

Grammar: Grammar is a structure that conveys the detailed meaning of the writer to the reader. 

Communication skills: This ability to convey feelings effectively through writing. 

Planning: This is the process of making plans for writing or as the foundation of what writing is 

built on. 

Revising and editing: This is the process of changing information in order to improve on the 

content 
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ABSTRACT 

The objective of this action research study was to assess the impact of English writing skills on 

the performance of learners in lower secondary school, To develop understanding on English 

writing skills, challenges faced by teachers and learners and teaching and learning the English 

writing skills, to find out the importance of improving the English writing skill and how it affects 

the performance of learners in lower secondary school and to provide suggestions and improve 

on the performance of the learners in English writing skills in lower secondary school. As 

English language writing skill has a great importance in language education, and in the field of 

teaching Language for Academic Purpose, it is shown that the development of this skill is one of 

the most difficult skills for learners. This study is part of a larger project and its main purpose is 

to open the black box by exploring the relationship between performances of learners and 

English writing skill in English language of lower secondary level.  

This study will dwell on the relationship between English writing skill and performance of the 

learners. This will be an immense importance to the teachers of English, language students, 

curriculum planners, examining bodies, text book writers, educational administrators, possibly 

parents, researchers and other interested bodies in the field of language and communication 

studies. 

This study will be conducted three selected schools of Kapchorwa secondary school, Kapchorwa 

parents secondary school and Elgon emirates secondary school in Kapchorwa secondary school 

Sampling techniques like purposive, systematic, and simple random sampling will be used to 

select respondents.  The researcher will administer an interview method for collecting data from 

the students and data will then be analysed qualitatively. Regarding the ethical considerations, 

the researcher will provide the respondents with the necessary information concerning the main 

purpose of the research, expected duration, procedures followed and the researcher will be in 

position to keep privacy and not disclose the confidentiality of respondents. 

 

 

 



v 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

CONTENT            PAGE  

Statement of Declaration ………………………………………………………………………. i 

Acronyms ………………………………………………………………………………………. ii 

Definition of Key Terms:……………..……………………………………………………….. iii 

Abstract ………………………………………………..……………………….……….………iv 

Table of Contents ……………………………………………………………………….……. v 

List of Tables ………………………………………………………………………………… viii 

CHAPTER ONE:…………………………………………………………………………….…1 

Introduction and background to the study ………………………………………….………..1 

1.0 Introduction ……………………………………………………………………..………….1 

1.1 Background to the study ………………………………………………………..………..…1 

1.2 Problem statement ……………………………………………………………..………….. 2 

1.3 Objectives ………………………………………………………………..………….………2 

1.3.1 Main Objective of the study ……………………………………………..……………… 2 

1.3.2 Specific objectives of the study ……………………………………………………….… 3 

1.4 Research questions ………………………………………………………………….……  3 

1.5 Significance of the study ……………………………………………………………..……3 

1.6 Scope of the study …………………………………………………………………………4 

CHAPTER TWO:……………………………………………………………………………5 

Review of related literature …………………………………………………………..…..…5 



vi 
 

2.0 Introduction ……………………………………………………………….…….…...… 5 

2.1 Objective by objective review  

2.2.1 Specific objective I ………………………………………………………..……..…...  5 

2.2.2 Specific objective II ……………………………………………………..………….… 7 

2.2.3 Specific objective III ………………………………………………..…………….… 10 

2.3 Summary ………………………………………………………………………………. 12 

11 CHAPTER THREE:…………………..…..………………………………………..… 13 

Methodology …………………………………………………………………………....… 13 

3.0 Introduction …………………………………….………………………………………13 

3.1 Research Design ………………………………………………………………………..13 

3.2 Study population and sample size …………………………………………………….. 13 

3.2.1 Population ………………………………………………………………………….…13 

3.2.2 Sample size ………………………………………………………………………….   13 

3.3 Sampling criteria ……………………………………………………………………… 14 

3.4 Data collection methods ………………………………………………………..……    14 

3.5 Research instruments ……………………………………………………………….….14 

3.6 Validity and reliability of the methods used ………………………………………..… 15 

3.7 Ethical considerations in the study …………………………………………………… 15 

3.8 Limitation of the study ………………………………………………………………… 15 

CHAPTER FOUR:…………………………………………………….……………….… 16 

Presentation of Findings ……………………………………………….…………………16 



vii 
 

4.0 Introduction ………………………………………………………………………….. 16 

4.1 Presentation of Findings …………………………………………………………….. 16 

4.1.1 Research Question I ……………………………………………………….………..18 

4.1.2 Research Question II …………………………………………………….…………20 

4.1.3 Research Question III ……………………………………………………..……… 22 

CHAPTER FIVE:……………………………………………………………………….26 

Discussion, conclusion and recommendations ………………………….………..……26 

5.0 Introduction ……………………………………………………… ………………… 26 

5.1 Discussion of findings ……………………………………………………………… 26 

5.1.1 Specific objective I ……………………………………………………………….. 26 

5.1.2 Specific objective II ……………………………………………………………… 26 

5.1.3 Specific objective III …………………………………………………………….. 27 

5.2 Conclusions and Recommendations ……………………………………………… 27 

5.3.1 Conclusions ………………………………………………………………………27 

5.3.2 Recommendations ………………………………………………………………..27 

References ……………………………………………………………………………..29 

Appendices ………………………………………………………………………….… 32 

 

 

 

 



viii 
 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table             Page 

Table1: Demographic data of respondents ………………………………………………..… 16 

Table 2:To find out what student writing skills affect the performance of learners in lower 

secondary schools in Kapchorwa municipality.……………………………………………….. 21 

Table 3:To find out the effects of student writing skills on performance of learners in lower 

secondary school in Kapchorwa municipality. ………………………………………………… 22 

Table 4: To find out what ways that can be used to improve students writing skills and 

performance of learners in lower secondary schools in Kapchorwa municipality. ……………..23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 
 

CHAPTER ONE 

Introduction and background to the study 

1.0 Introduction 

This study investigated the relationship between students’ writing skills and performance of 

learners in lower secondary English in Kapchorwa Municipality. 

This chapter provides insight into Background to the study, Problem statement, Objectives, Main 

Objective of the study, Specific objectives of the study, Research questions, Significance of the 

study, and Scope of the study. 

1.1 Background of the study 

Writing skill has a vital role in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learning because it is needed 

in supporting the learners’ academic success (Aliyu, 2020). Writing skills requires EFL learners 

to employ their linguistic competence to generate the main idea, supporting the idea, sum up the 

concept of the experts, have sufficient knowledge of diction choice, topic selection, and 

punctuation, make good connection among sentences, and find appropriate references. Writing 

skill is a thinking tool for the other three language skills and language components, such as 

vocabulary pronunciation, and grammar (Khazrouni, 2019). Khazrouni further claimed that 

English writing skill has an important role for EFL learners to develop several skills in their 

English learning, such as analyzing, arguing, critical thinking skills. Besides, English writing skill 

encourages students to employ their understanding of micro linguistics, i.e., morphology, syntax, 

and semantics that have already been learned in English class (Menggo, Suastra, Budiarsa , 

&Padmadewi, 2019). This idea is in line with the research findings conducted by (Tusyanah, 

Anissa, Chayatina, Sakitri, &Utami, 2019), who claimed that writing is a fundamental skill in 

language learning. The learners must employ their knowledge of the language, such as grammar, 

diction, punctuation, spelling, and many more. These enable learners to have a well-structured way 

of the presentation of thoughts in writing communication. Measuring and knowing students’ 

performance in writing classes is a must in the process of teaching English. An English teacher 

can identify learners' weaknesses and strengths and provide valuable input to enhance their writing 

skills ability (Setyowati&Sukmawan, 2019). Performance assessment is strongly believed to 

provide better feedback about the learners' performance and writing skills. Performance-based 

assessment is viewed as the most appropriate way to evaluate the learners' language performance, 
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