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DKFIN1TION OF TERMS

Hazardous Waste: Products which clue to their nature.and quantity, are potentially hazardous to

human health and/or the, environment .and which require special disposal techniques to eliminate

or reduce the hazard (Meakin, 1992),

Recycling: The process by which materials otherwi,se' destined fQI' disposal are.collected,

reprocessed, Or remanufactured, and are reused (USEP A.1995)

Biological oxygen demand '(BOD) .The.arnount of.oxygenrequired to degrade the-organic

materialand oxidize reduced substances in a water-sample; used as a measure Of the oxygen

requirement ofbacterial populations and serving ~s an index: ofwater pollution; biochemical.

oxygen demand (Lincoln f982).

Contaminated site; A siteatwhich hazardous substances occur at concentrations above

background levels and where assessment indicates it poses or IS likely 1Q pose-and immediate Dr

long term hazard to human health or the environment.

Landfill; A waste disposal site used for the, controlled deposit-of solid waste onto or into land.

Waste; Materi'als and energy, which have no fl~l1hel:"Jlseand are released to-the environment.as

a-means of disposal.Ie, so.1id waste is generated in a-solid form for disposal.andliquid waste is

generated or converted into 'a liquid formfor disposal.

xi



AJ;JSTJUCT

Hazardous waste management is increasingly becoming a big problem in many cities in. subw
•

Sahara Africa of which' Uganda is no exception. This is largely attributed to' the poor institutional

.arrangement, lack of capacity and use of poor technology by waste management Authorities in

addition to .the poor hazardous waste .storage and disposal methods by th¢ .comrnunities which

subject them to health and environmental problems.

The 'study Was carried out 'in Nyantungo, Karoosa, Bucuni and Mpunda in Kyenjojo. The aim

'was to. obtain information 011' the methods of storageand disposal ofhazardous wastes and also to

determine the effects of hazardous wastes on the physical properties ofwater: This was carried

out to help improve on the health of both the residents and environment at, large and it also helps

'in guiding sustainable development in the community ..

The objectives were' establishing the· major generators and different' types of hazardous wastes

they generated. Reasons for disposing and storing of hazardous wastes in .the manner they did

were also. established and the different types of hazardous wastes affecting 'water quality were

documented to determine potentialhealth risks.

Self administered questionnaires, personal interviews; observation and focused group discussions

were used to obtain information on the different. hazardous waste management practices. The

·gathere<;!information was coded and edited in ~SPSS and analyzed using histograms and pie

charts. Findings indicated that the major generatorsofhazardous wastes were.hospital attendants.

cat mechanics and shopkeepers. Hospital attendants and car mechanics preferred to store it. in

metallic and plastic containers because they were durable, while shopkeepers used polythene

'bags asthey were cheap, Residents disposed offhazardous wastes by pouring it In landfills and

open air burning.
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CHAPTER ONE

1..0. INTRQOUCTION

1.1 Background-of th¢ Study

1.1.i Global perceptive ofhazardous waste. management

Hazardous wastes ate produced by all countries irrespective of their .state of development

(Jasmine, 1991). Examples of such wastes include oil from transporiatien, redundant pesticides.

hospital wastes) chemical wastes etc. As industrial development proceeds, the quantity o.f

hazardous wastes increases from such industries 'as metals •.triil1i\'g and processing, pharmaceuticals

(Iasm ine, 1991). These hazardous wastes. pose a .danger to human health and to the environment to.
general. At present bulk ofthese wastes are :produced in 'developed countries. Some developed

countries.export these wastes t other developed countries as well as to developing countries for the

purpose of re-use and recyucling or disposal (Jasmine, 1991) The international conference at

Basel .and several others have more than adequately highlighted the urgent need to effectively

manage hazardous wastes all over the work! (Basel 'Convention, 1989»). The economic, dimension

mid environmental implications. of the international management and movement of hazardous. ,

wastes have become the focus of concern for both the industrialised and developing countries

(Basel C0l1ve1)tiqn,J989) That is the reason why the (Basel Convention, f98'9) seeks-to I·imit and

control such export. The Convention has identified eertin hazardous wastes in an annezure (Basel

Convention. J 989). Wastes that are not coveted under these annexures but are considered to be

hazardous .by the domestic legislation of a paity which exports, imports, 01' which is a. transit

country, are ·a150considered hazardous. wastes (United Nations Environment Programme.' f98.9).
The radio active wastes and wastes from ships arc excluded from the seope of this convention,

the implementation of this convention will require .thar the developing countries which are the

main victims of Indiscriminate export .of hazardous wastes develop strategies J(i manage the

.situation arising out of such exports (Basel Convention. 1989), It is a fan the)l many

. 'developing countries do' not .have the facllities to deaf with generation of hazardous wastes in their

countries. They have 110. facilireseven to .identify and analyse the impacts of the wastes (hat ant or

1
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I am Tusjime Catherine, a student of Busirema University carrying oui .a.study on hazardous

waste management iii your community. The-study will helpin improvingthe environmerrrand
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