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ABSTRACT

In this paper, 1 discuss the effects of climate. variability on the agro pastoralists of Rupa Sub
County, Moroto district and the discussion basically looks at the trends in the economic activities
due to the effects of the ever changing climate conditions as this has significantly influenced the

livelilicods of the people in the region,

The methods of data collection used were: guestionnaires and field observations. The data was
then entéred into excel and exported to SPSS where analysis was done. The data was obtained
from a sample of 60 residents of Rupa sub county who were involved in several economic
activities which include mining of gold, limestone, marble, etc, animal raring, charcoal burning,
¢érop cultivation among other activities. I fourd out that most people living in Ratta Village
derive theit livelihood fiom majorly firewood collection and chagcoal burning, However, these
have led to environmental degradation as most of the forested areas have been encroached to

sustain livelihoods.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
1.1 Introduction

This chapter introduces the background, problem statement, objectives, and research questions of

the-study, significance of the study and scope of the study.

Extensive. pastoralism exists on all continents except Antarctica, mostly in the drylands or
hightarids, where. intensive crop cultivation is physically not possible (FAO 2001). Currently,
pastoralism oceurs in thore than 100 countries on about 25 % of Earth’s land area and supports
about 200 million households and herds of nearly 4 billion animals, including camels, cattle, and
smaller livestock that account for about 10 % of the world’s meat production (FAO 2001),
Pastoralism provides very important ecological services, such as primary production,
biodiversity conservation, and erosion control. However, the social, economic, and
environmental importance. of worldwide pastoralism has been overlooked in the modern era. It is
necessary to review the history, distribution, and importance of global pastoralism, especially in
the developing world. Here, we provide an overview of global pastoralism and its human-natural

systems(Dong, 2018)

1.2 Background of study

Pastoralism is a complex livelihood system sesking to maintain an optimal balance between
pastures, livestock and people in uncertain and variable environments. Despite the important role
pastoralism -plays- in suppotting local livelihoods, in contributing to national and regional
economies in some of the world*s poorest countries, and in providing diverse ecological services,
its capacity to. adapt to change is facing many challenges, including those posed by climate
change (Nori et al., 2008). The quality, quantity and spatial distribution of natural pastures are
mainly shaped by rainfall. Predicted changes in rainfall patterns areé bound to. result in
increasingly scarce, scattered and unpredictable pastures (Bai and Bent 2006} There are also
significant negative consequences including loss of livestock through heat stress or colder
seasons; increase in animal pests and diseases; loss of Jand to agricultural encroachment as the

rise in rainfall raises the productive potential of the dryland areas; an increase in frequency -of
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