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ABSTRACT

Fumns living ‘md around wotlands depcnd a lot on le resources such as ecosystem sefvices, crop

- production and elaer indirect

appeec atethe value of Wtﬂdﬂd IL‘)L.UI{:(:b cocived bw the peopie who live near’ zmd ai ound wetlands.

This sludy was ctmduCt(:d i_n fﬁ«:o‘rei.W'e’dand, A‘,sirlge- wetland and Ogiroi w'etiand of' KwapaSub County

Tarore districl,
The study focused on the determination of the value of key wetland resources in the identiffed study sites
mentioned above for the benefit of the people living near these wetlands and (he sub county at large.

The tesearch was basically carried out to generate data ihat may be used to conserve and protect wetlands
for the good of the present ard future generations.

Using serii-struciured. questionpaire and field data sheets, commusity interviews coupled with field

pbservations were the key methods uded o collect data.

The results indicated that wetland resources delivered in and around kwapa Sub County wetlands had abig

impact on ilie Hivelihood of peaple’swell-being such-as food z‘md ec‘osysterh -_se__r-_vice's,

s tareire rcccm*mcﬂdc .

Cin the community, u\mughmanauemcnl, newpohue«; and conservalion btmteﬂ;es to help for- reuuldung the

use of these resources, Welland management mferventions are often designed to thanuc.pmvmon 0!‘

different weotland g2 m\.cs ar atiributes, Thus, a numbcr of possible management options can exist: depending,

on the tavgeted wetland atiribute(s) sud the levels. of improvements of such attributes. The best management

option is that which achieves bolh wetland conservation and improved livelihood for the Tocal people.
Achieving the best wetland management option obvionsly requires a strong legal and institutional supporl.
Apart from fhat, quantitative information on the values that residents aftach to different aftributes and to
nossible sliernative managenient oplions is alse critical. Information on the values and residents’ preferences

for the ditferent wetland management attributes and management options is stifl fargely missing in Uganda.

oy words: Ecosystem ser.vi’ces,i cmmm;c valuafion; wetlands, wetiand manageinent.

Rii

su:ucu duw il 'ulucs for their hvehhood lhere :s need to understand. and :

"iiat policy Iﬂai\crs cmmdewd fhe wetland rcsnur{_us-for lh(? benefit of all people:
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CHAPTER ONE: GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.4 Introduction.

The growing wetland degradation in vural communities has raised greater concern. Rural

‘comuunilies are victims in this unending drama of wetland resources reclaim npation for

agricaltural activities, which have recently led to probiems like floods, loss of biodiversity,
weﬁand resowrce depletion ancl global warming,

This chapier mclude_s. the backgroand of the _s_tudy? the problern statement, research bbj_ectives_,
research questions, significance of the study, justification of the study, scope of the study,

sonceptual frame work, oper ational definitions and the organization of thc study.

“ Wetlands ars nm hc":_lari}! m}pOrtant in Africa where many countries are Iaced with serious water.

shoriages, In stch ::ontexiq v.etlapds are an important source of water and numents neCessary

for biological prodwtwuy and often sheer survival of the people. In many cases, wetlands are.

the exclugive soures of natural resowrces upon which rural economies depend (Schuijt, 2002).

1.1 Backgronad to the siudy.

Wetland resources valuation has beconie a catchword worldwide today than ever before. The
serious concern for wetland tesources va'iua{_ion has been caused by serious wetland degradation.

The glo bal environmental awareness ca ampaign for pretection and conservation of wetlands has

been manifested by international concem expected in such international forums as Ramsar

conventions and eother environmental organizations addressing environmental concerns like;

“unions for conservation of wetlind resources locally,nationally, regionally and globaily,

- Wetland resowrces are some of the most important biologically diverse areas in the world and

© provide essential hﬂbﬁdTS *01 mdany species, such as figh, water birds; amt)hlbians and wetland- -

deaz**zdr‘m mammals such as hippopotamns, manatees and river do}phms ave among those

Qﬁiai’l‘}\[}i{‘:t} of b}ochversrty covered by. the global Ramsar Convention network of “Wetlands of

v

International Importance”, which comprises over: 2,000 sites covering over 1,9 million kim.

Bryivonment Managerient Authority, ,\7000) sus‘z.vnabie ufilization and manapement of wetlands.

it Ugands {s inadequate.
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