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ABSTRACT

This study was carried out in Arapai Sub County to analyze the gender rtoles in pouliry
pioduction with emphasis on pattern of access to extension services, gender division of labor and
level of involvement in decision-making. Ninety nine (99) respondents were selected for the
stucly through multi-stage random sampling techniquie. The study -showed that men had more
access to extension services requiring technical _qspECts like. training in health management
(31:3%3, construction of the poullry house (47.5%), training on marketing (38.4%) and advice
on source of inputs (32.3%). There was gender division of labor in poultry production, however,
activities involving. technical aspects and of economic valve were done by men, like;
constriction of the poultry house (44.4%), actual matketing of poultry and poultry
products(44.5%). purchase of inputs (49.5%) and administration of drugs (37.4%). Decision on
salc of pouitry and its products were mainly made by men _'(_44.4%)_ while use of earnings from
poultry was decided by the whole family (43.4%). This study concluded that beth women and
men play a Key role in poultry production. However, women are limited in decision making
hence its recommended that Suppott systems for women farmers within holistic gender sensitive

extension [ramework be put in place to enhance women’s capacity in poultry production.



CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Backgrowid i
The world poultry population is estimated to be 16.2 million and approximately 71.6% in
developing countries (Gueye,2005). Tn East Africa, over 80% of the population lives in rural
areas, and over 75% of these households keep indigenous chicken (Kitalyi, 1998). Poultry is-one
of ihe subsidiaries for economic and social component 1 in ggricul_'t_urc sector as well as
representing an important system to -feed the fast growing human population. of developing.
countries and providing income te poor small scale farmers, especially women. Among. the
future prospects foy these countries; poulitry farming__ holds a prominent place in development
plans but the role of shiall-scale, family-based poultry production in developing countries is not
highly considered (Dadheech, 2014). Despite increases in agricultural production over the past
two decades, gender inequality have not diminished significantly in many developing countries
The. situation to siuch poar achievements is that gender inequality and cultural issues have been
inadequately addressed in most research as noted by (Hawkes et al., 2012). Jiggins et al., (1997)
argued that women play pivotal role in foed security because of their strategic position in the
houselald and produstive work they do outside their households. Despite their considerable
involvements and contributions in livestock production, women’s roles have been
underéstimated (IFAD, 2007). This limits national economic' growth as noted by (world bank,
2001}, Since women own most of the chicken ('63%;): it is on this note that gender-gaps should be
appropuiately addressed since it has a iegative impact on livestock productivity and econemic

grow (Adinya et al., 2013).

1.2 Problem statement _

Amanda el al., (2006) noted that without addressing gender inequality in control of resources,
Uganda’s cconomic growth would remain subdued, yet FAO (2010) noted that quﬂé3'11 access to
productive resources triggers national productivity by 20%. Despite the above facts, there is
seanty information on the gender roles in pouliry production among vural farmers. This is
because the subject hiag not been sufficiently siudied and yet most tural aréas like Arapai sub.
county ar¢ actively involved in poultry production with over 69 % of the household rearing

pauliey (National Population and Housing Census 2014)
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