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A)lSTRACT
Hl.lm'lns living in and around wetlands depend a lot on their resources such (.'IS ecosystem .services, crop

0' ,','. ': 0 ',,' l)f()ch.lCti,cmand o~h.~r iI194'~ct services derived values, t(ir their livelihood. theri;!, is need to understand and, '
, " .' ';1.p!,~reC;ale,ttHYVai~eQi~~h~~diesource~received :by th~ people who iive,~ear::~~~:around wetlands, '

.' ',.'" " . ,

This study was conducted in Akoretwetland, Asinge wetland and OgiJ;oi wetland of KWtlpaSub County

Torero d i:strid.

'The 5tu,dr focused -on the determinatlon of tbe value -of key wetland resources .in the "jden~jfiCd stQ9Y sites

memioncd above lbr the benefit of the peopleliving near' these wetlands and the sub county at large.

The research was .basically carried out to' ~e'nerate datathat may he used to conserve-and protectwetlands

f'0f the. good of the 'present arid future generations.

\Jsing semi-structured questionnaire ,alld tleld data' 'sheets, community interviews coupled with fieid

observati ens were "(he keymethods used to collect data.

The resulis indicated tha; wetland resources delivered in and around kwapa Sub, County wetlands had abig
:.'

;: impactonthe livelihood otpeople;sweU-be,jng suchas food and ecosystem.services,
'~)'~i""':,:',',', :' ,,' ". .. ,," ',' . . .' . . ".t.., . . ,". \ . . ','. ", ',',:' . ~···::·T<:'··:~:::',:.,:' '. . .
~, It is t~!:i.m::f()jl,'!'rec.onu::rI~I1qMJha,t policy makers considered the wetland resources-for the benefitof all people

r- ' in the community; thi\)~gii'~Unagen}.cilt, newpolicies, and conservation strategies.to help 'tor regulating the

,).' , use of ih~6e resources, Weiland management intervention» are often designed to enhance, provision of
, ,

djJl:C;r~:iltwetland services or at'lributc:-:;,.Thus, a number, of possible management options can existdepending

on the targeted wetland auributefs) and the levels of improvements of such attributes, The best management
, -

option is rhat. Which achieves both wetland conservation and improved livelihood for 'the local people.

Achieving the best wetland management option obviously requires a strong legal and institutional support.
Apa'11 from that, quantitative information en. the values that residents attach to different attributes and to

possible, alternative management options is also critical. Information on the values .and residents' preferences

f0f the different.wetland management attributes and m'anagement options is-still largely missingin Ugfmda.
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conceptual frame work, operational definitions and the organization of the study.
'.:-::.::-.'.:'. ":":_"\V.bH~n:d.('~i:e·p~:tic~i~f.i;·:J~portai:itin Africa Where many c~untries.arf(1=ac.ed wltkser'ious ·\vater'.····:··· ".'

.shQliages. In such c~~~ei.ts, wetlands .are an importi.ti1t:s~~i·ceof Viia~{and nutrients necessary

for biological productivity and often sheer survival of the people, In many cases, Wetlands are .
. tbe exclusi yr:,source' of natural resources upon which rural economies depend (SchuUt, 2002) .:

CHAr1~ER ONE: GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1/{. Introduction.

The growing wetland degradation in rural communities has raised greater c<;mCe111.: Rural

. communities are victims 'in this unending drama of wetland resources reclaim. nation f~r

agricultural. activities, .which. have recently led to problems like floods, loss of biodiversity,

wetland resource depletion. and global warming.
This chapter includes the background of the study, the problem statement; research. objectives,

research questions, significance of the study, justiffcation ofthe study, scope of the study,

. 1..1.. J3.ac.kgrblmd to flli~study.
. .

Wetland resources valuatio» has become a catchword worldwide today th~. ever before. The.

seriousconcern for wetland .rescurces valuation has been caused by serious wetland degradation.

1'ho global euvironmental awareness campaign for protection and conservation of wetlands has
, . .

been .rnanifested by.: international concern expected in such international forums as Ramser

conventions and other environmental organizations Addressing envitonmental Concerns like

. linions for.conservation .of wetland resources Iocally.nationally, regionally and globally,

Wetland resources are some ofthe mostimportant.biologically diverse areas in the world and

:: provide-essential' 'li~§!.1a~:'fOI'many species; such as fish, water birds; ~'phibi~ms -and wetland- .

dependent mamm.~.Is··:;su:c;;lt: as hippopotamus; manatees and river dolphins are among those

examples of biodiversity coY~red by. the. global Ramsar Convention network or "Wetlands of
International Importance", which comprises over..2,OOOsites covering-over 1.9 million.km.

Sr;v·j,onment Management Authority, (2000) .~ustHinil,ble·lltilizatiQnand management ofwetlands .

i'I1Ugah(h is inadequate.
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