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ABSTRACT
This study was undertaken in Nyeto Sub. County, Kumi district from March to-April 2015 with
the aim of assessing the factors limiting sheep and goat production among small holdér farmers.
The parameters surveyed included sex, age, marital status and level of education, -experience.
Others were goat and sheep breeds kept, management practices used and the limiting factors and
the farmer’s mitigation measures. Data was collected from 100 smallholder farmers by the use of
structured questionnaires. The study found out that 54% of the farmers were males and 46%
females. 6% of the farmers were aged < 18 years, 18-34 year were 24% and 70% > 35 years,
among these, 10% were illiterate, and a majority (64%) only attained primary education. Most of
the respondents were married (75%). The most common breeds of goats and sheep kept was the
Small East African for the goats (86%) and Maasai breed for sheep (70%). Livestock farmers
(26%) practiced various management systems with a majority (94%) tethering their animals and
a few (4%) and (2%) practiced tethering and mixed (tethering and free-range) farming
respectively and none (0%) practiced paddocking. Among the constraints identified were: lack of
technologies (37%), lack of extension services (25%), lack of clean and safe water (9%),
diseases and parasites. (5 %), theft (3%) and labour shortage (.5%_)_. Among ‘diseases as a
constraint: ticks and tick borne diséases constituted the biggest bottleneck, followed by diarrhea
(33%), loss of body condition {13%), abortion {10%) and the least being pink eye (2%). The
majority of the respondents (80%) reported that they receive extension services, and (20%) had
never received extension services. Thete was inadequate extension provision as half (50%) was
provided by unqualified technical staff of the animal health service delivery and only (15%), by
qualified veterinary officers and (35%) from the animal husbandry officers. However, the results
indicated that their is need to develop the sheep and goats production sub-sector by putting. in
place appropriate government policies to encourage the participation of youths and women and
promote commercialization so that the farmers can increase their present holdings for improved

livelihoods.



CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION.

1.1 Back ground

Sheep and goats are integral part of livestock keeping in Sub-Saharan Africa mainly reared for
‘cash , milk, meat, wool, manure, and saving or risk distributEOH(KO'sgey, 2004). They have
various social and cultural functions that vary among different cultures, socio-economies, agro-
ecologies, and locations. in tropical and sub Africa (Mahul, Belete, & Goodland, 2009). In
Ethiopia goat production accounts for 16.8% of total meat supply (Ameha, 2008) and 16.7% of
milk consumed int the country (Tsedeke, 2007). In Ethiopia sheep and goats are raised by
smallholder farmers as-a major source of meat and immediate cash income. The recently released
poverty map by ILRI, 2006 indicate that livestock types are key indicators where families sit on
the poverty scale; sheep and goats being considered poor-man’s species. National estimates of
Tivestock number for 2005 indicate that Ethiopia has 23.2 million sheep and 22.8 million goats
Livestock production in Uganda is said to contribute 5.25% of the GDP and 17% agricultural
GDP respectively (MAAIF and MFPED,.2001).Sheep and goats provide about 12% of the value
of livestock products consumed and 48% of the cash income generated at farm level, 46% of the
value of national meat production, 25% of the domestic meat consumption with production
surphus, 58% of the value of hide and skin praduction, 40% of fresh skins and hides production
and 92% of the value of semi-processed.skins and hides (Aléma’y'ehu & lan, 1993a). It is an
integral part of the agricultural system of many parts of the country. Mixed farming small
holders and pastoralists own over 90% of the cattle herd and 100% of the sheep and goats,
Meanwhile the export market for live goats.and sheep in the oil rich Middle East Arab countries
is estimated at one million small ruminants per anmuin (Allan, 2002), which provides potential
market for goats. Teso farming system, covers the districts of Kumi, Soroti, Kaberamaido,
Bukedea, and Katakwi, livestock production inclusive of small ruminants, constitutes a
component of the agricultural economy(Oluka, Owoyesigire, Esenu, & Sssewannyana, 2005),
Despite livestock potential in the area, productivity of sheep and goats has remained quite low
présumably due to factors as: lack of technologies, lack of extension support, feed scarcity, lack

of clean and safe water, drought, diseases and parasites, thieves and others. These have hindered
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