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ABSTRACT
The topic of study was the effects of wetland degradation on ‘the community livelihoods to the people of
Uganda using Buseta Sub County 2s its case study. The major objective of the study was to find- out the

effects of wetland degradation on the livélihoods: of communities using Limoto wetland in Buseta

The study was cross sectional where by both qualitative and quantitative approaches were used to collect data.
To efﬁc’ientl_y conduct the study, the data was collected from a sample of 60 respondents in Buseta Sub

County. A stratified random sampling mettiod was used.

The data coilected was both primary and secondary data that was collected through conducting interviews and
using self administered questionnaires by respondents. The data was analyzed using Excel and SPSS (version
20) which facilitated the formation of frequency tables.

The research findings also show that 60%-of thé community’s livelihoods are reduced through reduced
agricultural output due to flooding. The findings show that 53.3% of the respondents agreed that-decline in
erop-output has been due to wetland degradation in the area hence affecting negatively the community’s
livelihood. The _'-ﬁnding also show that due to water pollution most fish species no longer exist in the in the
wetland shown by 52%of the respondents, The findings show there is increased flooding in the area are dueto
loss of wetland vegetation shown by 67% of the respondents who agreed with the statement.

Majority of the people have been affected by the flooding, change in the farming production pattem;, water
pollution, and loss in the wetland vegetation all these have affected the communities’ livelthoods which are all

as a result of wetland degradation in Limoto wetland in Buseta Sub County.

The government should establish policies on the wetland goveming the wetland in order to reduce on the
human encroachment on the wetland this will help to reduce on the effects flooding so as to protect
communities a against the flood effects. They should sensitize the local communities about. importance of
wetland so as to- reduce on encroachment on the wetlands hence protecting wetland vegetations there by

reducing the effects resulting from loss of wetland vegetation.

Xi



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

This é.ha_p_te'r contains background io the study, problem statement, objectives of the study, research questions,
conceptual frame work; justification of the study, scope of the study, limrtation of the study, operational
definition of the key terms and organization of the study,

1.2 Background of the study

The Ramsar Convention (1971) defines wetlands as “areas of marsh, fen, peat land or water whether natural
orartificial, permanent or seasonal with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including area.
of marine waters the depth of which at low tide does not exceed 6 meters”.

The National Environment Act, Cap 153, defines wetlands as“areas which dre permanently or seasonally
flooded and where plants and .an_imals have become adapted. In general, a wetland can be defined as shallow
water body with teeming life of éompléx' fiuna and flora”

Wetland environments are any flooded or water-soaked area with a covering of water planis. A wetland 1s
classified by the plant species that live in it. The types of plants grow depend on how fast the water in the
wetland flows. Some wetlands are like a swiftly flowing river, while others are like a thick sponge.

World’s wetlarids are under constant threats due to human activities. Indirect threats are due o direct:
threat global warmirig and climate change while direct threats include converston of wetland environment to
agriculture, horticulture, plantation forest, residential or industrial development, roads and other infrastructure.
development. Wetlands are also one of the most threatened habitats because of their vulnerability and
attractiveness for development (Hollis et al, 1988).

The world’s major wetlands are located in southérn Africa, North America, central South America, and Asia.
The largest wetlands in the world are the bogs of the Siberian lowlands in Russia. They cover 600,000
kilometers squared. That is to say three times the size of Great Britain. All the world’s wetlands; even the
large Siberian bogs, are endangered environments.

Wetlands are found in nearly every region of the world. Types of wetlands mclude swamps, bogs, marshes,
estuaries, and fens. In different areas, they may have different local names. For example, bogs are located in

colder, temperate climates. Bogs are also found in Finland, northern Germany, Scotland, Denmark, Estonia,
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