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ABSTRACT

The forest resources in the Eastern Afiica are disappearing fast due to deforestation and
the quality of the remaining forest is gradually degrading. In Uganda, forest resources are
being over exploited and some tree species are undergoing extinction. This study sought
to analyze whether there was effective implementation of the forest policies, laws, rules
and regulations to attain good governance in forestry in Busitema sub-county. Interviews
were conducted among the residents of the area to find out the extent of forestry policy
implementation and stakeholders participation in the management of the forest resource
in the sub-county. Here, data was collected using the questionnaires, documentary
reviews, and observation techniques. The study findings indicated that to a large extent
there was good forest govérnance in Busitema sub-county because community
Participation in Forest Resource Management projects was a concept much debated and
in international development planning and policy-making processes since it led to proper
governance of the resources. Thus, conservation and good management of the resources
led 10 effective forest governance in Busitema sub-county. There were still some areas
that require further research and analysis in order to improve and attain effective
governance in forestry. The govermment should ensure trans-national learning and
preparedness so that feasible understanding is improved in international networks and
processes about effective action for improved social justice in forestry. The areas of
future research include: need to adequately find out whether there is transparency and
accountability in management of the forest resource in the area; need to find out whether
there 1s sustainable use of forest resources in the area; and need {¢ find out whether

forestry policy implementation leads to better livelihood in the area.



1.1

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Tatreduction

This introduces governance across different levels; background of the study:
statement of the problem; objectives of the study; research questions; justification

statement; significance of the study; scope of the study; and organization of the study.

Govemance is the act of governing which relates to decisions that deline expectations,

grant power, or verify performance, It consisis of either a separate process or part of

decision making or leadership processes, (en.wikipedia org/wiky/Governance). Since

govemnance is the process of decision making and the process by which decisions are
implemented, an analysis of governance focuses on the formal and informal actors
involved in decision making and implementing the decisions made and the formal and
informal siructures that have beéen set in place to arrive at and implement the decision.
Governinent is one of the actor§ and the other actors include influential land terds,
associations of peasant farmers, cooperatives, NGOs, research instiiutes, religious

leaders, financial instituttions, political parties, the police, and learning institutions,

Good governance involves parlicipatory, consensus oriented, accountable,
franspareni, responsive, effective and efficient, equitable and inclusive and follows
the tute of law. It assures that corruption is mini'.m:ized? the views of minorities are
{aken into account and that the voices of the miost vulnerable in society are hard in
decision making. 1t is also responsive o the present and future needs of society,
(Bahati et al, 2007).

According to. Babar et al (on line. 25"/May/2013), poor governance of natural

resources (NR) in different paris of the world is resulting in communal disharmony,
social tension, and even armed conflict. Consequently, it causes extensive loss of fife,
damiage to property, and harm 1o the environment. In'many instances, mismanagement
and poor governance of NR are caused by non-participatory, centralized dnd

i
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