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ABSTRACTS

This study was conducted inrandomly selected sub county of Labongoarnida, Kitgum. Matidi and

Omiya Anyirna in Kitgum district to analyze the constraints to rural bee keeping. The focus of the

studywas to assess challenges market end marketing system, the measures to diseases, pest and.

predators affecting. bee keeping, socio economic, cultural, management and other factors affecting

bee keeping -in the selected sub counties and 48 bee keepers were 'interviewed using the pretested

individual farmers' interview where by 16 farmers were purposively sample from. the selected sub

counties in the district.

'The data collected wasfed in the excel sheet' and analyzed using statiscal package. of social science

(SPSS version 16) to find the frequencies, percentage which was presented using tables.graphs,

.pictnres and pie cart. 'The study indicates that 75.% ofthe respondents were male, ·69% of the

-respondents market their products in the Ideal market and they experience some common

challenges like lack of fixed and recognized market for their products and price. fiuctuat1on,69% of

the respondents were not affected by' disease. incidence and: insects (ants and termites) were

contributing up to 74% of pest infestation in the sub counties and other pests were very rare.

Also 49% of predators were cattle and 31% was man, 54% of the respondents ·have some little

knowledge and experience on bee keeping, 5.2%have got some simple bee keeping equipment and

t()ois,90% of the respondents were not affected by. culture, 73% rarely inspect their hives, 54%

were affected by bush fire arid theft and there were no cases of pesticides poisoning. The common

measures were clearing ·of grasses: around the apiary, fencing, regular inspection and treatment. hi

conclusion.rthere was poormarket ana. marketing system, disease cases. was minimal and many

other challenges affecting bee keeping.

The research therefore recommends that fanners should join thebee keepinggroups for easy

marketing, adopt improve bee hives and good harvesting technique.attend training on bee keeping.

broaden their knowledge andexperienceinbeekeeping.



CHAPTER ONE
1.0 Inrroduetion

Bee keeping is an, applied science of rearing. honey bees for man' s economics benefits which are

commonly carried out in hives. High standard of bee keeping involves large number of colonies,

high level. of technology used In the. production ..deals in variety of bee product, park and export

to-other country (Curtis, 1982) mean while rural bee keeping in the-other hand. involves. low level

technology used; low level of product and other output, low or characteristic of the country side

rather than the town (Tabindaer al., 2013)"most tends toused local bee hives 'and most of-their'

products are consumed, locally at home and few marketed in local and urban market and honey is'

the major products and less concern in other products (9idney and Mekoreu, 2(08).

Most.people keep bees to coiIect honey, bee wax, to pollinate. crops though most farmers do not

recognized this 'importance much especially in Africa, produce bees for sales ,.piopolis and the

level of manufactured products del' ends on the standard of production: and mechanization 'of the

farm. Apiculture today is seen as a.very fast growing sector of.enterprises in the world (Guodaer

al., 2()03). Apiculture conveys many benefits to.the famers like providing job opportunities, cash,

income and food in. the rural areas and the most. growing importance is the increase in

.agricultural.production.of crops.

Bee keeping .is much more suitable for poor people compare to other enterprises as it cart. be

integrated with crop production arid requires Iittle capital to begin .and is environmentally. sound.

with ready markets. Uganda is among the countries In Africa where there is active: bee keeping

programs and Iively honey production where at least halve of the honey produce are 'consUllle

internally' and the surplus exported to other country. Though the sector is facing.somechallenges

like pest, predators and diseases, unrestricted use of pesticides which .kiljs the bees; poor

traditional hive and methods of harvesting-which kills the bees, and low marketdevelopmentand

price fluctuation of the products (Lepetuet al., 20Q l).

1

Honey which Is the major product of' apiculture is a nutritive food containing various kinds of

sugar, proteins ) free amino .acids, .minerals, trace elements, enzymes and vitamin with high

caloric values and the main sugars, fructose, glucose and dextrose ate absorbed directly 'in to the

blood. and provides rapid energy. Typical colony can produce up to 36.28kg -43kg of
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