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ABSTRACT

This internship was conducted at NaSARRI for a p~ of 10 weeks from 28th February 2022 to ()ili may

2022. NaSARRl is located in the Eastern Agro Ecological Zone in Serere district which is about 27km south

of Soroti town. The main objective of the internship was to enable students get practical knowledge, skills

and monitoring and evaluation in agricultural research and other related activities. It was conducted in

different sections in a rotational form. The major programs include farm management, dry land cereals, dry

land legumes, fiber crops and oil crops. Various activities were carried out during the training at NaSARRI

which included pest and disease identification in sorghum, grafting and budding of oranges and mangoes,

nursery bed establishment, post-harvest data collection, selfing and crossing in cotton etc. While in the

field, I gained skills in planting at a recommended spacing of each crop, post-harvest data collection, 100

seed counting using electronic machine, agronomic practices in various crops and pest and disease

identification etc. However few challenges were faced like inadequate tools and equipment's to be used in

the nursery bed sites, poor allocation of students to different sections, lack of sick bays for treatment in case

of any emergencies etc. In conclusion, I gained a wealth of experience with regards to work and am very

optimistic that this industrial training will contribute significantly to my career development as an

agricultural professional. /

However from the few challenges listed above, I would recommend that the institute should provide

adequate tools and equipments to be used at the farm, avail a he'a.Ithyfacility for first aid to both students

and staff and also draw clear training program and allocate students to specific supervisors to avoid

confusion in the institute.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION AND BACK GROUND

1.1 Introduction

Internship training is generally a pre-requisite for students in certain programs at all levels of higher

education to increase the level of work of the graduates and under graduates. The program was introduced

to empower the training competence and provide student with the opportunities in the work place to

receive practical yxperience in terms of effective communication, technology development, team work,

practices, poo£edures and regulations, professional perspective and reporting. This internship was

cor National Semi - Arid Resources Research Institute (NaSARRI) in Serere district.

C-1.2 Background of NaSARRI

NaSARRI is one of the sixteen agricultural research organizations under National Agricultural Research

organization (NARO) established by an Act of Parliament in 2005 (http: Iwww.nasarri.go.ugtindex.php).

NaSARRI was started in 1922 by the colonial government. It was by then called Serere Agricultural and

Animal Research Institute (SAARI) after which it was to carry out Research for Semi-Arid Regions in

Uganda.

1.3 Location of NASARRI

NaSARRI is one of the research institutes of National Agricultural Research Organization (NARO). Its

located in the eastern agro-ecological zone in Serere district at a longitude of 139 degrees north latitude

33 degrees and 27 degrees east,27 kilometers south west of Soroti City. It's at an altitude of 3.078 feet

above sea level with sandy loam soil and annual rainfall of 1972m:m and bimodal distribution type.

(
1.4. ViSion of NaSARRI

---T-u-be-mTket-teaderin-generatiun ami dissemination-of appropriate technologies for-sustainable

development insemi-arid areas

t .5. NaSARRI Mission

To generate, package and disseminate appropriate agricultural production technologies and information

for improved and sustained integrated crop and natural resource management in the semi-arid areas in

partnership with other stake holders.
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