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ABSTRACT

This study was carried out in Kakirl sub-county, Wakiso district. It was aimed at investigating
the contribution of bananas to household income in Kakiri Sub-county, Wakiso district. The
specific .objectives were; to determine the major three food crops-grown alongside bananas in
Kalkiri Sub-county, to estimate the costs incurred in banana enterprise and other three major food
crops in Kakiri Siib-cotnty, to determiile profits obtained from bananas and other three major
food crops in Kakiri Sub-county and to recommend the best crop among the. four major food

-Crops in maximizing. household iricome in Kakiri Sub-courty.

Data was collected. from a total of 50 respondents using a questionnaire as data collection tool,
Interview -and observation methods were also used in data collection, Data analysis was done
‘using computer programmes and these were Microsoft Excel, SPSS and Microsoft Word for
writing the research report.

Although banana produetion is tremendously decreasing and food crops like maize and cassava
were increasing in terms of production, it proved to be the best food crop in maximizing
household income through high profit provision in the study area.

Banana growing in Kakiii sub-county had benefits such as food provision, income. generation,
source of employment, providing raw materials for industrial use and prestige. The challenges.
which were faced in banana gfowing were; pests and diseases, iriadequate land, soil exhaustion,
poor varieties of planting materials and weather changes such as prolonged drought.

Conclusions were made from the study that 66% of the respondents depended on agriculture,
most farmers were reluctant in applying fertilizers.and pesticides, and majority of the employees
were not permanent and were working for a wage. Recommendations were made that the
government should put more emphasis on agriculture; banana growers in the aréa should acquire
private mailo land titles and sensitizing farmers on the use of fertilizers, pesticides, improved
banana varieties and control measures of Banana Bacterial Wilt (BBW) in order to increase

banana output in the study area.
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1. CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background to Banana Cultivation

Banana has been an important crop for many years to peasants in Uganda, It is cultivated as a
staple food to the Baganda tribe in the Central. Region. It is regarded as a cash crop in other
regions of the country whose ecological conditions suits its growth and cultivation. It has been
sustained by cultural, social and economic values attached to the crop.

Banana growing in Uganda has got various benefits which have sustained its cultivation over the
‘years and these are: Income generation, provision of food, utilization of land resource, collection
of revenue, provide building materials such as fibers, creates employment opportunities to the
natives:involved, and provide raw materials juice and breweries industries.

In the Central Region where Kakiri sub-county is inclusive, banana cultivation is ene enterprise
wliich could solely be used to achieve the desired level of a middle income population.

However, the current status for banana growing. in this sub-county is tremendously decteasing
due to anticipated challenges such as; increased banana pests and diseases, prolonged drought,
inadequate improved varieties, increasing human population, land shortage, prolonged drought
among others which has led to low banana yield, low income of farmers-and low banana supply.
Bananas plays a role in maintaining food supply, as it is a staple food and income generating
crop in Kakifi sub-county- but their output is decréasing creating a gap in food supply (WDC,
2009

1.2 Problem Statement

Banana production is: reducing and yet output by other food erops is inereasing. Banana is the
staple food and it plays a'key role in maintaining food supply as well as maXimizinghous’ehOld
income in the study area. Therefore to be in position t6 maximize its productivity, there is need
to establish the profitability levels for banana and other major food crops grown: in the sub-

county.

1.3 Objectives of the:study
General Objeetive:

To assess the contribution of bananas to household income in Kakiri sub-county, Wakiso district
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