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ABSTRACT
This study was conducted in Kamuda and Arapal Sub Counties Soroti district to find out the
constraints to bee keeping honey processing and marketing. The focus of the study was to
identify the type s ‘Qf bee-hives used, assess the socio-economiic, cultural, management and other
factors affecting quality of honey, establish the factors affecting good quality honey and asses
access to market and characterize market structures-done in Kamuda an‘d_; Arapai sub counties. A
Hundred (100) respondents were randomly selected and interviewed using a questionnaire which
was pretested before the commencement of data collection. The data collected was analyzed
using statistical package of social scientists (SPSS version 16) and Microsoft excel 2007 to. find

the frequencies and percentages which are. presented using tables, graphs and pie charts.

The study revealed that 71% of the respondents were martied and this provided the family
labor,15% kept bees for home consumption,23% for income generation and 62% kept the bees
for both home consumption and generation of income and the majority (50%) used traditional
bee hives made out of tree logs. The study reveals that majority of the farmers in the study aréa
(69%) have less than 10 bee hives on average which is less 15% of the recommended minimum
number (Moustafa, 2001). Most farmers (98%) had not recognized disease outbreak but majority
(74%) could recognize pests where Varoa mites and anis where most prevalent with 41% and
63% respectively. It was also noted that majority of the bee farmers (95%) don’t have harvesting

equipments such.as smoker, gears etc, which redizeed the q'ua_li"ty’ of ‘th‘e.hon_ey;

In conclusion therefore, the main constraints to honey prcdu'c-tib'n are; lack of experierice and
kilow_le'dge about the diseases, poor bee hives management, pests and diseases, lack of capital to
buy modern bee hives, lack of equipments for harvesting and processing honey, etc. From the
results, it can be recommended that; the farmers should establish a close linkages with the
various service providers who provide serviees such as .trajni_ng, _eq_uipm_e_nts such as smokers;
gears ete and market information and linkages. Beekeepers should also form associations and
organized irito cooperative societies at the. local,. and regional and national levels, This will
enable them to access services e.g. training and extension services and enhance collective

‘marketing through which they can negotiate for better prices




CHAPTER ONE
1.0 Background

Apiculture (bee-keeping) is the deliberate rearing of honey bees (Apis mellifera), honey
production and other products (dathine, 2006). Apicultute is one of the fastest growing sectors
worldwide. A number of countries have made strategic moves towards the development of this
industry. Recent developments show a shift from keeping bees as a hobby to one of a serious
Business enterprise (Dathine, 2006). Bee keeping is an applied science of rearing honey bees for
man’s economics benefits which aré commonly carried out in hives and it can be high
technology or small scale bee keeping whereby in high technology they ‘are known for large
number of colonies, high level of technology used in the production, deals in vatiety of bee

product, park and export to other couirtry (Hih_ni et al., 2004),

Uganda is among the countries in Africa where there is active bee:keep'in'g-programs and lively
honey production based on its favorable climate but has not been fully exploited whereby the
honey produced is just consumed internally and. the surplus exported 1o other countries
(Moustafa, 2004). Though the sector is facing some challenges like pest, predators and diseases,
unrestricted use of pesticides which kills the bees, poor traditional hive and methods of
harvesting which kills. the bees, and low maiket development and price fluctuation of the

products (Lepetu ef al., 2001).This is evidenced in Teso sub region and areas of west Nile

According to the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries annual report 2008
about 1.2 million beekeepers are active, with 700,000 beehives colonized countrywide, Many-of
the beekeepers lack the necessary skills for effective production of honey and do not have
resources to acquirg better equipment. In spite of this, sizeable quantities of honey are produced
in the districts of Bushenyi, Soroti, Gulu, Nakasongola, Kabarole and the West Nile region.
(James, 2008)

Beekeeping offers a safety net for the poor against poverty, and can generate income.
Beekeceping is also a low iisk, sustainable, household-level enterprise. The opportunity to éarn
more from beekeeping is. growing ‘as the demand for honey in the towns of Uganda outstrips
supply: The challenge is to transform subsistence beekeeping to business apiaty value chain, and

it is clear that this effective demand fs the key driver to this process (TUNADQ, 20610).
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