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ABSTRACT

The topic of study was the contribution of River Nile (o the people of Uganda using Namasagah
Sub County as its case study. The major objective af the study was to-examing the contributions

of river Nile to the livelihoods ol the people of Namasagali.

The study was cross sectional where by both gualitutive and quantitative approaches were used
to collect data. To efficiently conduclt the study, the rescarcher largeted S50 households located in
Namasagali Sub County to make a more scientificatly justifiable sampling frame. A stratified

random sampling method was used.

The data collected throtigh conducting interviews and using self administered. questionnaires by
respondents, The data was analyzed using EXCEL and SPSS version 16 which facililated (he
formation of frequency tables, graphs and cross tabulations.

The research the found out that fishing on river Nile had greatly improved the livelihoods of the-
people through credtion of employmeént; earning income through selling fish and provision of
¢heap animal protéins as a source of food, the tourism activities in thé area had created
employment opportunities for boit riders, relaxation and body refreshment through activities like
swimming and site viewing, watér transport had improved livelihoods through saving the.income.
passengers since it wa$ cheap and the saved incoine would be used to meet other social ngeds,
water use had improved livelihoods through

The conclusions were that the water was used for purposes like c‘_o_oking_',_ selling, 'drinkih_g,_
irrigation; building bathing among others, the tilapia was the major type-of fish caught in the area
which was used for eating selling or both: The tourism activities intluded swimming sunbathing,
and site viewing. Water transport in the area. was very cheap as compared to other trangport-
means.

Recommendations of the study were raised and these included; attracting mote private investors
in recreational activities so as to improve fourist in the area, subsidization of the fishermen so as
to increase on the lével of fishing activities, ¢co management of the water resource, public

sensitization to create awareness about the water resource.

Xi



CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

The researcher looked at the cantributions ef river Nile to the livelihoods of the people of
Uganda using Nzlmz_lsag__u]i_Sub Couaty as the case study. This chapler shows the back ground of
the study, the p'ro’hllc:m' stalement, the purpose of ‘the sludy, research objectives, rescarch
questions used, the cenceptual framework, the scope ol the study, the signiflicince of the study

operational definitions and the organization of the study.

1.2. Background of the study

Water can be deemed an. essential environmental resource. From an anthropogenic perspective,
its most important role lies in human ‘susienance. Humans utilize ‘water directly for many
‘purposes; municipal water supply; sanitation, irrigation, transportation, industrial water supply,
energy generation (hydro-eleciric), and recreation, for example. In recent years, with the rise of
environmental ethics, the value of water bas been given a broader definition with a more
systematic and integrated approach. The idea that the valuc of water is determined solely through
the intérest of humans is increasingly questioned. Water plays an absolutely necessary -and
irreplaceablé role in many ecosystem setvices, such as habitat creation, nutrient cycling, the

hydrological cycle, and climactic regulation, to name a few.

Water plays a key role in the development of people and ecenomies since it has muitiple uses.
Investment in water management. directly contributes to livelihood security, improved health,

poverty alleviation and reduced societal vulnerability.

Water is a marvelous substance flowing, swirling seeping, constantly moving from sea to land
and back again. It shapes the earth’s surface and moderates our climate. Water is éssential for
life. 1t is a medium in which all living processes occur. Waier dissolves nutrients and distributes
them into cells. Regulates body temperature, supports structures, and removes waste products,
About 60% of the human body is made up of water. Water is also needed for agriculture,

industry, transportation and a host of other human uses. (William et.al, nd)
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