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ABS'J'RACT

The study was carried out to assess, the gender participation in. village chicken production. The
survey focused on social characteristics of households rearing village chicken, determination of

the,' level ofwomen's involvemertHn daily management of.village chicken-flocks and level of

womens involvement in' decision-making over use of resources and marketing.of'village chicken

products.

Random sampling technique was employed in administering standard questionnaires to 100

households randomly selected to the study.

Regarding ownership of village chicken, the, study' showed that women owned majority of the,

flocks 68%. Women had thehighestresponsibiiity in activities Iikejfeedingand watering 54%,

letting the chicken out in the morning and in to the house in the evening 6(;%, cleaning of

chicken houses, collection of eggsj record keeping, monitoring; of hens during incubation, taking

care of the chicks, The men participated in construction of chicken houses 65%, health

management 49%, security of the birds arid ensurin~ that there is breeding 'cock. The level. of

women's involvement in decision making over use' of resources and Marketing of chicken

products showed women were key decision makers 45% in marketing of chicken and eg~s,

consumption of chicken -and eggs 52% but never had full control over the use of earnings

generated .from the sale of chicken and ,eggs., this was the same case to girls and boys.

'the findings of this study Indicated that women performed, more activities during the daily

managementof village chicken flocks as compared-to men. boys. and ,girls. Women have limited

access and control over the use of resources like finances generated from the sale of chicken 'and,

chicken products. The study recommended that 'all barriers against women -should be discouraged

when it comes to the area of village chicken production.
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INTRODUCTION

LtBaekground'

The world poultry population 'has been estimated to be about 16.2 billion, with 71.6 % in

developing 'countries, producing 67, 718,5.44 metric tons .of chicken meat and 57;861~747 metric

tons of hen eggs (Gueye, 20'05). Estimate-on livestock inAfrica shows that poultry population is

the highest (Sonaiya et. (1/., 1998). In East Africa over 80% of human popuiation live in

rural areas and over 75% of these households keep indigenous chicken .and Uganda is

not exception to this situation (Kitalyi, 19~.8).

The poultry industry in Uganda is composed of 21.8 million birds (MAAIF, 1998) and estimated

to consist mainly of chicken comprising of .10million birds, Over 90% of Ugandan chicken are
indigenous stock.reared under the Backyard system (Olaboro, 19$10),producing an average .of 50

~ggs pet hen pet year. Village poultry production plays a significant role in income generation
and poverty alleviation in a condition where many people are .landless or have no formal 'skins. to.

participate in income earning activities (Aklilu et al-,, 2008).

In a number of African countries, approximately 80% of' the chicken flocks are owned and

largely controlled and managed. by rural WOmen {Gueye, 1998). According to (Gueye, 2003).,the

management of rural chicken in Africa is: a family affair. Construction of chicken house and

major decisions on sale of chicken and eggs and. consumption of chicken products is underthe

'control of men, while looking after chicken, controlling and utilizing the earnings from the sale

-of eggs and chicken belongs-to women.

Similarly, (Tadelle &. Ogle, 2001) indicated that in Ethiopia, management or chicken is fully in

the domain of women, while decision on control and access. to resources varies. 'considerably.

(Kitalyi& Andre, 1998) also reponed that there is gender plurality in decision-making in village

chicken production in the Gambia. Generally speaking, societies view men and women

differently (Wombeogo, 2001).
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