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ABSTRACT
This study aimed at assessing the community perception on the causes and impacts of

deforestation in Tokora Sub-County as a case study. Data was collected using three methods:
interviewing, questionnaire, and observation. Both probability and non-probability sampling
techniques were used to come up with a sample of 60 respondents. Data collected was analyzed

using Microsoft excel.

From the study, it was found out that the majority of respondents stopped at post-primary level

of education (45%), furthermore, 71.67% were males, 28.33% were females.

It was found out that charcoal burning, weak law enforcement and agricultural intensification
were the major causes of deforestation in Tokora Sub-County, which led to adverse potential
impacts like loss of some animal and plant species, increase in the frequency of drought and

shortage of herbal medicine.

The study also revealed that other factors that caused deforestation in Tokora Sub-County were;
high level of illiteracy, corruption, lack of alternative jobs, limited support in the agricultural

sector among others.

The study concluded that more efforts were still needed to protect the forest cover in Tokora
Sub-County this could be through creating alternative jobs, carrying out massive sensitization to

create awareness, strengthening education among others.
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CHAPTER ONE

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.0 Introduction
This chapter discusses the background of the study, problem statement, research objectives,

research questions, limitations of the study and conceptual framework.

1.1 Back ground of the study.
Forest ecosystems are components of the world’s biodiversity as many forests are more biodiverse

than other ecosystems.

Forests cover thirty-one percent of the world’s area. Approximately half the forest area is relatively
intact (naturally regenerated forests of native species where there are no visible indications of

human activities and the ecological processes are not significantly disturbed).

More than half of the worlds are found in only five countries that is; the Russian federation, brazil,

Canada, the united states of America and china and 66 percent of forests are found in ten countries.

Many of Eastern Africa’s forests ecosystems, which harbor a unique and rich biodiversity, are
transboundary. Trade of charcoal and timber spills across national boundaries, and issues such as

deforestation, forest degradation and climate change transcend borders.

Deforestation and forest degradation are having a significant impact on regional forest cover.
Uganda lost almost half of its forest cover between 1990-2015, going from 24% to 12.4% of total

land area, and Tanzanian deforestation are among the largest globally. If they continue or
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