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ABSTRACT

·Local chickens were found in villages of Arapai Sub County .put clear information was

lacking ·regar.qfug their' socio-economic importance and production management in the area,

Therefore, in this study a total of too households rearing localchickens in' Arapai Sub

County were surveyed to get base line information on characteristics of households involved

in local chicken production and utilization; feeding? 'breeding. practices, extension service

delivery, disease and health management, and housing .management of village chicken in
addition. to factors affecting local chicken production. The results revealed that free range or

scavenging system is the dominant production system (85%) with only 13% housing local

chicken's separately. 94% of-the fanners offer supplements to their chickens. However.most

of them 76% offer feed on bare ground and Such feeds offered' included local feeds 64% and

a combination of 10~ &. commercial feeds (31%) while 5%, said they use commercial 'feeds.

The study revealed that 98% of looal chicken .owners hi the study area experience chicken

diseases in their. locality. Dilly 47% ,of the farmers 39CeSS extension services; the .rest do not

have,:with 88% having 'contact once in a; month and only..6% having contact twice a month.

They said the main extension service provider is NAADS C?O.Q%) followed by students on

outreach program from Busitema University (31 %) and lastly NGOs (l9.0%). The farmers

also reported that-disease (35%)~d parasites (27.%) as the major constraints tolocalchicken

production, The productivity of scavenging birds in Arapai Sub County canbe enhanced by

relatively simple changes in management techniques 'that promote improvement in

productivity and reduce mortality. Simple house construction especially designed for chicks

using locally available materials cart easily save. Disease prevention mechanisms and

designing appropriate vaccination programs will undoubtedly reduce mortality. Little

technical support on farmers' 'experience or knowledge of supplementary feeding and
watering 'could improve productivity of chickenstoo.
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CHARPTE~ ONE

INTRODuctION

1.l.Back.ground

The poultry sector in Uganda comprises a number of di.fferent types of birds including

chicken.jurkeys, ducks, geese, ostriches and pigeons e , Chicken are-however the.type With the'

most important economic significance and impact for household livelihoods, (MAAIF- &

UBOS, 2009).

In rural communities, free range chickens contribute significantly to: the livelihoods of

farmers (Kirunda et 1;11:,2003). However, ruralpoultry does not rate highly in the mainstream

national economies because of the lack of measurable indicators of its .eontribution to

macroeconomic indices as Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Economic evaluation ofllvestock

at household ~Q national levels is complicated by the multiple ..functions of livestock in the

econotny. Moreover. estimating the value of rural poultry is even more difficult than·for other

livestock because of the lack ofreliable data. (Kitalyi, 1998). Indeed, (Ssewanyana et al.,
2003b) remarked that scientific reports or investigations on local poultry in Uganda are

scarce. The high illiteracy rate arnonglocalpoultry keepers complicates record keeping that.

.would have. served to evaluate the sector.

The poultry industry in Uganda is composed of ~3,5 million birds (MAAIF, 2.0(8) arid
composed or 3.7 million (15.8.%) exotic/crossbred chicken and 19.8 million (84:2%) local

ones: and estimatedto consist mainly of chicken. comprising of 10 'million' birds. Over 9.0% of

Ugandan chickens are indigenous stock reared under the Backyard system ( (Kirunda et al.,

aonj, producing an average of 50 eggs per hen per year. The eggs are .either for hatching

chicks or used as table eggs.

IIi Ugandan, Livestock production, as one component of agriculture, contributes 17% .of

AGDP, representlngabout svs of total GDP (Byarngaba, 2007, Busuulwa. 2009). The pOultry

industry in the country 'is currently composed of almost 40 million birds (UBOS 2010),

majority (87.7%). 'Of which, are-indigenous chickens. The. Eastern Region has tlr~ highest

share of-nearly 7.4 million birds (:373%). (National livestock r~poI1?.2008), ·mdica~ed that

Poultry .had the largest population constituting 54% of the livestock population (286,230)

< meaning that .almost every household keeps poultry.
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