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" I

AaSTRACT

\

[< arnuli district IS one of the Eastern districts' of Uganda found in the Busoga region. It is well

blessed with a wide range of Wetlands. One of the wetlands includes Nalwckomba \V~1tli1nd ill'

~<i:lnuisag'~li Sub County which bas 'been highly exploited by natives. The study examined Ihe

cuuses of degradation of Nalwekomba Wetlarid hi Namasagali Sub County" Kamull r>strict lind

associated impacts, The methods of data .collection used were questionnaires rim: field pbscrvmion~.

The data was collected from 76' respondents who operate from the wetland ;IS', well us. ehose

neighboring it Ihat benefits them indirectly.

The data was entered in Excel andexported into SPSS werethe analysis Was done.

I tound OHt that most people.living in Namasagali Sub comity derive their livelihood l)il fanli'ing!

.irid for Nalweklrornba -cultivation ofrice and, sugarcane which is the most exploiting activity in lhj;.'

wetland. This emanates from shortage of land in the areadue to over population. The secmiiigly

(\,Ttile' soils ill the wetland have attracted residents ro farm there. Another roo; cause lor the

intensive activities inthe wetland has been thechanging climate that have.affccied the upland areas

.speciallyduring prolonged drought that drives the natives to areas with reliable. source or water.

The increased degrading activities in the, wetland has impacted Oil the wetland thn'li~h increased

rloods due to. high vegetation cover loss, extinction of species for examp le will! animals,

deforestation where most tree cover has been lost, Finally most respondents think t his is

conttibuting methane emissions tltatcause .global warming.

\;cilerally", the wetland has been highly degraded which calls for immediate r~n>,x:i(ll {)!:;;"il'i hy ihc

concerned srakeholdei ..s like NEMA, Ministry of Water and Enviroument and (he disuict and :-llb

connty-environmental committees anddepartments,

; .iherefore recommend that the Government through its concerned srakeholders 5.1'P,1 i,'1 :':~)S\lr('

sensitization of local community people about the wise use and pro leCli 011 o I the \\ clio nd tOT

sustainab le development.

There should be also provision 0.[ alternative sites for those operating in (he wetland through

.niuatives like provision of upland rice toshi n people from cultivating the wetland tJ),el\',hy reduci ng

;'ll. the level of wetland encroachment.

:xi
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" .

I, CHAPTER ONE:. '"

1.0 'Introduction

111 this chapter, brief notes are-presented on the background of the wetlands worldwide, !.lIe problem

:;'\atement a.pd objectives ofthe.study, research questions, significance arid justi ficauon oj the st lldy.

[,1 Rack Gi'OllIHI to the Study

Wetlands are the. link between land and water, and are some ofthemost PI\\(,III.":live eCt'\),stcms ill

,:,!IC world. Being the 'most productive eco systems, their wellbeing calls Ior i! lot d' ilfli,:n.l;i}1)

",'orld wide.

i\ U over the world, wetlands have been destroyed for .substituie .usage, T11(:,hh\ot:.y ()' we: ;~\l1d5

\\ orldwide is ci 'stQry of exploitatiun and destruction because swamps 'W(T~ once seen ;t~ "\\',):'ik

!7;nds,' 'ttlleClwith diseases and prohibited travel and made agricultural actiyit:; .Ii fficult.

\frk",";:; wetland ecosystems areestimated to cover more than !31 'million.hectures l:l(!i~·n.'il;;: tTilical

:;),the long-rcrm health! 'safety and, welfare of many African communities.

D,espi,ie lh¢.ir imporrartce and possessing oia 'lor ofbio .diversity, wetlands aLii:I;-eing ,d.')l :\1 \:',i \:(.:ry
~

,1~:lst through human activities, climatic changes, limited specific uationa: jJr-iw,y (-.j' \vr5(iund

t:')iiS~rv{\li()n. influence from, different sectors and population .iucrease leading to Icduccrl si;u:, and

!'d'oduc;tivir,y otihese wetland systems,

:!(e.g;io,nally, Uganda covers a total land area' of about 241,50.0 square kilome.e 3. ~.,.' \' ;, , "j ,\ 1., ;, 15-

( 13"%) is wetland CNE,M,I\-:2000). 11'1"1"9"64,.the total-area of wetlands W3S' estinuucd <1(. .:i-2: " ~I) ~,qll'II\'
, . ,

,,:,IQ!,1:1cters: but by:l.99.0, it had dCCJ'eas0(Jto ,~(),.OOO

"',;r,-ll(i-r:dsTcpr~sen.toneof the vital.natural systems Uganda is endowed with, i:', dWI Ih< ;ll'il\ '\.'l~·(H1

ecological service portrayed in climate rirodification, water purification, for, exi.mp!e ~i)l.. ~-':;Ikivllb()

'.' orland in Kampala, waste' water treatment, flood C0111J"b.! and water storage )lHd cii;;;..r-ib"uiun in

"~.)f;Ce and time. they have direct uses such as acting <1S'a source of water ((!i: dC'-meSl1{: p lrpo-S0S_

;;\f\?-S,10CK watering, a source offish, medicinal plants 3."11danimals, lind various Od1C'f .na: ;'i~:ls

1
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